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" the panel 1T and through this is disposed a flex-

2 Claims.

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in reading attachments for beds
whereby books, magazines, newspapers and the
like may be supported above a person while in
reclined position.

The principal object of the present invention is
to provide a printed matter supporting attach-
ment for beds which will permit patients or in-
valids to lie on their backs and read without be-
ing raised to a sitting or inclined position.

Another important object of the invention is
to provide a device of this character which can
be readily adjusted to meet individual needs.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent to the reader of the
following description.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 represents a side elevational view of
the device shown applied to a bed.

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2—2 of Fig-
ure 1.

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3—3 of Fig-
ure 2.

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of Fig-
ure 1.

Figure 5 is a section through the supporting
bracket.

Referring to the drawings wherein like nu-
merals designate like parts, it can be seen that
numeral 5 denotes the back of a bed, while nu~
meral § generally refers to the present invention
supported by said bed back.

The invention includes a supporting element
that embodies a clamp 17 including a pair of clamp
screws 8 which are driven against a protector
§ which, in turn, embraces the upper portion of
the bed back 5.

A collar 10 is located on the clamp 7 and
through this is vertically disposed a rod 1{ which
can be held in place by a set screw 2 feedable
into the collar i0.

A T-fitting 13 is provided at the upper end of
the rod i1 and through this is horizontally dis-
posed a slidable rod (4 which has a head 15 at
its rear end and which at its forward end has
an inclined portion 16 attached to the uppermost
portion of a panel (1, which is substantially
frusto-conical in shape and at the upper narrow
portion attached to the portion 16 of the rod (4,
The inclined portion 16 causes the panel [T to
set at an angle as shown in Figure 1 which will
be the proper reading angle for a person with his
head on the pillow A.

A cleat 18 is provided at the lower portion of
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ible wire 19, the upper end of which may be at-
tached to the portion 16 of the rod {4. The lower
portion of this wire 19 has a threaded formation
20, below the cleat 18 and this is equipped with
a wing nut 21. Obviously, by loosening the wing
nut 24, books, magazines and the like can be
positioned behind the wire {8 and by tightening
the nut 21 they will be firmly held in place.

For holding the pages of books and magazines
and also for the purpose of holding newspapers
without the aid of the wire 19, spring clips 22, 22
are provided, one off to each side of the wire 19.
Each. of these spring clips 22 has a bolt 23 which
is disposed through a slot 24 extending inwardly
from the corresponding end of the panel 17.
Each of these bolts 23 is equipped with a nut 25
which when tightened will firmly hold the spring
clip 22 in position.

While the foregoing specification sets forth the
invention in specific terms, it is to be understood
that numerous changes in the shape, size and
materials may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention as
claimed hereinafter.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. A device for holding a book or the like in
position to be conveniently read by a person lying
on his or her back in a bed or the like, compris-
ing a supporting element, a vertical rod carried
by and adjustable vertically relative to said sup-
porting element, & horizontally adjustable hori-
zontal rod carried by the upper end of said verti-
cal rod, one end portion of said horizontal rod
extending upwardly at an obtuse angle to but in
the same vertical plane as the remainder of said
horizontal rod, a panel disposed transversely of
said horizontal rod and fixed at its top to the
end of the upwardly extending end portion of
said horizontal rod so as to depend from the lat-
ter at an inclination downwardly and away from
the vertical rod, and means to hold the book or
the like in an open condition on the under sur-
face of said panel.

2. A device for holding a book or the like in

" position to be conveniently read by a person lying
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on his or her back in a bed or the like, compris-
ing a supporting element, a vertical rod carried
by and adjustable vertically relative to said sup-
porting element, said vertical rod having a hori-
zontal tubular member at its upper end, a hori-
zontal rod having one end portion slidably ad-
Jjustable through said tubular member, said hori-
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zontal rod being straight except for its other end zontal rod so as to depend from the latter at an
portion, said other end portion extending up- inclination downwardly and away from the verti-
wardly at an obtuse angle to but in the same ver- cal rod, and means to hold the book or the like
tical plane as the remainder of said horizontal in an open condition on the under surface of the
rod, a panel disposed transversely of said hori- § panel.

zontal rod and fixed at its top to the end of the COURTLAND D. BURTON.
upwardly extending end portion of said hori-



