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[57] - ABSTRACT

A wig dryer comprising a blower-heater unit, a wig sup-
porting block having an air chamber therein and aper-
tures through which the air chamber communicates
with the outside of the block, a telescopic flue assembly
for connecting the air chamber with the blower-heater
unit, a hood having the inner shell perforated with ap-
ertures and adapted to cover the wig supporting block,
another telescopic flue assembly for connecting the air
chamber provided in the hood . with the blow-heater
unit, wherein the flue assemblies are made alternatively
to communicate with the blow-heater unit thereby to
dry a wet wig put on the block and set the hair of a wig.

10 Claims, 17 Drawing Figures
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1
WIG DRYER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a wig dryer,
ticularly to a wig dryer for drying a wet
the hair of a wig.

Known to date are a wig dryer which supplies hot air
from the interior of a wig supporting block thereby to
dry a wet wig placed on said block and another type of
dryer for setting the hair of a wig by placing a hood
thereon. ' '

Heretofore, however, there has not been available
such a wig dryer as is capable of both drying a wet wig
from inside and setting the hair of a wig. Nor has there
been known a self-contained portable wig dryer having
various parts received in a space defined between the
hood and base and moreover capable of drying and set-
ting human hair, if necessary.

It is accordingly the object of this invention to pro-
vide a wig dryer capable of both drying a washed wig
and setting the shape of the hair of a wig.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A wig dryer according to this invention has a base in
which there are disposed a case containing a blower or
fan and heater and a stack communicating with the
heater. There is provided a first telescopic flue assem-
bly capable of rotating upward or downward by being
hinged at the joint of the case and stack. There is dis-
posed a hood or helment at one end of said flue assem-
bly, which not only permits communication between
the stack and an air chamber formed in the hood, but
also concurrently acts as a supporting member for the
hood. The inner shall of the hood is perforated with a
large number of apertures to conduct the air in said air
chamber into the interior space of said inner shell.

To the stack is connected a second horizontal tele-
scopic flue assembly, to the free end of which is fitted
a ‘wig supporting block having a hollow space or air
chamber. Said block is bored with apertures for causing
the hollow space to communicate with the outside of
the block. .

When the first flue assembly is rotated upward, it
communicates with the stack to obstruct communica-
tion between -the second flue assembly and stack,

and more par-
wig and setting

thereby causing air heated by the heater to pass

through the stack and first flue assembly into the air
chamber of the hood, then through the apertures into
the interior space in the inner shell thereof to contact
the hair of a wig placed in said interior space, thereby
setting the shape of the hair. :

When the first flue assembly is thrown downward, it
is shut off from communication with the stack, allowing
the second flue assembly to be connected to the stack.
Accordingly, air heated by the heater is carried through
the stack and second flue assembly into the hollow
space of the wig supporting block and drawn outside of
the block through the apertures formed therein,
thereby drying a wet wig placed on said block from in-
side. :

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wig dryer according
to an embodiment of this invention when used to dry
a washed wig;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of said wig dryer when
used to set the shape of the hair of a wig;
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FIG. 3 is a longitudinal sectional side view of FIG. 1,
" FIG. 4 is a longitudinal sectional side view of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the arrange-
ment of the flues of the wig dryer of the invention;

FIG. 6 is a front sectional view of a wig supporting
block according to this invention;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the parts of said wig
dryer so arranged as to be received therein;

FIG. 8 is a front sectional view of the parts received
as shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a longitudinal sectional side view of a wig
dryer according to another embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 10 is a front sectional view of another type of a
wig supporting block used in the wig dryer of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 11 is a detailed view of the top section of the wig
supporting block of FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a sectional view on line 12—12 of FIG. 10;

FIG. 13 is a horizontal sectional view of another type
of horizontal flue assembly according to the invention;

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of FIG. 13; o

FIG. 15 is a perspective view illustrating the manner
in which there is fitted a leg member to the wig dryer
of the invention; )

FIG. 16 is a horizontal sectional view of still another
type of horizzontal flue assembly according to the in-
vention; and

FIG. 17 is a longitudinal sectional view of FIG. 16.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Throughout FIGS. 1 to 4, 7 and 8, numeral 10 repre-
sents a base, which is comprised, as shown in FIG. 3,
of a hollow cylindrical case or blower-heater unit 11
made of plastic material and open at the bottom; a
heater 12 disposed on the side wall of said case; an up-
right stack 13 communicating with the heater 12; and
a bottom plate 14 for covering the lower end of the
base 10 including those of the case 11 and stack 13.
The interior of the hollow case 11 is divided into upper
and lower compartments 16 and 17 by a partition wall
15. In the upper compartment 16 is fixed an electric
motor 20 whose shaft 18 passes through an air inlet 19
bored in the partition wall 15 into the lower compart-
ment 17. To the lower end of the shaft 18 is coaxially
fitted a fan or blower 21. In the blind upper end portion
of the case 11 is disposed an inverted channel portion
22 in a'manner to have its central line cross the central
axis of the case 11. That part of said inverted channel
portion 22 which is located right above the electric
motor 20 is perforated with a plurality of air inlets 23.
The heater 12 communicates with the lower compart-
ment 17 and the stack .13,

A telescopic flue assembly 24 is comprised of a flue
25 defined by four walls 25a, 255, 25¢ and 254 to pres-
ent a square cross section and another flue 26, one end
of which is slidably inserted into the first mentioned
flue 25. The sliding of the flue 26 into or out of the flue
25 enables the length of the flue assembly 24 to be
freely adjusted.

Numeral 27 denotes a dome-shaped hood or helmet,
which has an outer shell 28 and a cup-shaped inner
shell 29, that is, a double-wall construction. Between
the outer and inner shells 28 and 29 is defined an air
chamber 30. The inner shall 29 is perforated with a plu-
rality of small apertures 31, through which the air
chamber 30 communicates with the interior space 29a
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of the inner shell 29. Part of the lower edge of the hood
27 is connected to the free end of the flue 26 (that is,
the end which is not inserted into the flue 25) so as to
cause said flue 26 to communicate with the air cham-
ber 30. At said connection is provided a hinge 32 so as
to enable the flue assembly 24 to be covered with the
hood 27 when it fully rotates from the position indi-
cated in FIG. 3. As is apparent from FIGS. 2 and 4, the
flue assembly 24 concurrently acts as a supporting
member for the hood 27.

Another telescopic flue assembly 33 is defined by
upper and lower walls 344, 34c¢ and both side walls 34b,
344 to present a square cross section, and horizontally
extends from the top of the stack 13 to the outside of
the base 10. This flue assembly 33 comprises of a flue
34 communicating at one end with the stack 13 and an-
other flue 35 having one end slidably inserted into the
other end of the first mentioned fiue 34. The length of
the flue assembly 33 can be freely adjusted by moving
the flue 35 into or out of the flue 34,

Referring to FIG. 5, that part of the flue 34 which is
disposed above the stack 13 and the adjacent part
thereof are open to constitute a connection port 36
with the flue 25. The edges 34e of those portions of the
side walls 34b and 34d of the flue 34 which form the
aforesaid adjacent part are inclined. At the bottoms of
said inclined edges 34e are formed a pair of mutually
facing projections 38. Said projections 38 engage the
upper edge of the stack 13 which in turn receives the
free end of the wall 25¢ of the flue 25, thereby enabling
the flue assembly 24 as a whole to abut against and ro-
tate about the top portions of said projections 38. The
free end of the wall 25c¢ of the flue 25 is connected by
a hinge 39 to that part of the upper wall of the case 11

which is disposed close to the stack 13. When the flue:

assembly 24 is thrown down as illustrated in FIGS. 1
and 3, it is directed opposite to the flue assembly 33 to
be positioned right above the inverted channel portion

22, with the hood 27 substantially turned over on its.

back. From those ends of the side walls 345 and 34d of
the flue 34 which face the stack 13 extends downward
a fitting frame 46 (FIG. 2). When said fitting frame 40
engages both the inner wall of a flange 41 formed on
upper end of the base 10 and the outer side walls of the
stack 13, the flue assembly 33 is fitted to the base 10.
Numeral 42 (FIG. 3) represents a cover plate with a J-
shaped longitudinal section. This cover plate 42 is piv-
oted to the free end of the upper wall 34a of the flue
34 to cover the connection port 36 (FIG. 2). The dis-
tance between the outer surfaces of the side walls 25b
and 25d of the flue 25 is made substantially equal to the
distance between the inner surfaces of the side walls
34b and 34d of the flue 34. Accordingly, when the
cover plate 42 is opened and the flue assembly 24 is ro-
tated upward about the hinge 39, then the outer suy-
faces of the side walls 256 and 25d of the flue 25 abut
against the inner surfaces of the side walls 345 and 344
of the flue 34 respectively. When the flue assembly 24
is thus made to stand upright, the wall 28a of the flue
25 is pressed, as shown in FIG. 4, against the free ends
of the upper wall 34a and lower wall 34c¢ of the fiue 34,
and the walls 25b and 25d of the flue 28 contact the
side walls 34b and 344 of the flue 34, thereby shutting
of the flue assembly 33 from the stack 13. The free end
of the flue 25 is cut aslant so as to cause the flue assem-
bly 24 fully to communicate with the stack 13. When,
therefore, the flue assembly 24 is rotated upward as
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shown in FIG. 4, it is slightly inclined toward the flue
assembly 33.

To the underside of the free end 38e (which is not in-
serted into the flue 34) of the flue 35 is fitted a leg
member 43 (FIG. 2) for supporting the flue 35. The leg
member 43 consists, as shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, of a pair
of U-shaped legs 43a pivoted to the underside of the
free end 35e of the flue 35 and a connecting piece 43b
bridged across the bottom sections of said legs 43a.

While the free end 35e of the flue 35 is kept closed,
the upper wall of said free end 35¢ has an outlet open-
ing 44 provided with a hollow cylindrical flange 44a
(FIG. 3). Numeral 45 is a connecting tube consisting of
a broader section 45a and a narrower section 45b. This
narrower section 45b extends downward to be rotat-
ably inserted into said flange 44a.

Numeral 46 represents a wig supporting block pre-
pared from plastic materials in the form of a human
head so as to be covered with a wig 47 (FIGS. 1 and 2).
The wig.supporting block 46 has a hollow interior
space constituting an air chamber 48, That part of said
supporting block 46 on which there is to be placed the
wig 47, that is, the head portion 46a of said block 46
is perforated with a plurality of apertures 49. At the
lower end of the supporting block 46 is formed a hol-
low, cylindrical or neck portion 50, which extends
downward to be inserted into the broader section 452
of the connecting tube 48.

On the front side of the wig supporting block 46 is
formed a resemblance of a human face 51 bearing the

.eyes, eyebrows, nose and lips. The wig supporting

block 46 is divided, as shown in FIG. 6, into two right
and left symmetrical separable sections §2 and 53.
When the joining edges 52a and 53a of both sections
52 and 53 are put together, they are engaged airtight
with each other. Further as seen from FIG. 6, when the
joining edges 52a and 53a are brought together, the
hollow spaces 52b and 53b defined below said separa-
ble sections 52 and 53 constitute the air chamber 48.

When the flue assembly 24 is erected, the hood 27 is
designed, as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 4, to ¢over the
wig supporting block 46 as far as the flue assemblies 24
and 33 can be adjusted in length. To the top wall of the
hood 27 is fitted a handle 54 to facilitate the transpor-
tation of the wig dryer, Further on the outer surface of
the lower part of the hood 27 are provided latch mem-
bers 55 (FIG. 8) so as to join the hood 27 with the base
10. ' .

There will now be described the operation of the wig
dryer of this invention. Reference is first made to the
case where a washed wig is dried. As shown in FIGS.

1 and 3, the flue assembly 24 is thrown down and the

60

connection port 36 is shut with the cover plate 42. The
flue assembly 33 is made to communicate with the
lower compartment 17 of the case 11 through the
heater 12. The washed wig 47 is properly placed on the
head portion 46a of the wig supporting block 46. The
electric motor 20 is driven and the heater is actuated.
The drive of the motor 20 leads to the rotation of the
fan 21, causing air to be carried from outside of the
case 11 through the air inlets 23, upper compartment
16, and air inlet opening 19 in turn into the lower com-
partment 17, therefrom to the heater 12 to be heated.
Heated air is conducted through the stack 13, flue as-
sembly 33, outlet opening 44 formed at the free end of
the flue 35, connecting tube 45 and neck portion 50 in
turn finally into the air chamber 48 of the wig support-
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ing block 46. The heated air in the chamber 48 is drawn
out of the supporting block 46 through the apertures
49, thereby drying the wig 47 from inside. Since the air
which has absorbed water from the wig 47 runs outside
of the wig 47, there is no possibility that the interior of
the wig is considerably delayed in drying as when hot
air is applied to the outside of the wig 47. As described
above, the drying of the wig 47 starts from within, pre-
venting wet air from retarding the drying of the wig 47
by being long detained therein. Accordingly, the wig 47
is dried uniformly and very quickly.

There will now be described the case where the wig
47 is set to a desired hair style. The wig 47 is properly
placed on the supporting block 46 to have its hair set
using hairsetting implements, for example, hair curlers
(not shown). The flue assemblies 24 and 33 are ad-
justed in length and the flue assembly 24 is fully erected
by opening the cover plate 42, causing the hood 27 to
be placed on the head portion 46a of the supporting
block 46. After the flue assembly 24 is set upright, the
position of the supporting block 46 may be changed by
adjusting the lengths of the flue assemblies 24 and 33.
When, under such condition, the electric motor 20 and
heater 12 are operated, air is introduced through the
inlets 23 as when the flue assembly 24 is thrown down
and, after being heated by the heater 12, conducted to
the stack 13, then through the flue assembly 24, the air
chamber 30 and apertures 31 of the hood 27 in turn
into the interior space 29a of the hood 27, so as to be
uniformly applied to the wig 47 placed on the support-
ing block 46. The speed and temperature at which hot
air is blown to the wig 47 are so chosen as to set the hair
soft. When the flue assembly 24 stands upright, com-
munication between the stack 13 and flue assembly 33
is obstructed by the wall 254 of the flue 25, preventing
hot air from being carried through the stack 13 into the
air chamber 48 of the wig supporting block 46.

When there are removed the flue assembly 33 and
wig supporting block 46, the wig dryer of this invention
may be used as an ordinary hair dryer.

There will now be described by reference to FIGS. 7
and 8 the sequential steps of housing the parts of the
wig dryer of this invention.- First the flue assembly 24
is thrown down together with the hood 27 and the flue
assembly 33 is taken out of the wig dryer. From said
flue assembly 33 are removed the wig supporting block
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46, connecting tube 45 and leg member 43. As shown 7

in FIG. 7, the connecting piece 43b is drawn out from
one side of the legs 43a. After being folded, the leg
member 43 is received in the stack 13. The flue assem-
bly 24 is placed on the inverted channel portion 22 of
the case 11 after the flue 26 is inserted inmost into the
flue 25, and the flue assembly 33 is placed on the flue
assembly 24 after the flue 35 is inserted inmost into the
flue 34. The connecting tube 45 is put on the flue as-
sembly 33. The wig supporting block 46 is separated
into two sections 52 and 53, which are set on the right
and left sides of that part of the upper surface of the
base 10 where the flue assemblies 24 and 33 are super-
posed on each other, with the interior spaces 52 and
53b so disposed as to face each other across the super-
posed flue assemblies 24 and 33 and the face portions
51 turned upward. Last the hood 27 is closed by being
rotated about the hinge 32 (FIG. 3), thereby housing
the aforementioned parts in an interspace between the
hood 27 and base 19, foliowed by locking with the latch
members 55. Accordingly, the parts of the wig dryer of
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this invention can be gathered in a very compact form.
Further, the handle 54 provided at the top of the hood
27 offers great convenience in carrying the wig dryer.

FIGS. 9 to 15 relate to a wig dryer according to an-
other embodiment of this invention. The parts of this
embodiment are all denoted by numbers of the one
hundred order. Particularly the parts corresponding to
those of FIGS. 1 to 8 are designated by the common
numbers of the last two places and, if required, the
common suffixed letters to those used with the preced-
ing embodiment. Unless there is noted a prominent dif-
ference,. description of the parts of the latter embodi-
ment is omitted.

When the washed wig 147 is placed on the supporting
block 146, the water held in the wig tends to drip into
the air chamber 148 of said block 146, further through
the outlet opening 144, flue assembly 133 and stack
113 in turn finally into the heater 112 and lower com-
partment 117, sometimes resulting in the failure of the
wig dryer.

To avoid such occurrence, the flue assembly 133 is
inclined through an angle a (FIG. 9) to a horizontal
plane 170—170 so as to cause that part of said assem-
bly 133 which is fitted with the leg member 143 to be
brought downward. Therefore, even when the water
held in the wig 146 drips into the air chamber 148, it
is collected at the bottom 135a of the free end 135¢ of
the flue 135 and prevented from running toward the
stack 113. Generally, the amount of water introduced .
into the air chamber 148 is extremely small, and more-
over the water is evaporated by hot air flowing through
the flue assembly 133, and little settles at the bottom
135a of the flue 135. Therefore, the aforesaid angle of
inclination a will well serve the purpose if it amounts
to 1° to 2°. To remove the water dripping from the wig
147 to the bottom 135a of the flue 135, the free end of
said bottom 1352 may be perforated with a hole 135b.
In this case it is advised to place right below said hole
135b a pan 156 for receiving the removed water. Fur-
ther it is possible to dispose a doughnut-shaped pan 165
around the neck portion 150 of the wig supporting
block 146 to collect the water dripping from the wig
147. : :

The wig supporting block 146 comprises, as shown in
FIG. 10, latticed half sections 152 and 153. When the
supporting block 146 is to be used, said half sections
are united by means of joining edges 1524 and 153a.
On the inner wall of the lower part of the joining edge
153a are formed lugs 150c which are pressed against
the inner wall of the joining edge 1524 when said half
sections 152 and 153 are put together. The lugs 150c¢
may, as shown in FIG. 12, be provided on the inner wall
of the joining edge of that semicircular part 150b of the
neck portion 150 which belongs to the half section 153
or on the inner wall of the lower part of the joining edge
1524 including that semicircular part 150a of the neck
portion 150 which belongs to the half section 152.

On the top surface of the joining edge 153a of the
half section 153 of the wig supporting block 146 is
formed an engagement strip 157 so as to extend out-
ward at right angles to said Jjoining edge 153a (FIG.
11). On the inner wall of the top of the opposite half
section 152 are provided a pair of parallel guide ridges
158 so as to protrude at right angles to the joining edge
152a. When said guide strip 157 slides between the
paired guide ridges 158, it engages an engagement hole
159 bored in the upper surface of the half section 152
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close to the top of the joining edge 1524 thereof. Ac-
cordingly, when both half sections 152 and 153 of the
wig supporting block 146 are joined together at the
lower part by means of the aforesaid lugs 150c¢ with the
engagement strip 157 fitted into the engagement hole
159, then both half sections 152 and 153 are properly
and tightly united to avoid any horizontal or vertical
displacement.

Along the near-top part of ribs-152¢ and 183¢ on
which there are formed the joining edges 1524 and
153a of the half sections 152 and 153 of the wig sup-
porting block 146 are arranged pointed pawls or pro-
jections 160, which are designed to prevent the wig 147
from falling off the supporting block 146, while its hair
is dried by a dryer or brushed by an operator.

Referring to FIG. 13, the flue 134 has a narrow por-
tion 134f into which one end of the flue 13§ is air-

15

tightly inserted, The interval between the side walls -

134b and 1344 of the flue 134 is larger than the interval
between the side walls of said narrow portion 134f. The
outer surfaces of the upper and lower walls of the flue
135 made flush with inner surfaces of the upper and
lower walls of said narrow portion 134f. On the inner
surface of the lower wall 134c¢ of the flue 134 are dis-
posed a pair of holding members 161 so as to extend
partly along the side walls 134b and 134d thereof. The
inner surfaces of said paired holding members 161 act
to guide the outer surfaces of the side walls of the flue
135 when it is inserted into the flue 134. The holding
members 161 are bored with elongate narrow holes
¥61a open at those ends of said holding members 161
which face the stack 113, and also with broader holes
161b communicating with said narrow holes 161a. at
those ends of sai members 161 which face the flue 135.
Numeral 162 is a U-shaped rod. of elastic material
such as steel. The free space L between the arm por-
tions 162a of said rod 162 is slightly larger than the in-
terval between the inner surfaces of the side walls of
the stack 113. The rear-end portions of the arms 1624
including the free ends 162b thereof are inserted into
the narrow holes 161a of the holding members 161.
The tips of the free ends 162b of the arms 162a are bent
at right angles to said arms 1624 to be engaged with the
stepped portions defined by the narrow holes 161 with
the broader holes 1615, thereby preventing the arms
162a from coming off the holding members 161. The
shape and length-of said U-shaped rod 162 are chosen
. in such a manner that as shown in FIG. 9, when the flue
134 is brought to a prescribed position on the base 110,
the midsection 162c¢ of the U-shaped rod 162 is in-
serted between the inner surface 1224 of the upper wall
of the inverted channel portion 122 which faces the
stack 113 and the heater 112 so as to be pressed against
said inner surface 122a. When, therefore, the U-shaped
rod 162 is inserted through the stack 113 into an inter-
space defined between said inner surface 1224 of the
inverted channel portion 122 and the heater 112, and
the flue 134 is brought to a prescribed position on the
base 110, then the arms 162a of the U-shaped rod 162
are pressed against the inner surfaces of the side walls
of the stack 113 and the midsection 162¢ of said rod
162 abuts against the aforementioned inner surface
1224 of the inverted channel portion 122, thus enabling
the flue assembly 133 to be fixed to the base 110,
Referring now to FIG. 185, the leg member 143 is U-
shaped. At the free ends of the legs 143a are integrally
formed a pair of horizzontal parallel contact portions
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143c, the ends of which are so bent as to face each
other, thereby constituting engaging portions 1434.
Reference notation 143¢ represents shoes of, for exam-
ple, rubber fitted to the bottom ends of the legs 143a.
On both edges of the underside of the free end of the
flue 135 are formed recesses 135¢ perforated with
holes 1354 into which there are inserted the engaging
portions 143d of the leg member 143. The walls of the
recesses 135¢ receive the contact portions 143c¢ of said
leg member 143. Accordingly, the leg member 143 can
be fitted to the underside of the flue 135 in an upright
position. When rotated counterclockwise from its up-
right position indicated in FIG. 9 about the engaging
portions 143d, the leg member 143 can have its legs
143a folded substantially parallel with the flue assem-
bly 133, thus offering great convenience in receiving
said flue assembly 133 between the base 110 and hood
127. .

Referring to FIGS. 16 and 17, numeral 233 denotes
a horizontal telescopic flue assembly according to an-
other embodiment of this invention. Like the flue 134
of FIG. 13, the flue 234 includes the narrower portion
234f into which there slides the flue 235 and another
broader portion, in which the inner surfaces of both
side walls are spaced more apart than the distance be-
tween the outer surfaces of the side walls of said flue
235. Numeral 263 shows a pair of guide ridges formed
on the inner surface of the lower wall 234c of the fiue
234. Said guide ridges 263 extend partly along the side
walls 234b and 234d of the flue 234. The inner surfaces
of said paired guide ridges 263 guide the periphery of
both side walls of the flue 235. In those end portions of
the side walls of the flue 235 which face the flue 234
are formed windows 264. Accordingly, when the flue
235 is pushed into the flue 234, hot air in a hollow
space A defined by the side walls 234b and 234d of the
flue 234 with the corresponding side walls of the flue-
235 is easily carried into said flue 235 through the win-
dows 264 without being detailed in said hollow space
A. Therefore, those portions of the flues 234 and 235
which define said hollow space A are prevented from
being overheated due to excess amounts of hot ‘air
being therein. Consequently the flues 234 and 235 may
be made of any material, provided it withstands the
temperature of hot air under its normal flow, without
the necessity of taking into account any possible ther-
mal deformation due to overheating particularly in said
hollow space A. ’

The windows denoted by numeral 264 may be re-
placed by notches open to the inner ends of the side
walls of the flue 235, Reference notation 235¢ repre-
sents pawls formed at the inner erids of the side walls
of the flue 235. These pawls 235¢ engage depressions
263a provided in the inner surfaces of the guide ridges
263, thereby preventing the flue 235 from coming off
the flue 234. ]

While the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in detail with reference to the disclosed em-
bodiments, it will be understood that various changes
and modifications may be made in the disclosed em-
bodiments without departing from the scope or spirit of
the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A wig dryer comprising;

a base; :

means disposed in said base for taking in air from

outside; ’



3,757,429

9

means received in said base for heating air;

a stack provided on said base;

a wig supporting block provided with a hollow head
portion having an air chamber formed therein and
a hollow cylindrical portion communicating with
the air chamber;

a plurality of apertures perforated through the hollow
head portion;

a flue assembly removably connected to the stack
and substantially horizontally extending from the
stack to the outside of the base;

a leg member provided on the free end of the flue as-
sembly for supporting said flue assembly; and

an outlet opening provided on the free end of the flue
assembly for causing the cylindrical portion of the
wig supporting block to communicate with the
stack and conducting the heated air from the base
to the air chamber of the wig supporting block
through the stack, the flue assembly and the cylin-
drical portion, whereby the heated air is directed
from the air chamber to a wig on the head portion
through the apertures.

2. The wig dryer of claim 1 further comprising pro-
jections provided on the hollow head portion of the wig
supporting block for holding the wig in a prescribed po-
sition thereon.

3. The wig dryer of claim 1 further comprising a con-
necting tube rotatably inserted into the outlet opening
of the flue assembly and receiving the cylindrical por-
tion of the wig supporting block, whereby the wig on
the wig supporting block can be horizontally rotated
through any desired angle.

4. The wig dryer of claim 1 wherein said wig support-
ing block comprises a pair of vertically separable sec-
tions, and there is further provided a connecting tube
inserted into said outlet opening for receiving said hol-
low cylindrical portion of said wig supporting block
with said vertically separable sections joined together.

5. The wig dryer of claim 1 wherein said flue assem-
bly is inclined through a slight angle to a horizontal
plane with the free end of said flue assembly lowered,
whereby water detained in the wig on the head portion
is prevented from dripping therefrom into the base.

6. A wig dryer comprising:

a base;

means disposed in said base for
outside;

means received in said base for heating air;

a stack erected on the base;

a wig supporting block provided with a hollow head

taking in air from

portion having an air chamber formed therein and

a plurality of apertures for directing heated air
from the air chamber to the outside thereof;

a rigid hollow hood having an opening for receiving
the wig supporting block and a plurality of aper-
tures for directing heated air from the interior of
the hood to the wig supporting block;

first and second flue assemblies so connected to the
base adjacent to the stack as to selectively commu-
nicate with the stack, the first flue assembly com-
muricating with the hood for conducting heated air
from the base to the hood through the stack,
whereby heated air is blown over a wig put on the
supporting block through the apertures of said
hood, and the second flue assembly communicat-
ing with the supporting block for conducting
heated air from the base to the air chamber
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10

through the stack, whereby heated air is directed
from the air chamber to the wig put on said hollow
head portion through the apertures thereof; and
obstructing means disposed in the first flue assembly
for obstructing communication between the stack
and the second flue assembly when the first flue as-
sembly is caused to communicate with the stack.

7. The wig dryer according to claim 6 wherein said
obstructing means comprises a wall of said first flue as-
sembly.

8. The wig dryer according to claim 6 wherein said
first flue assembly comprises two first flues, one of
which is slidable in a substantially vertical direction
through the other first flue which is pivoted to said base
adjacent to the stack, and said second flue assembly
comprises two second flues, one of which is slidable in
a substantially horizontal direction through the other
second flue which is connected to the stack.

9. A wig dryer comprising:

a base;

means disposed in said base for taking in air from
outside; )

means received in said base for heating air;

a stack erected on said base;

a wig supporting block provided with a hollow head
portion having an air chamber formed therein and
a plurality of apertures for directing heated air
from the air chamber to the outside thereof;

a rigid hollow hood having an opening for receiving
the wig supporting block and a plurality of aper-
tures for directing heated air from the interior of
the hood to the wig supporting block;

a first flue assembly pivoted to said base adjacent to
the stack for enabling the hood to communicate
with the stack so as to conduct heated air from the
base to the hood when said first flue assembly is
erected, whereby the heated air is blown over a wig
put on the hollow head portion of the supporting
block through the apertures of said hood;

a second flue assembly connected to said stack for
enabling said supporting block to communicate
with said stack so as to conduct heated air from the
base to the air chamber, whereby the heated air is
directed from the air chamber to the wig on said
“hollow head portion through the apertures thereof:

a connection port provided in said second flue assem--
bly for receiving said first flue assembly when said’
first flue assembly is erected; and .

a cover plate provided on said second flue assembly
and leading the heated air from the base to the sec-
ond flue assembly but not to the first flue assembly
when said cover plate covers said connection port,
said cover plate leading the heated air from the
base to the first flue assembly when said cover plate
is opened. :

10. A wig dryer

a base;

means disposed in said base for taking in air from
outside; :

means received in said base for heating air;

a stack erected on said base;

a wig supporting block provided with a hollow head
portion having an air chamber formed therein and
a plurality of apertures for directing heated air
from said chamber to the outside thereof:

a rigid hollow hood having an opening for receiving
said wig supporting block and a plurality of aper-

comprising;:
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tures for directing heated air from the interior of
said hood to said wig supporting block;

a first flue assembly pivoted to said base adjacent to
said stack for enabling said hood to communicate
with said stack so as to conduct heated air from
said base to said hood when said first flue assembly
is erected, whereby said heated air is blown over a
wig put on said hollow head portion of said wig sup-
porting block through said apertures of the hood;

a second flue assembly removably connected to said
stack and wig supporting block for enabling said
wig supporting block to communicate with said
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stack so as to conduct heated air from said base to
said air chamber, whereby said heated air is di-
rected from said air chamber to said wig on said
hollow head portion through said apertures
thereof; and

said hood being adapted to be fixed to said base so
as to house said air taking-in means, air heating
means, stack, wig supporting block, first flue as-
sembly and second flue assembly, thereby to make

said wig dryer a self-contained portable unit.
* ok ok k% :
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