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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Wiuserr C. HacLey
and Epwarp O. Haeruy, both citizens of the
United States, residing at Huntington, in
the county of Cabell and State of West Vir-
ginia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Lid-Operating Devices, of
which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to lid lifting
and closing devices, more particularly
adapted for application to. grocers’ cabinets
and like receptacles having a hinged lid
adapted to be opened and closed.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a relatively strong and durable op-
erating mechanism which may be operated
to open and close the lid by the foot; which
may be retained in open position during
access to the cabinet; which is constructed
to distribute the pressure evenly upon oppo-
site sides of the hinged cover; and which is
adapted to prevent injury to the cover inci-
dent to undue jarring of the same.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel combina-
tions and arrangements of the parts as will
more fully appear as the description pro-
ceeds, the mnovel features thereof being
pointed out in the appended claims.

For a full understanding of the invention,
reference is to be had to the following de-
seription and accompanying drawings, in
which :— ‘

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a cabinet
having a hinged cover in closed position,
and showing the operating device of this

. invention applied thereto.
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Fig. 2 is a similar view, showing the parts

in position with the cover raised.

ig. 3 is a transverse section through the
upper portion of the receptacle with the de-
vice of the invention applied thereto, taken
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following descripfion and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

Referring to the drawing, 10 designates a
receptacle of any approved type which, as
shown, may be rectangular in cross section
and provided with a closure on its upper end
in the form of a lid 11 connected to the
rear side of the container 10 by a hinge 12.

The operating device for the hinged lid
11 comprises a treadle 18 in the form of a
strip of metal bent U-shaped with its side

Specification of Lettérs Patent.

Patented July 12, 1921.
Serial No. 433,742.

portions arranged exteriorly against the op-
posite sides of the receptacle 10 and pivoted
at their free ends upon brackets 14 secured
to the opposite sides of the container 10 ad-
jacent the rear side thereof. The treadle 13
1s provided with an outwardly bent foot-
piece 15 at its intermediate portion, the foot-
piece being adapted to extend ountwardly
from the receptacle 10 to receive the foot for
depressing the treadle.

A lever 16 is pivoted at 17 against oppo-
site sides of the receptacle 10 near the upper
edge thereof, the lever 16 being pivoted %e-
tween its ends, and one end of each lever
16 being connected by a link 18 to the ad-
jacent side portion of the treadle 13 near the
free end of the latter. The other end of each
lever 16 is pivotally connected by a link 19
with the cover 11, the link 19 having piv-
otal connection with the cover 11 at a point
in spaced relation to the hinge 12. The
levers 16 are adapted to lie substantially in

a horizontal position below the cover 1L

when the latter is closed, and the link 18 is
pivoted to the rear end of the lever 16 -and
the link 19 is pivoted to the forward: end
thereof. :

A spring 20 has one end connected to each
lever 16 between its pivot 17 and the link
19, the other end of each spring 20 being se-
cured to the treadle 13 between its pivot 14
and the link 18. The action of the spring
90 is such that it normally urges the cover
11 into closed position, and cushions the
hinged cover 11 as it is swung into open po-
sition:

When the treadle 13 is depressed to open
the 1id 11, as shown in Fig. 2, the outer por-
tion. of the treadle engages beneath the
shoulder 21 of a spring catch 22 riveted or
otherwise suitably secured to the lower por-
tion of the front wall of the receptacle.
The spring catch 22 is provided with an out-
standing lip 23 which constitutes a cam at
its inner end and is curved accurately into
the shoulder 21 for springing the catch 22
outwardly as the treadle 13 moves over the
face of the cam and beneath the shoulder 21.

In operation, when the receptacle 10 is
closed, as shown in Fig. 1, and it is desired
to gain access to the mterior of the recep-
tacle, it is only necessary to place the foot
on the projection 15 and depress the treadle
13. As the treadle is swung down, it draws
the links 18 at opposite sides of the recep-
tacle and swings the lever 16 to move their
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rear ends downwardly and to lift their for-
ward ends. The upward thrust of the for-
ward ends of the levers 16 raises the links
19 and swings the cover 11 into an open po-
sition.  The spring 20 prevents the jarmng
of the cover 11 when it reaches its upper-
most position, and thus prevents injury to
the hinge 12 and the parts of the operating
mechanism. When the treadle 13 approaches
its lowermost position the forward portion
or bar of the treadle engages the spring catch
22 and forces the same outward sufficiently
to permit the shoulder 21 to snap over the
upper edge of the treadle and thus hold it in
lowered position. " The 1id 11 is thus held

" in open position, and when it is desired to
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close the lid it is only necessary to place the

foot upon the lip or projection 23 of the .

spring catch to depress the same and free
the treadle 13. The spring 20 now raises the
treadle 18 and causes the 1id 11 to close.

Having thus described the invention, what
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:— :

‘1. In a lid operating device, the combina-
tion with a receptacle having a hinged lid,
a U-shaped treadle pivoted at its free ends

-against the opposite sides of the receptacle

and extending across the front thereof, a
lever pivoted on each side of the receptacle
near the top thereof, a pair of links between
the treadle and one end of each of said
levers, a second pair of links between the
other ends of said levers and the lid, a spring
between the treadle and the adjacent lever
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at each side of the receptacle for urging the
treadle upwardly to close the lid, and foot
releasable means on the lower end of the re-
ceptacle adapted to engage the treadle for
holding the lid open against the - tension of
the spring. ,

2. In a lid operating device, the combina-
tion with a receptacle having a hinged lid,
atreadle pivoted upon the receptacle, operat-
ing means between the treadle and the lid
for opening the latter when the treadle is
depressed, and a spring catch carried upon
the lower end of the receptacle adapted to
automatically interlock with the treadle
when depressed and provided with an out-
standing portion adapted to be engaged by
the foot for releasing the treadle to close the
Lid.

3. In a lid operating device, the combina-
tion with a receptacle having a hinged lid,
a treadle pivoted on the receptacle, means

between the treadle and the lid for open-
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ing the latter when the treadle is depressed, -

means for normally urging said treadle up-
wardly to close the lid, and a spring catch
mounted on the receptacle adapted to auto-
matically interlock with the treadle when
depressed to hold the lid open, and provided
with means engageable by the foot fo release
the treadle whereby said spring is adapted to
raise said treadle and close the lid.

In testimony

natures. _
WILBERT C. HAGLEY.
EDWARD O. HAGLEY.

whereof we affix our sig-
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