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This invention relates to card game apparatus, 
and more particularly to card holding apparatus. 
This invention has been found particularly use 

ful in card games, such as, for instance, duplicate 
bridge, wherein a plurality of decks of cards are 
divided into a plurality of different playing hands, 
either previous to the play, as they are played, or 
thereafter, the individual hands being separately 
Segregated, identified and kept intact So that they 
may be played over again, either by the same part 
ners or their opponents, or in any desired order. 
The primary object of this invention is to pro 

Wide an improved, practical and compact appara 
tus for holding individual groups of cards segre 
gated, identified and intact for subsequent play. 
In accordance With One embodiment of this 

invention, a card holding apparatus is provided 
Which conprises a noded tray-like body which 
defines an interior space therein having four par 
tially independent intercommunicating compart 
ments for four groups of cards arranged so that 
tWo groups are retained at one level and two 
groups at a different level overlappingly in con 
tact With and at angles to the first two groups. 
A plate bearing identifying indicia is assembled 
On the body above the groups of cards and firmly 
retains each group in its respective Compartment, 
while still permitting each group to be easily in 
serted in or taken out of its compartment with 
out interfering With the other groups. A rack is 
provided for holding a set of holders in stacked 
relation comprising a molded base having two 
vertical standards fixed thereto which fit in diag 
onally opposite Corner recesses in the cardholders 
and a removable and lockable crossbar, also serv 
ing as a handle, interconnects the upper ends of 
the standards to lock the holders together as a 
set and prevent unauthorized inspection of the 
cards, the top holder being placed upside down. 
A more complete understanding of the inven 

tion may be secured from the following specifica 
tion considered in connection with the accom 
panying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perSpective View of a card holding 
apparatus embodying the invention, in which a 
group of cards is shown in one of each of the 
different level compartments, one compartment 
Of one level being empty of cards and one con 
partment of the other level having its group of 
cards partially removed; & 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical section taken on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1 with a group of cards in 
each compartment of the holder; and 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the rack for 
holding a set of card holders. 

(C. 23-151) 
Referring now to the drawing, and particularly 

to Figs. and 2, a cardholder or tray is indicated 
in general by the numeral comprising a one 
piece molded body member made of bakelite or 
Other Suitable molding material. The body men 
ber is square and provided with two parallel 
lower rectangular card holding compartments 2 
and S. Separated by a reinforcing rib 4 rising 
from a bottom surface and forming inner side 
Walls 8 of the compartments. End walls 9 of 
the compartments disposed at right angles to the 
inner side Walls 8 also rise from the bottom sur 
face to a common height with the inner walls, 
except at their outer ends where they rise to the 
greatest depth of the body member, while Outer 
side walls 20 parallel to the inner side walls are 
slightly higher than the latter Walls to provide 
stop surfaces for each group of cards indicated 
at 2 and 22 to prevent them from sliding acci 
dentally out of the compartments. 

Suitably Secured by cement or otherwise in a 
round hole 25 formed in the rib. 4 intermediate 
its length is a reduced round end of a square 
shank 26 integrally formed on a square molded 
bakelite plate 27, the Square shank having oppo 
site walls thereof flush with the inner walls 8 
Of the Compartments 2 and 3. The lower Sur 
face of the piate 27 is spaced from the upper sur 
face of the rib 4 by the shank 26, a distance 
Substantially the same as the height of the inner 
side Walls 8 and the end walls 9 of the com 
partments. Preferably this space should be only 
slightly greater than the thickness of a group 
of cards. 
Above the two lower compartments f2 and 3 

are two parallel upper rectangular card holding 
Compartments 28 and 29 Separated by the shank 
26 of the plate 27, and arranged at right angles 
to the lower compartments, each having a, bottom 
T-shaped surface 32 formed from the upper sur 
face of the rib 4 at each side of the shank 26 
of the plate 2 and a right angle extension of the 
upper Surfaces of the end walls 9 of the lower 
Compartments, the extensions and the upper sur 
face of the rib being in a common plane. Inner 
side walls 33 of the upper compartments are pro 
Wided by Opposite sides of the Shank 26 of the 
plate 27 between the upper surface of the rib 4 
and the lower Surface of the plate 27, while outer 
Side Walls 34, parallel to the inner side walls 33 
of the upper compartments rise from the bottom 
Surface 32 to a height which is subtantially in the 
plane of the upper surface of the plate 27. 
The plate 27, which extends from the center 

of the body member , partially covers the four 
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2 
compartments and is effective in cooperation 
With the end and outer Side walls of the compart 
ments to prevent the cards from falling out of 
the Several Compartments, in any position of 
the holder, When each compartiment contains its 
group Of cards. Like the Outer side Walls 20 of 
the lower compartments, the outer Side walls 34 
of the upper compartments are sufficiently high 
to provide stop Surfaces for the upper cards of 
each group, only one of Which is illustrated, in 
dicated at 35, to prevent them from sliding ac 
cidentally out of the compartments. End walls 
39 of the upper compartments rise from the bot 
tOm Surface 32 and terminate in the plane of 
the Outer Side Walls SA, the end walls 9 - of the 
lower compartments at this point being of a con 
In On height With the end Walls of the upper con 
partmentS. The junction of the end walls 9 and 
39 of the lower and upper compartments, re 
Spectively, which rise to a common height and 
Which is the greatest depth of the body member 

, provides, a reinforced portion 40 at each cor 
ner of the body member. 
To facilitate the removal of each of the groups 

of cards from their respective compartments, the 
Outer Side Walls 2 and 34 and the bottom Wals 

and 32 of the compartments are formed with 
Semi-circular finger notches 4. Each corner 
portion 40 of the body member is formed With 
an arc-shaped recess or notch 42 for a purpose 
to be described hereinafter. 

For simplicity and accuracy of description the 
four compartments have been referred to So far 
as if they were independent entities. Reference 
to the drawing shows at once that the interior 
Space defined by the inner surface of the tray 
and the cooperating Surfaces of the central shank 
and plate, actually presents the four compart 
mentS aS intercommunicating without any com 
plete partitions between except as to an outer 
longitudinal half or less of each compartment 
defined between the several pairs of consecutive 
corner members 4t. Compartments for groups 
2 and 22 do not communicate, directly but do so 
by Way of both the other compartments. When 
in use, each compartment is further partially 
defined and walled by the cards in the two com 
partments above or below. Thus, the groups of 
cards coact With the holder to retain each other 
in place. 
The upper Surface of the center plate 27 has 

inscribed thereon adjacent each of its four outer 
edges one of the letters N, E, S and W, designat 
ing north, east, South and west players, an arrow 
pointing to the letter N, and such other indicia, 
may be inscribed thereon as may be found de 
Sirable to facilitate the use of the apparatus in 
playing different types of card games. For ex 
ample, in duplicate contract bridge. certain plates 
Will indicate that one or both pairs of players 
are "Vulnerable'. To indicate the position of the 
dealer, the Word “Dealer' is inscribed upon one 
or the other of the bottom. Surfaces 7 or 32 of the 
lower and upper compartments, respectively, of 
the body member if, and in such position that it 
Will be hid when the group of cards is in the 
compartment. In making up a set of four card 
holders 0, the center plates 27 and the body 
members will be assembled. So that one of the 
letters N, E, S and W on the plates will appear 
opposite the Word “Dealer' of the associated body 
member in each completed holder O. In play 
ing, for instance, duplicate contract bridge the 
Various combinations of “Dealer' and 'Vulner 
able' require generally a total of Sixteen card 
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holders 0, each of which is provided with a 
Serial number inscribed preferably on its bot 
tom surface as indicated at 43 (Fig. 3). 
For conveniently holding and carrying a set 

Of Sixteen holders in Stacked relation and lock 
ing them together as a unit to prevent unauthor 
ized in Spection of the four groups of cards con 
tained in any holder, a rack is provided which is 
indicated in general by the numeral 44 (Fig. 3). 
The rack 44 comprises a molded bakelite base 45 
having fixed thereto in opposite diagonal cor 
ners two vertical standards 46 which, when the 
card holders 0 are Stacked upon the base 45 as 
shown in Fig. 3, fit into one, or the other, pair of 
the diagonally opposite arc-shaped notches 42 
formed in the corners of the card holders. To 
protect the cards in the top holder O of the stack 
it is turned upside down. The upper end of each 
of the standards 46 is formed with a peripheral 
annular channel 4 disposed a short distance be 
low the upper end thereof, which is in the form 
of a rounded head, indicated at 8. A cross bar 
49, which also serves as a handle for the rack 44, 
connects the standards 46 at their upper ends, 
the bar being formed with Suitably shaped slots 
at each end (not shown) for receiving the upper 
ends of the Standards 46 and thereafter upon a 
Slight longitudinal movement of the bar the lat 
ter may be latched under the lower annular Sur 
face of the heads 48. The bar 49 is locked in 
its latched position to the standards by a lock 
59 which is operatively associated with one of 
the slotS in the bar. 
Due to the particular arrangement of the card 

holding compartments, as described above, a very 
Compact and efficient card holder or tray is pro 
Wided and one which is pleasing in appearance. 
Also it Will be obvious that any group or hand 
of cards may be readily inserted in or removed 
from any compartment at either level regardless 
of Whether the other compartments contain 
cards or are empty, and with a minimum of 
injury to the cards due to the ready accessibility 
and openness of the compartments. Further 
more, the center plate 27 above the compart 
ments, which partially covers the compartments, 
is effective in cooperation with the end and outer 
Side Walls of the compartments to prevent the 
cards from falling out of the several compart 
ments, in any position of the holder, when each 
Compartment contains its group of cards. The 
center plate also provides a convenient surface 
for inscribing identifying indicia useful in play 
ing card games to which the holders 0 are ap 
plicable. Due to the fact that the center plate 
can a SSume any Cne of four positions, the Word 
"Dealer' can be molded into the base, all of the 
bases being thus identical. Also the notching 
of the corners of the holder in cooperation With 
the Standards 46 of the rack 4 provides means 
Whereby the holderS may be stacked in a set on 
the rack and locked thereto to prevent unauthor 
ized inspection of the hands of cards carried in 
the holder, compartments. 

It Will be understood that the embodiment 
herein described is merely illustrative of the in 
Vention and One application thereof, the inven 
tion being limited only by the scope of the ap 
pended claims, 
What is claimed is: 
i. A holder for a plurality of groups of cards 

having a set of card compartments at one common 
level, and a Set of card compartments at another 
common level, the compartments at one level 
being arranged to overlap and communicate with 
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2,043,343 
the compartments at the other level whereby 
groups of cards arranged in the holder coact with 
the holder to retain each other in place. 

2. A holder for a plurality of groups of cards 
having a set of card compartments at one com 
mon level, and a set of card compartments at 
another common level, the compartments at One 
level being arranged to overlap and communicate 
with the compartments at the other level, the 
compartments of each set being Substantially 
parallel to each other and not parallel to the com 
partments of the other set, all whereby groups 
of cards arranged in the holder coact with the 
holder to retain each other in place. 

3. A holder for a plurality of groups of cards 
having a set of card compartments at One Com 
mon level, and a set of card compartments at 
another common level, the compartments at one 
level being arranged to overlap transversely and 
communicate with the compartments at the other 
level whereby groups of cards arranged in the 
holder coact with the holder to retain each other 
in place. 

4. A holder for four groups of cards having tWO 
opposite card compartments at one common 
level, and two opposite card compartments at 
another common level, the compartments at one 
level being arranged to overlap and communicate 
with the compartments at the other level where 
by groups of cards arranged in the holder coact 
Witin the holder to retain each other in place. 

5. A holder for four groups of cards having 
two mutually parallel card compartments at a 
common lower level, and two other mutually par 
allel card compartments overlapping and con 
municating with the first two compartments, the 
two sets of compartments having their lengths 
extending in directions substantially at right 
angles to each other. 

6. A holder for a plurality of groups of cards 
having a set of card compartments open at the 
top at a common lower level, a set of card Con 
partments at a common upper level open at the 
top and arranged to overlap and communicate With 
the compartments at the lower level, and a plate 
fixed to the holder for partially covering the com 
partments, whereby groups of cards arranged in 
the compartments coact with the holder and with 
the plate to retain each other in place. 

7. A holder for four groups of cards having tWO 
mutually parallel card compartments open at the 
top at a common lower level, two mutually paral 
iel card compartments open at the top at a com 
mon upper level arranged to overlap and Con 
municate with the compartments at the lower 
level, and a plate fixed to the holder and extend 
ing from the center thereof for partially covering 
the compartments, the two sets of compartments 
having their lengths extending in directions sub 
stantially at right angles to each other, all Where 
by groups of cards arranged in the holder coact 
With the holder and with the plate to retain each 
other in place. 

8. A holder for a plurality of groups of cards 
comprising a unitary body member having a set 
of mutually parallel card compartments at 
a common lower level and a set of mutually par 
allel card compartments arranged to overlap 
and communicate with the first set of compart 
ments, and a plate carried by said body member 
for partially covering the compartments, the two 
sets of compartments having their lengths ex 
tending in directions substantially at right angles 
to each other, all whereby groups of cards ar 

3 
ranged in the holder coact with the holder and 
with the plate to retain each other in place. 

9. A holder for four groups of cards comprising 
a unitary body member having two mutually par 
allel card compartments open at the top at one 
common level and two mutually parallel card 
compartmentS Open at the top at a different Com 
mon level arranged to overlap and communicate 
with the first two compartments, and a plate bear 
ing identifying indicia cemented to said body 
member and extending from the center thereof 
for partially covering the corn partments, the two 
sets of compartments having their lengths ex 
tending in directions substantially at right angles 
to each other, all whereby groups of cards ar 
ranged in the holder coact with the hoider and 
with the plate to retain each other in place. 

10. A holder for four groups of cards compris 
ing a body member having two card compart 
ments at one level, and two card compartments at 
another level, the compartments at one level. ar 
ranged to overlap the compartments at the other 
level, said body member formed with a separat 
ing wall for the compartments of one level, and 
With end and Outer Side Walls for each of Said : 
compartments at the different leveis effective 
to prevent the cards in the several compartments 
from sliding either endwise or transversely out of 
Said compartments, and a plate having a portion 
fixed to the upper Surface of Said Separating Wall 
for spacing the plate therefrom, said plate por 
tion forming a separating wall for the compart 
ments at the higher level, said plate partially 
covering each of said lower and upper level com 
partments and effective with said end and Outer 
side compartment Walls to prevent the cards from 
falling out of the several compartments in any 
position of the holder When each compartment 
contains a group of cards. 

11. A holder for four groups of cards compris 
ing a body member having a pair of card com 
partments at a lower level, a Wall separating said 
compartments, end and outer side walls for said 
compartments, a pair of card compartments at an 
upper level overlapping transversely Said lower : 
compartments, the bottoms of Said upper Com 
partments being formed by the upper surfaces of 
said separating and end walls for said lower com 
partments, end and outer side walls for said 
upper compartments, said latter end walls ex 
tending inwardly at each corner of the body 
member from said latter side walls to the inner 
surfaces of said end walls for said lower compart 
ments, the upper surfaces of the end Walls of said 
lower and upper compartments at the corners of 
the body member being in a common plane, a plate 
spaced from the upper Surface of Said separating 
wall for said lower compartments for partially 
covering each of said lower and upper compart 
ments, and means between said plate and sepa-. 
rating wall for separating said upper compart 
ments and securing said plate to said body mem 
ber. 

12. A holder for cards comprising a member 
having card holding compartmentS, Said member 6 
having notches at diagonally opposite corners 
thereof for cooperation. With a carrier for the 
holder. 

13. A holder for cards comprising a member 
having card holding compartments, said member 
being formed with arc-shaped notches extending 
across the depth of the holder at diagonally op 
posite corners thereof for cooperation with a 
mounting device for the holder. 

14. A holder for cards comprising a member 
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4. 
having cardholding compartments, said member 
having notches at diagonally opposite corners 
thereof, the holder being designed to be assembled 
in stacked relation with other holdiers, the notches 
of the Stacked holders being a lined for coopera 
tion with a mounting and Securing device for the 
Stacked holders. 

15. A holder for cards comprising a square 
Shaped member having card holding compart 
ments, Said member having a notch in each of the 
four corners thereof whereby either pair of di 
agonally opposite notches may be used in coopera 
tion. With a mounting device for the holder. 

16. A holder for a plurality of groups of cards 
having a plurality of card compartments open at 
the top in a common plane, a plurality of card 
compartments open at the top in another com 
mon plane, the compartments in one plane being 
arranged to overlap and Communicate With the 
compartments in the other plane, and means car 
ried by the holder for partially covering the com 
partments. Whereby groups of cards arranged in 
the holder coact with the holder and the means 
to retain each other in place. 

17. A holder for a plurality of groups of cards 
comprising a body member having a plurality of 
card . compartments open at the top in a con 
imon plane, a plurality of card compartments open 
at the top in another common plane, the com 
partmentS. in One plane being arranged to over 
lap and communicate with the compartments in 
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the other plane, said body member being formed 
With separating walls for the compartments in 
the different planes, and with end and outer side 
Walls for each of said compartments in the differ 
ent planes effective to prevent the cards in the 
Several compartments from Sliding either end Wise 
Ol' transversely out of Said compartments. 

18. A holder for four hands of cards having a 
pair of compartments open at the top at one level 
accessible respectively from opposite sides of the 
holder, and a second pair of compartments open 
at the top at a higher level and overlapping and 
communicating with said first compartments, 
Said Second pair. of compartments being acces 
Sible respectively from the opposite sides at right 
angles to Said first sides. 

19. A holder for four hands of cards having a 
pair of compartments open at the top at one level 
accessible respectively from opposite sides of the 
holder, and a Second pair of compartments open 
at the top at a higher level and overlapping and 
communicating with Said first compartments, 
Said Second pair of compartments being accessible 
respectively from the opposite sides at right an 
gies to Said first sides, said holder comprising as 
its main element an integral body forming the 
floors of Said compartments, a partition between 
the lowermost compartments and outside retain 
ing Walls for the four compartments. 

STANLEY F. WARNER. 
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