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To all livhon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM.J.WERNETTE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Remus, in the county of Mecosta, and State 

5 of Michigan, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Burglar-Alarms and Auto 
matic Circuit-Breakers, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. - 
This invention relates to a new and useful 

Io burglar-alarm and also to a peculiarly 
shaped drop-button or circuit-breaker; and 
the objects of my invention are, first, to 
simplify the construction of a circuit-breaker 
and burglar-alarm, and, second, to increase 

I5 the efficiency of the circuit-breaker, the same 
being so constructed that it cannot fail to 
operate by means of the opening of the door 
or window or other means which may be used 
for the purpose of breaking or connecting the 

2O circuit. These objects Iaccomplish by means 
of the mechanism illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of the 
circuit-breaker which contains the drop-but 

25 ton. Fig. 2 shows a longitudinal sectional 
view through the center of the circuit 
breaker. Fig. 3 shows a transverse sectional 
view just one side of the center. Fig. 4 
shows an elevation of a door and its case 

3o With my burglar-alarm and circuit-breaker 
Connected; and Fig. 5 shows a door-frame and 
door partially open, with the button dropped 
down into position to make a connection, so 
as to cause the bell to ring or the alarm to 

35 be given. Fig. G is a detail in perspective of 
a door-plate hereinafter described. 
In the drawings I have shown the circuit 

breaker applied to a door only; but it is evi 
dent that the same can be applied to a win 

4o doW or drawer and in many other places. 
Similar letters refer to similar parts through 

out the Several views. 
A shows a non-conductive case or shell of 

the circuit-breaker. This case may be made 
45 of Vulcanized rubber or any other suitable 

material. The case A is supported on a suit 
able metallic base B, which preferably is 
Somewhat larger than the case, as shown. 
C shows the circuit-breaker proper, shown 

5o as consisting of an approximately U-shaped 
Spring and which is secured at its lower end 

to the button D, said button D being made 
of non-conductive material, and is held at its 
upper end by the screw and nut E, as shown 
in Fig. 2. When the circuit-breaker C is in 55 
the position shown in Figs. 2 and 5, the cur 
rent flows through the wire and gives the 
alarm. When the button D is raised by the 
closing of a door, as shown in Fig. 4, the cur 
rent is cut off and no current flows through 6o 
the Wire. 
F is the wire conveying the electric cur 

rent from the battery to the bell or alarm. 
The battery is shown by K. 
G is the return-wire. 
H is the screw attaching the wire to the 

metallic frame B. 
I is the bell. 
J is a plate on the door placed in position, 

having a beveled face to raise the button D 7o 
as the door is closed and to allow the button 
to drop down, making the connection when 
the door is opened. Though the plate J has 
a beveled working face for lifting the button 
D, this construction may be reversed. This 75 
plate is not an essential feature of the inven 
tion and may be dispensed with in case the 
door fits closely, so as to raise the button 
when the door is closed; but the plate is con 
venient inasmuch as it can be adjusted read- 8o 
ily so as to operate the button at all times. 
The drop-button or circuit-breaker may be 
applied at the top of the door or at the sides 
of the door or in any place where the door 
will operate the button by closing or opening. 85 
The same device can be applied in numerous 
places where it is desirable to have a cheap 
and efficient circuit-breaker or circuit con 
nection. 
The circuit may be made and broken by 9o 

the switch K' of ordinary kind. 
The operation of the device when applied 

as shown in the drawings is as follows: 
When the door is closed, the circuit is broken 
and no current passes through the Wire F to 95 
the bell; but as soon as the door is moved, 
even before it is open to any extent, the but 
ton D drops down and the circuit-breaker C 
contacts with the plate B, and the circuit 
flows freely through the wire F and gives the Ioo 
alarm. As soon, however, as the door is 
closed the alarm ceases. 
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Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim to have invented, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. A base of conducting material having an 
aperture, a case of non-conductive material 
secured to said base, and a substantially U 
shaped spring one branch of which is con 
nected to the case and the other branch of 
which is free and has a button of non-con 
ductive material projecting through said 
aperture and said spring and base constitut 
ing the terminals of an electric circuit. 

2. A base of conducting material having an 
aperture, a case of non-conductive material 
Secured to said base and open at each end, a 
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substantially U-shaped spring one branch of 
which is connected to the case and the other 
branch of which is free, and said spring and 
base constituting the terminals of an electric 
circuit, and a button of non-conductive mate 
rial in engagement with the free end of said 
spring, one portion of the button projecting 
from the outer face of said base. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto Set 

my hand in presence of two subscribing Wit- 25 
IeSSeS. 

WILLIAM J. WERNETTE. 
Witnesses: 

EDWARD TAGGART, 
JAMES B. DAVIES. 

  


