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This invention relates to apparel and more 
particularly to a restraining garment for infants 
and children. One object of the invention is to 
provide a garment of this character which will 

5 serve very effectively to prevent an infant or child 

O 

5 

from Scratching its face or sucking its thumb 
Without being uncomfortable when worn, 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

restraining garment which may take the form 
of a night gown, shirt or dress having sleeves 
Which are of greater length than the arms of a 
child Wearing the garment and have their. Outer 
free end portions so constructed that the hands 
Will be entirely enclosed. Within the Sleeves and 
the child prevented from scratching its face or 
Sucking its thumb. 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide the outer ends of the sleeves with cuffs of 
Such construction that stiffening sheets may be 

0 inserted to prevent a child from placing its thumb 
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together With a portion of the sleeve or cuff into 
its mouth or using its hands to Scratch even if 
enclosed in long sleeves. - 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

stiffening sheets which can be easily inserted or 
removed and thereby permit removal of the Stiff 
ening sheets when the garment is to be laundered 
While at the same time So constructing the stiff 
ening sheets that they will be frictionally held 
Within the cuffs and cause the cuffs to be bulged 
outwardly from the sleeves and afford ample room 
for the child Or infant to freely move its hands. 
Therefore, the child Will not be inconvenienced 
by having itS hands confined in a Small Space and 
prevented from sleeping comfortably. 
With these and numerous other objects in view, 

my invention consistS in the novel features of 
construction, combination and arrangement of 
parts as Will be hereinafter referred to and more 
particularly pointed out in the specification and 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a part 

of this application: 
Figure 1 is a view of a restraining garment con 

structed in accordance with this invention; . 
Figure 2 is an enlarged view in elevation show 

ing a portion of one sleeve and a stiffening sheet 
and illustrating the difference in width between 
the sheet and the cuff into which it fits; 

Figure 3 is a side elevation showing the stiffen 
ing sheet within the cuff; 

Figure 4 is a view taken at right angles to 
Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
along the line 5-5 of Figure 3; 

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken along the 
line 6-6 of Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of one of the 
stiffening sheets. 

in describing my invention, I shall refer to the 
drawing in which similar reference characters 
designate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views. - 

infants and many children have the habit of 
Sucking their thumbs during the day or when 
they are asleep and also infants often scratch 
their faces as it is difficult to keep their nails 
properly cut. Sucking the thumb is a very bad 
habit as it causes mouth breathing and adenoids 
aid in addition pressure exerted by a thumb 
placed in an infant's mouth Will distort the upper 
Of OWer jawbone and not only Spoil the shape of 
the mouth but also cause protruding teeth. 

In Order to overcome this habit of thumb Suck 
ing and prevent an infant from scratching its 
face, I employ a garment. Which may be a night 
gown, Shirt, dress or similar garment and which 
is made with sieeves 2 of such length that they 
extend beyond the hands as shown in Figure 5. 
The Sleeves each consists of front and rear sec 
tions 3 having their side edges and the marginal 
edges at their outer ends sewed to form an in 
wardly extending seam 4 firmly uniting the sec 
tions and thereby providing the sleeves . With 
closed outer ends so that the child or infant can 
not thrust itS hands outwardly through the 
sleeves. . . . . . ; 

Cuffs 5 are provided for at the outer end por 
tions of the sleeves and each cuff is formed of 
fabric. Sections 6 of the same material from Which 
the sleeves and body of the garment are made. 
These sections are disposed against front and 
rear portions of the sleeves and have their mar 
ginal portions folded into the Seam 4 and secured 
therein as shown at 7 when the seam 4 is sewed. 
The cuff forming sections are firmly sewed along 
their Sides and Outer ends but their inner ends 
are free and provide centrances to pockets 8 
having the cuff Sections serving as their outer 
Walls and the covered portions of the sleeves 
forming their inner walls. Before being applied 
to the sieeves the cuff forming sections have their 
rear end portions folded inwardly to form flaps 9 
serving to reinforce the outer walls of the pockets 
and also providing finished edges for the cuffs and 
permitting stiffening sheets to be easily inserted 
or Withdrawn from the pocketS. 
The stiffening sheets 10 are formed of cellu 

loid and are initially flat but since they are 
formed of flexible material, they may be bowed 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

105 

10 



0 

20 

25 

40 

2 
transversely as shown in Figure 6 when thrust 
into the pockets. The stiffening sheets fit Snugly 
into the pockets with their edges in frictional 
binding engagement with margins of the pockets 
to prevent them from sliding freely and accident 
ally slipping out of the pockets and referring to 
Figure 2, it will be seen that the width of the 
stiffening sheet indicated by the line B is some 
What greater than the Width of the pocket indi 
cated by the line A and therefore the stiffening 
sheets must be bowed in order to insert then 
and Will retain their bowed condition. When in 
place. This will cause walls of the pockets to be 
bulged outwardly and ample room will be provided 
Within the sleeve to permit the child to freely 
move its hands without binding due to pressure. 
In order to more effectively cause frictional grip 
upon side edges of the stiffening sheets, the stitch 
ing may be Offset as shown at 11 in Figure 2, 
thereby providing opposed inwardly projecting 
portions which firmly grip the sheets from oppo 
site sides thereof and not only insure bowing of 
the same but also make it necessary to exert a 
certain amount of force in order to insert, or 
withdraw the sheets and prevent them from 
Working Out of the pockets. 
When this garment is in use, it is put on the 

child in the same manner in which a dress or 
nightgown is donned. The stiffening sheets may 
be inserted either before or after the garment has 
been put. On and when in place serve to hold the 
closed outer. end portions of the sleeves spaced 
from the child's hands and permit the child to 
move its hands freely. The fact that the cuffs 
and Outer end portions of the sleeves are stiffened 
by the sheets 10, prevents the child from scratch 
ing its face and also prevents the child from put 
ting its thumb together with a portion of the 
sleeve and cuff into its mouth. A child will thus 
be broken of the thumb sucking habit and also 
prevented from scratching its face and disfigur 
ing its face. The device will be particularly 
effective in preventing a child Scratching if 
afflicted with eczema, upon its face or other por 
tions of the body. When the garment is to be 
laundered, the stiffening sheets can be easily and 
quickly removed so that they will not be damaged 
or interfere with proper washing of the sleeves by 
hand or in a washing machine. 
From the above description of my improved 

garment, it will be seen that I have provided a 
Simple, inexpensive and efficient means for car 
rying out the objects of the invention. 
While I have particularly described the ele 

mentS. best adapted to perform the functions set 
forth, it is obvious that various changes in form, 
proportion and in the minor details of construc 
tion may be resorted to without departing from 
the Spirit or sacrificing any of the principles of 
the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, What is 
claimed is: 

1. A restraining garment for infants and chil 
dren, said garment having sleeves closed at their 

5 outer ends, cuffs for said sleeves forming pock 
ets open at their inner ends, and stiffening 
means in Said pockets disposed about portions 
of the sleeves Surrounding a person's hands. When 
the garment is worn. 

2. A restraining garment for infants and chil 
dren, Said garment having sleeves of a length to 
extend beyond the hands of a person Wearing the 
garment, Said sleeves being closed at their outer 
ends to confine the hands, cuffs fitting about the 
Outer end, portions of Said sleeves, and defining 

1,944,451. 
pockets open at their inner ends, and stiffening 
sheets fitted into said pockets and removable 
through the open inner ends thereof, said sheets 
being disposed about portions of the sleeves sur 
rounding the hands. 

3. A restraining garment for infants and chil 
dren, Said garment having sleeves of a length 
to extend beyond the hands of a person wear 
ing the garment, said sleeves being closed at 
their outer ends to confine the hands, cuffs fit 
ting about the Outer end portions of said sleeves 
and defining pocketS Open at their inner ends, 
and removable stiffening sheets fitted into said 
pockets through the inner ends thereof and dis 
posed about portions of the sleeves surrounding 
the hands, said sheets being bowed transverse 
ly when in place and serving to permit free 
movement of a person's hands and prevent 
Crumpling of the sleeves and cuffs. 

4. A restraining garment for infants and chil 
drea, Said garment having sleeves of a length to 
extend beyond the hands of a person wearing 
the garment, said sleeves being closed at their 
Outer ends to confine the hands, cuffs fitting 
about the outer end portions of said sleeves and 
Sewed along outer ends and opposite sides of 
the sleeves to define opposed pockets open at 
their inner ends, and stiffening sheets of flexible 
material fitted into said pockets through the 
open inner ends thereof and having binding fit 
therein, the stiffening sheets being disposed 
about portions of the sleeves. Surrounding the 
hands. 

5. A restraining garment for.infants and chil 
dren, Said garment having sleeves of a length to 
extend beyond the hands of a person wearing the 
garment, said sleeves each consisting of front 
and rear Sections having their side edges and 
Outer marginal edges Sewed together to form a 
sleeve closed at its outer end, cuffs for said sleeves 
consisting of front and rear sections having their 
Side edges and outer ends sewed into the seams 
uniting front and rear sections of said sleeves, 
Said cuff Sections defining pockets open at their 
inner ends and stiffening sheets fitted into said 
pockets through their open rear ends and hav 
ing binding fit therein, the stiffening sheets be 
ing disposed about portions of the sleeves sur 
rounding the hands. 

6. A restraining garment for infants and chil 
dren, Said garment having sleeves of a length 
to extend beyond the hands of a person wear 
ing the garment, said sleeves each consisting of 
front and rear Sections having their side edges 
and Outer marginal edges sewed together to form 
a sleeve closed at its outer end, cuffs for said 
sleeves consisting of front and rear sections hav 
ing their Side edges and outer ends sewed into 
the Sean S. uniting front and rear sections of said 
sleeves, Said cuff sections defining pockets open 
at their inner ends and stiffening sheets fitted 
into Said pockets through their open rear ends 
and disposed about portions of the sleeves sur 
rounding the hands, the stiffening sheets being 
initially flat and of slightly greater width than 
the pockets whereby the sheets when in place 
Within the pockets will be bowed transversely 
and cause the cuffs to bulge transversely about 
the sleeves. 

7. A restraining garment for infants and chil 
dren, Said garment having sleeves of a length 
to extend beyond the hands of a person wear 
ing the garment, said sleeves each consisting of 
front and rear. Sections, having their side edges 
and Outer marginal edges sewed together to form 
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a sleeve closed at its outer end, cuffs for said 
sleeves consisting of front and rear sections hav 
ing their side edges and Outer ends Sewed into 
the seams uniting front and rear sections of said 
sleeves, said cuff Sections defining pockets open 
at their inner ends and inner end portions of 
the cuff Sections being turned in Wardly, and stif 

fening sheets fitted into said pockets through 
their open rear ends and having binding fit 
therein, the stiffening sheets being disposed 
about portions of the sleeves surrounding the 
hands. 80 
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