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To all whom b My CONCErn:

Be it known that I, ALrreED MaURICE HU-
BERT-BRIERRE, a citizen of the Republic of
France, residing in Paris, in the Republic
of France, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Apparatus for Cov-
ering the Beds of Billiard-Tables, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to apparatus for
covering the beds of billiard-tables.

The invention aims to provide an appara-
tus by which the uniform stretching of the
cloth is effected and the cloth firmly main-
tained in stretched condition, so that it may
be tacked or otherwise applied to the bed of
the table.

The invention resides in an apparatus for
this purpose which embodies the novel fea-
tures, arrangements, and combinations of

parts to be hereinafter described and
claimed. ]
In the accompanying drawings, i which

similar reference characters denote corre-
sponding parts throughout, Figure 1 is a de-
tail section of a billiard-table, showing the
frame to which the cloth is temporarily ap-
plied in the process of covering the table.
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the position
of the frame during the next step in the op-
eration and the means for stretching the
cloth. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a billiard-
table having a modified form of the appara-
tus applied thereto, and Figs. 4 and 5 are de-
‘iail views of parts of the apparatus shown in
fig. 3.

éi%eferring to the drawings, A denotes the
top portion of a billiard-table of the well-
known type, said top portion being consti-
tuted by a lower layer B of wood and a top
covering of slate. A rigid rectangular frame
embodying a number of strips M, detachably
interconnected at their corners,is placed
about the table, the faces of said strips being
applied to the sides of the table in the man-
ner shown in Fig. 1 and the edges of the
same being projected upwardly slightly be-
yond the table-top. The cloth e, which is to
be applied to the table, is then laid wrong
side up over the same and the edges applied
by means of tacls or similar fastenings to the
upper edges of the strips M, constituting the
cloth-holding frame. The small overlapping
portion £ of the cloth enables the same to be
drawn down at the sides of the table during a
subsequent operation. During the fastening
of the cloth to the frame the latter is main-

| the latter is deemed

tained in position against the table sides by
means of screws d.

After the cloth has been attached to the
frame in the manner indicated the said
frame is removed from the table after un-
screwing the screws d, and reversed, so that
the smooth side of the cloth is now upper-
most, the frame taking the position indicated
in dotted lines in Fig. 2. The strips or beams
M are then detached from each other, and
each is turned outwardly through an angle of
ninety degrees, so that it assumes. the posi-
tion shown in full lines in Fig. 2, the point of
attachment of the cloth being thus disposed
immediately adjacent the table sides and
slightly below the top of the same. Each
strip M is provided with a number of aper-
tures or openings ¢, passing through the
faces of the same, and through said openings
are passed downwardly a number of bolts k.
Washers ¢ are preferably interposed between
the heads of said bolts h and the strips M.
The lower portions of said bolts & are thread-
ed in the manner shown and adapted to en-
gage suitable supports, illustrated as angle-
pieces n, projecting outwardly from the sides
of the table and secured to the latter by
means of screws p.  When the stretching of
the cloth is to be commenced, the bolts h are
simultaneously rotated, so as to be uni-
formly fed downwardly through the angle-
pieces or brackets 7, carrying with them, as
will be obvious, the strips M, and conse-
quently the cloth e. When the tension in
sufficient, the feeding of
said bolts is discontinued and the cloth
tacked to the sides of the table by means of
tacks  entering the wooden part of the table:
The cloth is then cut below the tacks and the
frame M, brackets n, and bolts & removed for
use in connection with the next table to be
covered.

Tn the modified form of the apparatus
shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5 the cloth s placed
directly in the position which it is intended
to occupy when used—viz., with the smooth
side upward. DBrackets ¢ are applied to the
part B of the table by means of screws ¢ and
serve to support the strips M’ with one edge
disposed toward but spaced from the slate
part of the table-top. In this form of the ap-
paratus the cloth is applied to the strips M’ of
the frame by means of cleats u, countersunk
at the upper inner corner of said strips, as
shown. After the cloth has been uniformly
spread over the table and attached by means
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of the cleats u, to the frame, the strips M’ be- 3. The combination, with the table, of a
ing meanwhile supported by the brackets ¢, plurality of supports projecting laterally
sald strips being screwed to said brackets by | from the sides thereof, a cloth-holding frame,
means of screws m/, the brackets ¢ are re- | and tensioning members engaging said frame
moved and bolts #’, similar to those previ- | and having threaded engagement with said
ously described, are passed downwardly | supports.
through the apertures in the frame-strips, so 4. In an apparatus such as described, the
as to engage with their lower threaded ends combination, with the table to be covered, of
the threaded opening in the head of a screw | the frame provided with openings, the bolts
v, which is disposed laterally with respect to passing downwardly through said openings,
the table, being adjustable toward and away | and the relatively fixed members engaging
from the same In a threaded opening »* in a | the lower threaded portions of said bols.
plate v, applied to the side of the table by 5. In an apparatus for covering billiard-
means of screws passing through openings . tables, the combination, with the table to be
It is obvious that by adjusting.the screws v covered, of a frame surrounding the same on
the distance of the bolts %’ from the table | all sides, members projecting outwardly from
may be regulated. Of course a number of ! said table below the top of the same and pro-
screws v are used upon each side of the table | vided at points spaced outwardly from the
corresponding in number to the bolts em- | table sides with vertically-threaded open-
ployed. In order to stretch the cloth afterit | ings, and bolts passing through said frame
has been applied to the frame, the bolts A’ ( and engaging said openings,
are fed downwardly, as before described, and 6. In an apparatus for covering the beds
the cloth thus uniformly stretched. When | of hilliard-tables, the combination, with the
this has been accomphshed, the cloth is | table to be covered, of the frame surrounding
tacked in the manner previously indicated | the same and constituted by the- strips M,
and the tension apparatus removed. 'said strips being provided with openings g,
Having thus described my invention, I | the angle-pieces n applied to the sides of the
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters | table and having portions extending later-
Patent— ally therefrom, “and the bolts A passing
1. In an apparatus for covering billiard- through said openings ¢ and having threaded
tables, the combination of a rigid cloth-hold- | engagement with the laterally - extending
ing frame embracing the table on all sides, | portions of said angle-pieces.

and meansfor feeding said frame in downward In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

direction. my invention I have signed Ty name in pres-
2. In an apparatus for coverﬁlg bigliard% | ence of two subscribing witnesses.

tables, the combination, with the ta le, o !

stationary supports carried thereby at the | ALERED MAURICE HUBERT-BRTERRE,

sides thereof, a cloth-holding frame, and Witnesses:

means adjustably connecting said frame and EmILE LeDrET,

sald supports. ) Haxson C. Coxz.
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