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The present invention relates to a process for the preparation
of the sodium salt of a compound of formula D

wherein HET is 7-chloroquinolin-2-y1 or 6,7-difluoroquinolin-2-yl, which
COmMprises:

generating the dilithium dianion of 1- (mercaptomethyl)
cyclopropancacetic acid;

reacting said dianion with a compound of formula (I1)
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wherein HET is as defined above and L is arylsulfonyl or alkylsulfonyl; and
converting the resultant compound of formula I into the
corresponding dicyclohexylamine salt;
isolating the crystalline dicyclohexylamine salt of the
compound of formula I;
treating the dicyclohexylamine salt of the compound of
formula I, in a mixture of organic solvent and water, with an acid;
treating the product thus obtained with a source of sodium ion;
and
crystallizing the resultant sodium salt from
toluene:acetonitrile.
The invention further provides the dicyclohexylamine salt of a
compound of formula (I).
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