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This invention relates to building block construction, 
and more particularly to building blocks such as used by 
children in building toy structures such as houses, walls 
or the like. 
The primary object of the invention is to provide build 

ing blocks which are constructed so that grooves are pro 
vided in the ends thereof which register when blocks are 
placed together in the formation of a toy building struc 
ture, the grooves receiving keys of a construction to se 
cure the blocks together. 
Another object of the invention is to provide grooves in 

the faces of building blocks, the grooves having substan 
tially rectangular walls in which keys of rounded con 
struction are positioned, the difference in construction of 
the grooves and keys presenting openings in which a tool 
may be inserted between the keys and walls of the open 
ings, for engagement with the keys, to remove the keys 
from the grooves, when it is desired to disassemble the 
blocks. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view which 

will appear as the description proceeds, the invention 
consists of certain novel details of construction and com 
binations of parts hereinafter more fully described and 
pointed out in the claim, it being understood that changes 
may be made in the construction and arrangement of 
parts without departing from the spirit of the invention 
as claimed. 

Referring to the drawing, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating several 

blocks, constructed in accordance with the invention, as 
connected by a key, constructed in accordance with the 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is an elevational view partly in section, illustrat 
ing a key as connecting blocks laid at right angles with 
respect to each other. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmental plan view of blocks placed in 
longitudinal alignment with respect to each other, and 
a key connecting the adjacent ends of the block. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the key used in con 
nection with the blocks. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the reference char 
acter 5 indicates building blocks, which are provided with 
grooves 6 formed in one of their longitudinal edges, 
which grooves communicate with grooves 7 of like con 
struction, formed in the ends of the blocks. 
As clearly shown by the drawing, these grooves are 
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substantially dovetail-shaped and comprise angular walls 
8 and 9 forming opposite edges of the grooves. 

These grooves are formed in the ends and one of the 
edges of each block, the grooves being formed along 
the longitudinal axes of the blocks. 

These grooves provide keyways for the reception of 
the keys which embody a double cylinder construction 
indicated by the reference character 10, the keys being so 
constructed that they will pass into the grooves which 
are aligned in adjacent blocks, when the blocks are placed 
or positioned in the construction of a wall or building, 
as shown by the drawing. Because the keys are of 
rounded construction, and the walls of the grooves in 
which the keys are positioned, are of substantially rec 
tangular construction, it will be noted that when the 
keys have been positioned in the grooves, spaces such 
as indicated at 1 are provided for the insertion of a 
suitable tool having a hook at one end thereof, which 
may be hooked into the keys and the keys removed by 
pulling the tool with the key attached, from the opening. 

It might be further stated that because of the con 
struction of the grooves and keys, the blocks may not 
only be laid in longitudinal alignment with respect to 
each other, but may be used as corner blocks, as indicated 
in Fig. 1 of the drawing, the grooves of the adjacent 
blocks aligning for the reception of keys in a manner 
as described to securely hold the blocks in connected rela 
tion. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that due to the con 

struction shown and described, I have provided building 
blocks which are specially adapted for use in building 
toy structures from toy blocks, the blocks being tied 
together by the keys so that they may not be readily 
pushed over or disconnected. 

While I have shown and described the blocks as de 
signed as toy building blocks, it is to be understood that 
the principle of the invention can be carried out in the 
construction of building blocks used in building struc 
tures, without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed is: 
The combination with building blocks having straight 

walled substantially V-shaped key-ways in surfaces there 
of, the key-ways of adjacent blocks aligning in the forma 
tion of a course, each keyway being formed of a pair 
of confronting V-shaped channels, the outer edge of 
each channel being flush with the adjacent surface of 
each block, of keys of parallel cylindrical construction, 
fitted within said V-shaped keyways, each block being 
formed with a rectangular groove at the inner end of 
each keyway thereby providing inner spaces between 
portions of said keys and keyways for insertion of a key 
removing tool. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

1,163,851 Pringle ---------------- Dec. 14, 1915 
1985,992 Hayman -------------- Jan. 1, 1935 
2,225,612 Allen ---------------- Dec. 24, 1940 
2,407,927 Hayden -------------- Sept. 17, 1946 


