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To all whom i may concern: 
Be it known that I, GUY CARLETON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Camden, in the county of Knox and State 
of Maine, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Automatic Inking-Stamps, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to automatic inking 

stamps, and its objects are to furnish a con 
stant and uniform supply of ink to the type, 
to readily substitute a new source of ink 
supply for the old when desirable, to in 
stantly detach and apply plates carrying 
various arrangements of type, and to sin 
plify and render more effective the opera 
tion of the several parts. 
My invention primarily consists in con 

structing a removable inking pad which is 
arranged to move laterally with each stroke 
of the stamp so as to constantly present a 
new inking surface to the type when coming 
in contact with the same. 
My invention further consists in the modi 

fications and novel arrangement of parts 
more particularly hereinafter pointed out, 
described and claimed. V 
In the prior self inking stamps now On 

the market, the ink pad is placed in an im 
movable position, so that the type when con 
tacting with the pad always strikes the same 
spot and leaves the area outside undisturbed. 
The result is that the ink is soon removed 
from said spot, and has to be replenished 
from the bottle with a brush or dropper 
a tedious and uncleanly process, and for a 
time making the impression of the type 
blurred and indistinct because of the pres 
ence of too much ink. Ordinarily after 
newly inking one of the old style stamps, the 
blurred effect of an oversupply of ink con 
tinues until the ink is largely exhausted, and 
effective work can be done only for a short 
time until the impression becomes faint be 
cause of the exhaustion of the ink When a 
new supply is required. 
With my inproved movable pad and 

mechanism for operating the same i am en 
abled to supply automatically an even and 
constant supply of ink, simply by having 
successive portions of the sulface of the pad 
come in contact with the type, and thereby 
avoiding repeated contacts with the same 
place. When the impression of the type 
discloses the slightest faintness, the old pad 

as a whole can be readily removed and a 
new one Substituted, or the old pad be re 
placed after being properly reinked. 

Attention is hereby directed to the ac 
companying drawing in which similar nu 
Inerals of designation refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. 

Figure 1 is an end elevation of my im 
proved stamp; Fig. 2 is a side elevation of 
Fig. 1, showing the handle partly in sec 
tion; Fig. 3 is a vertical section of the lower 
position of the stamp shown in Fig. 1: Fig. 
4 is a cross Section of Fig. 2 on line 4-4 
looking in the direction of the arrows, and 
Fig. 5 is a cross section of Fig. 2 on line 
5-5 looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Referring to the drawing, the standards 
6 and 7, are constructed of metal in any con 
venient size and form and are secured to 
gether by means of the rods S and 9, and the 
plate 10, which is affixed to said standards 
by the screws 11. Blazed at its lower ex 
tremity to the central portion of the plate 
10, is the tube 12 which extends upwardly 
and engages with the sleeve 13 in the han 
dle 14 of the plunger 15. To keep the tube 
12 and sleeve 13 in the normal relation 
shown in FigS. 1 and 2, the helical spring 
16 is installed within the hollow formed be 
tween the same. 
The plunger 15, as is usual in this form 

of inking stamp, is forked to form the arms 
17 and 18 which respectively extend outside 
of each of the standards 6 and 7. The ends 
of said arms are connected by means of the 
rod 19, which engages with the vertical 
slots 20 and 21 formed in each of the stand 
ards and serving as guides for the plunger. 
The inking pad 22 is secured to the plate 

23 by means of the metallic clips 24 and 
Screws 25, and may easily be removed by 
detaching said clips. The edges of the plate 
23 engage with the horizontal grooves 26, 
and slide therein, the ink pad 22 resting 
upon the two rollers 27. Each of these 
rollers is mounted upon a rod 28, the ends 
of which engage with vertical grooves 29, 
in the standards, and are kept in proper 
position by the springs 30, each of which is 
Supported at its central portion by a stud 31, 
upon one of the standards. (See Fig. 3). 
Mounted upon the rod 19, between the 

standards 6 and 7 is the type carrier 32, to 
which is detachably secured, the plate 33, 
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upon which is mounted the block 34, carry 
ing the electrotype. Each end of the carrier 
32 is bent downwardly at a right angle to 
form the portion 35 constructed with the 
grooves 36 for the purpose of engaging with 
the studs 37 in the well known manner when 
the plunger is depressed and a Surface is 
stamped. 
Upon the upper surface of the plate 23, 

is brazed the lug 38, having therein the 
groove 39. (See Fig. 5). Upon the under 
portion of the plate 10, is secured the ratchet 
40 and pawl 41, which is held in engagement 
by means of the spring 42. The ratchet is 
actuated by the circular shaped arm 43 
which is pivoted at one end at the point 47, 
and has the other end 44 shaped to engage 
with the cam 46 in the arm. 17. A pawl 48 
pivotally mounted on the circular arm 43, 
and kept in engagement by the Spring 45, 
serves to move the teeth of the ratchet one 
at a time with the movement of the arm 43 
When the end 44 is actuated by the can 46. 
Upon the ratchet 40 is mounted the stud 49 
which is in constant engagement with the 
groove 39, the movement of the ratchet be 
ing thereby communicated to the plate 23 
and the same caused to move step by step 
with each movement of the plunger. 
The operation of my stamp is as fol 

lows-the device is placed over the paper or 
document to be stamped, and the handle is 
depressed, the type carrier is thereby caused 
to reverse the position of the type from an 
upright position to one in which the type is 
presented downwardly to the Work, and the 
paper or document is imprinted with the 
type. At the same time the arm 43 is 
caused to move by reason of the engagement 
of its end 44 with the cam 46, and the stud 
49 is moved with the ratchet. The slight 
movement of the stud is communicated to 
the slide 23 to which the ink pad is at 
tached, so that when the type returns to its 
upright position it comes in contact with a 
new portion of the surface of the pad. The 
actual path of the lug 49 is shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 5, the slide 23 following such 
movement by sliding back and forth in its 
grooves 26, 26, and the groove 39 permitting 
free play of the lug in directions across 
the path of the slide 23. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent is:- 
1. In an automatic inking stamp, a 

plunger, a printing block operatively con 
nected with said plunger, a movable inking 
pad, means for securing said pad against 
movement except in a straight path lateral 
to the path of the plunger, and means for 
automatically bringing different portions of 
the surface of said pad in contact with the 
face of said block by the movement of Said 
plunger. 

2. In an automatic inking stamp, a 
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plunger, a printing block operatively con 
nected with said plunger, a movable inking 
pad, means for securing said pad against 
movement except in a straight path at right 
angles to the path of the plunger, and means 
for automatically bringing different portions 
of the surface of said pad in contact with 
the face of said block by the movement of 
said plunger. 

3. In an automatic inking stamp, a plun 
ger, a printing block operatively connected 
to Said plunger, an inking pad, guides for 
Said pad securing the same against move 
ment in any direction except in a straight 
path lateral to the path of the plunger, and 
means for automatically bringing different 
portions of the surface of said pad in contact 
with the face of said block by the movement 
of Said plunger. 

4. In an automatic inking stamp, a plun 
ger, a printing block operatively connected 
with said plunger, a movable inking pad, 
a stationary way for said pad located at 
right angles to the path of said plunger and 
limiting the movement of said pad solely 
to its path in Said Way, a ratchet and pawl 
connected with said pad and arranged to 
move the same in said way, a cam carried 
by said plunger and operatively connected 
with said ratchet, and means for bringing 
the face of said block in contact with said 
pad by the movement of the plunger. 

5. In an automatic inking pad, a main 
frame, a plunger mounted on Said frame, a 
printing block operatively connected with 
said plunger, a movable inking pad having 
a groove therein, a way for said pad, a stud 
engaging with said groove and affixed to a 
ratchet mounted upon said main frame, 
means for automatically imparting move 
ment to Said ratchet, and thereby causing 
said pad to move in Said way, and means 
for bringing the face of Said block in con 
tact with said pad by the movement of said 
plunger. 

6. In an automatic inking pad, a main 
frame, a plunger mounted on said frame, a 
printing block operatively connected with 
said plunger, a movable inking pad having 
a groove therein, a way for said pad, a stud 
engaging with said groove and affixed to a 
ratchet mounted upon said main frame, a 
cam carried by Said plunger and operatively 
connected with said ratchet, and means for 
bringing the face of said block in contact 
with said pad by the movement of said 
plunger. 

7. In an automatic inking stamp, a piun 
ge', a printing block operatively connected 
with said plunger, a movable inking pad, 
frictional rollers supporting said pad, means 
for automatically imparting a step by step 
Imovement of Said pad back and forth upon 
said rollers in a straight path lateral to the 
direction of the movement of Said plunger, 
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and means for bringing the face of said for bringing the face of said block in con 
block in contact with said pad by the move. tact with said pad by the movement of said 
ment of said plunger. plunger. 

8. In an automatic inking stamp, a plun. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 15 
ger, a printing block operatively connected my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
with said plunger, a movable inking pad, nesses, this 12th day of January, 1912. 
self adjusting frictional rollers supporting 
said pad, means for automatically noving GUY CARLETON. 
Said pad back and forth upon said roilers in Witnesses: 
a straight path lateral to the direction of J. H. MoNTGOMERY, 
the movement of said plunger, and means O. H. EMERY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


