No. 759,727. PATENTED MAY 10, 1904,
J. MAXWELL.

FASTENER FOR SHEET METAL CASKETS.

APPLICATION FILED JAN. 11, 1804,
NO MODEL.

)

F L
YL m
filb:

ot

> 7
=\ “ - A AXNTN
AT ST LI AT AT AT TR S L AT AR TP LSRR A

V7 LN

K

SLLSITY

AT T TR TR AR

e

1,
.

WITNESSES.

INVENTOR,

e . |
< W /(?ijmd
7 s . A

‘ ATTORNEY

THE NORRIS PETERS GO, PHOTO-LITHO., WASHING

TON, . 8,




I0

5

20

25

30

35

40

45

SO

No, 759,727.

UNITED STATES

Patented May 10, 1904.

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN MAXWELL, OF ONEIDA, NEW YORK.

FASTENER FOR SHEET-ME'I;AL CASKETS.

SPECIFICATION tforming part of Letters Patent No. 759,727, dated May 10, 1904.
Application filed January 11,1904, . Serial No, 188,603, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jouy MaxwrrL, of
Oneida, in the county of Madison, in the State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Fasteners for Sheet-Metal
Caskets, of which the following, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, isa
full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to improvements in
clamping devices, and is particularly useful for
clamping the lids of burial-caskets to the main
receptacle.

The .object is to provide a simple, practical,
and durable elamping device in which a cam-
lever is pivoted to one end of a link, which in
turn is hinged to a base-plate on the main re-
ceptacle, so that the link, with the cam-lever
thereon, may be swung to and from a position
over the edge of the lid to clamp the latter in
position or permit its removal without detach-
ing any of the clamping parts from the casket.

Other objects will appear in connection with
the specific form of casket for which the clamp-
ing device is intended.

Inthe drawings, Figures 1 and 2 are respec-
tively a top plan and side view of one of my
improved clamping devices, showing a part of
one of the bearings in the base-plate broken
away to disclose the position of one of the
trunnions of the link. Fig. 8 isan edgeview,
partly in section, of the device seen in Figs. 1
and 2.

In order to demonstrate the utility of my
invention, I have shown portions of a case 1
and lid 2 of a burial-casket, which in this in-
stance is formed of sheet metal and the up-
per edges of the sides are offset laterally and
outwardly to form a flange 3. Thisflange is
depressed longitudinally to form a lengthwise
groove 4, and in the base of this groove is
fitted a metal reinforcing-strip5. A packing-
strip 6, as rubber, is inserted in the groove 4
and rests upon the strip 5, with its upper face
projecting above the upper edges of the case
to form a yielding seat for the lid 2, as -de-
seribed in my pending application, Serial No.
190,144, filed January 22, 1904. The clamp-

ing device for securing the lid in place com-
prises a base-plate 8, a link 9, and a cam-lever
10, all of which parts are preferably formed

of metal and connected in a manner herein-
after described. This base-plate 8 is secured
to the side of the case 1 wholly below the
flange 3 by suitable fastening means, as bolts
or rivets 11, and its upper end is enlarged
and formed with a vertical slot 12 and with
bearing - sockets 13, opening from the slot
and also open at their inner sides toward the
side of the case. The lower end of the link
9 is formed with oppositely-projecting bosses
or trunnions 15, and this end of the link is
inserted in the slot 12 before the plate is se-
cured to the case, the trunnions 15 passing into
the inner sides of the bearings 13, and are
therefore rotatingly mounted in said bearings.
‘When the plate 8 is secured in place, the side
of the case closes the inner open sides of the
sockets 13, and thereby liolds the links in op-
erative connection with the base-plate. The
upper end of the link is provided with ears
16, projecting in the direction of the swing-
ing axis of the link, and to these ears is piv-
oted at 17 the lever 10, having a cam-face 18,
movable around the pivot 17 and engaging the
top face of the lid. Theswinging axis of the
cam-lever 10 is disposed at substantially right
angles to that of the link 9, and this cam-le-
ver therefore swings in a plane at an angle to
that of the link; but both link and lever are
adapted to be swung from a position beneath
the flange of the case to a point over the edge
of the lid, and when the cam is operated to se-
cure the lid to the case the handle of said le-
ver lies flat against the lid, and therefore oc-
cupies but small space.

It is believed that the operation is clearly
apparent from the foregoing description and
the accompanying drawings and is therefore
sufficiently clear to enable any one skilled in
the art to make-and operate the same.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A clamping device comprising a base-
plate, a link hinged to the base-plate and a
cam-lever hinged to the link, swinging in a
different plane from that of the link.

9. A clamping device comprising a base-
plate, having open-sided bearings, alink hav-
ing bosses seated in the bearings and remov-
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able through the open sides, a lever pivoted
to the link and having a circular face eccen-
tric to the pivot.

3. In combination with a case and lid there-
for, a base-plate secured to the side of the case
and provided with a bearing open at the side
toward the side of the case, a link hayving trun-
nions seated in the bearing, a lever pivoted to
and swinging in a different plane from that of
the link and provided with a cam-face mov-
able around the pivot and engaging the lid.

4. In combination with a case having the

_upper edges of its sides offset laterally and

outwardly, a lid for the case extending over

759,727

the offset, a base-plate secured to the case and
having a bearing open at the side toward the
case, a link having its lower end pivoted in
said bearing andits other end adapted toswing
from a point below the offset to a position
over the edge of the lid, and a cam-lever piv-
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oted to the free end of the link for engaging

and locking the lid to-the case.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 7th day of January, 1904.
JOHN MAXWELL.
‘Witnesses:
F. Hausrvur,
A. H. Hoce.




