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This invention relates to a sign construction and is
more particularly concerned with a novel illuminated sign
construction applicable to a biliboard, or the like.

Billboards such as are commonly used for out door ad-
vertising, that is, along strests and highways or atop
buildings, have become substantially standardized in size
and construction. The conventional billboard of the

" character referred to is characterized by flat, vertically
disposed panels measuring approximately 12 to 15 feet
high and 25 to 60 feet long, and upon which advertis-
ing material is painted or otherwise applied. The ordi-
nary billboard is illuminated by means of suitable flood
lights, or the like, positioned forwardly of and directed
onto the panel.

In certain localities throughout the country, the size
of billboards is restricted by law, with the resuit that
the amount of advertising material that can be applied
thereto is materially limited.

An object of the present invention is to provide an
illuminated sign construction applicable to an existing
billboard, of maximum size permitted by law, .and
adapted to supplement the advertisement on the bill-
board.

A feature of the present invention is to provide a.sign
construction including a plurality of box-like units hav-
ing fromt panels with translucent letters or advertising
material therein and adapted to be arranged along the
top edge of a billboard to project upwardly therefrom. )

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
novel means for mounting the units of the sign construc-
tion to the billboard whereby the units can. be easily and
quickly applied to and removed from the billboard and
whereby they can be advantageously shifted and posi-
tioned longitudinally of the billboard.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
means whereby the panels of the units can be advanta-
geously removed and changed as circumstances require
and without the necessity of disengaging the units from
the sign construction.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a sign construction of the character referred to which
is both easy and economical of manufacture and which is
both highly effective and dependable in operation.

The various objects and features of my invention will
be fully undeistood from the following detailed descrip-
tion of a typical preferred form and application of my

invention, thronghout which description reference is made .

to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a billboard and show-
ing the sign construction provided by the present inven-
tion applied thereto. .

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detailed sectional view of the

construction illustrated in Fig. 1 and taken as indicated:

by line 2—2 on Fig. 1. :
Fig. 3 is a rear elevational view of the structure illus-
trated in Fig. 1.

- Fig. 4 is an enlarged detailed sectional view of a por--
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tion of the structure that I provide and taken as indicated
by line 4—4 on Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged view of one of the units of the
present invention and having parts thereof broken away
to show in section, it being a view substantially as indi-
cated by line 5—S5 on Fig. 2.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged detailed sectional view taken as
indicated by line 6—6 on Fig. 5.

Fig. 7 is an enlarged detailed sectional view taken as
indicated by line 7—-7 on Fig. 5.

Fig. 8 is an exploded perspective view of one of the
units of my construction.

The sign construction A provided by the present in-
vention is applicable to a billboard B and includes, a
plurality of box-like units C and a mounting means D
adapted to mount the unit C on the -billboard.

The billboard B illustrated in the drawings is shown
as involving a box-like body fabricated of sheet metal
and including, a flat, vertically disposed, rectangular
back 10, a flat, vertically disposed, rectangular front
panel 11, straight, horizontally disposed top and bottom

"~ walls 12 and 13, and vertically disposed side or end walls
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14. 1In the particular case illustrated, the peripheral por-
tion of the front panel is formed to establish a suitable
border or frame 15 about the inner portion thereof and
on which the advertising material is applied.

In addition to the foregoing, the billboard B is shown
as being provided with a pair of longitudinally spaced,
vertical standards 16, which standards serve to support
the billboard in an upright position.

It is to be understood that the particular billboard con-
struction shown throughout the drawings and which is
briefly described above is only illustrative of one form
of billboard construction to which my sign construction
A can be related and in no way effects the novelty of the
present invention.

The several units C of the sign construction A that
I provide are basically alike, and each includes a for-
wardly opening box-like body 20, illuminating means 21

-within the body and a removable advertisement panel 22

engageable with and adapted to close the open forward
end of the body.

The body 20 of each unit involves a flat, vertically
disposed, substantially square back 23, flat, horizontally
disposed top and bottom walls 24 and 25, and flat, ver-
tically disposed side walls 26. A suitable frame 27 is
provided about the open front of the body and estab-
lishes an inwardly opening channel 28 adapted to slid-
ably receive the panel 22 as will hereinafter be described.

In the case illustrated, the frame 27 is established by
lengths of extruded F-sections, the legs of which are
releasably secured to the adjacent top, bottom and side
walls of the body by suitable screw fasteners 29. The
F-sections are coextensive with the adjacent top, bottom
and side walls of the body and have their ends mitered
so that a neat, uninterrupted frame is established thereby.

The illuminating means 21 within each unit C is shown
as iocluding a flat, vertically disposed partition 30
within the body 20 and spaced intermediate its back,
and open front ends and a plurality of laterally spaced,
vertically disposed fluorescent light tubes 31 carried by
the partition 30 by means-of suitable socket members 34.
The light tubes 31 are positioned to occur adjacent the
front side of the partition and are adapted to illuminate
the panel 22. The front surface of the partition 36 is
preferably polished or suitably painted as to serve as a
reflector.

In the case illustrated, the partition 30 is secured to
the body by means of a pair of vertically disposed an-

- gles 32, secured to the side walls 26 of the body. as by
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welding, or the like. The panel is, in turn, secured to
the angles 32 by suitable screw fasteners 33.

The necessary ballast and wiring for the fluorescent
tubes 31 of the illuminating means 21.is secured to the
back side of the partition 30 or occurs within the space
between the partition 30 and the back 23 of the body.
The power line 35, that is, the line delivering current to
the illuminating means is shown as extending through a
suitable fitting: 36 in the bottom wall 25 of the body 20
and is provided with a suitable plug 37 at its free end
and adapted to be engaged in a suitable sccket box 38
on the back wall 10 of the billbeard.

In practice, and so that the power lines 35 for the
several units C need not be excessively long, it is pre-
ferred that plurality of laterally spaced socket boxes
38 be provided along the back 10 of the billboard B,
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 of the drawings.

The removable advertising panel 22 of each unit C is
shown as a substantially flat, vertically disposed member
formed of a dark colored translucent plastic material
and a light colered or white translucent plastic adver-
tising symbol or character 49 engaged in a complemen-
tary opening 41 provided in the panel. The character
49 is fixed in the opening 41 in the panel by the appli-
cation of a suitable cement along the lines of jointure
therebetween.

The side edges of the panel 22 cooperate to establish
a peripheral flange 42 about the panel, which flange is
adapted to be slidably engaged in the channel 28 estab-
lished by the frame 27 on the body.

In practice and as illustrated through the drawings,
the central portion of the panel 22 can be forwardly
off-set from the plane in which the peripheral flange 42
lies, and the symbols or characters can be so formed as
to project forwardly from the panel. It is to be under-
stood however, that.the particular construction and/or
configuration of the panels 22 can be varied widely as
circumstances require, without affecting the novelty of
the present invention.

If desired, the panels 22 can be opaque and the
symbols or characters 40 engaged therein can be trans-
lucent or vice versa.

With the unit construction set forth above, it will be
apparent that when the light tubes 31 of ‘the illuminat-
ing means 21 are turned on, the panels 22 are suitably
illuminated. It will also be apparent that the panels
22 of the units can be easily and quickly changed by
removing one side of the frame 27 from the body, thereby
opening the channel 28 and making it possible to slide
the panel engaged therein, out and sliding another panel
back in. :

The mounting means D adapted to mount the unit C
on the billboard B is shown as involving -a pair of ver-
tically spaced, horizontally disposed rails 50 on the back
10 of the billboard, a pair of laterally spaced and ver-
tically disposed legs 51 on and depending from each
unit C, and coupling means' 52 connecting the legs on
the several units with the rails. .

Each rail 50 of the means D is shown as being estab-
lished by upper and lower lengths of angle iron 53 and
54. The lower length of angle iron has one flange S5
secured to the back 10 of the billboard B by means of
suitable screw fasteners 56 and so that the other flange
57 thereof projects horizontally rearwardly from the
billboard. The upper length of angle iron 53 hds one
flange 58 secured to the rearwardly projecting flange 57
of the lower iron by means of suitable screw fasteners
59 and so that the other flange 60 thereof projects ver-
tically upwardly therefrom in spaced relationship to
the back of the billboard.

" ‘The legs 51 of the means D are established by elon-
gate, vertically disposed lengths of angle iron. ‘The
upper end portions 61 of the legs are fixed to the backs
23 of the units C by means of suitable screw fasteners
62, while the lower end portions 63 of the legs depend
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from the units and extend between and occur adjacent
the back sides of the upwardly projecting rail flanges 60.

The coupling means 52 connecting the legs 51 of the
several units C with the rails 58 is shown as including
a pair of vertically spaced rollers 64 rotatably mounted
on the front side of each leg 51 by means of suitable
forwardly projecting bolts 65 on the legs. The rollers
64 are spaced vertically so that they engage the tops of
the flanges 60 of the rails 50 and support the units C
thereon.

In the preferred carrying out of the invention, a pair
of vertically spaced and horizontally disposed spacer bars
66 are provided between the legs 51 on each unit C.
The bars 66 are secured to and extend between the inner
ends of the bolts 65 which carry the rollers 64. The
upper bar extends between the bolts which carry the
upper rail engaging rollers, while the lower bar extends
between the bolts that carry the lower engaging rollers.

In addition to the foregoing, the means D is shown
as including a suitable guiding and lock-means 70, which
means serves to maintain the rollers 64 in proper bear-
ing engagement on the flanges 60 of the rails 59 and
which also serves to lock the nuts in fixed position rela-
tive to the billboard.  The means 78 is shown as in-
cluding tongues 71 depending from the spacer bars 66,
adjacent each leg 51. The tongues 71 are spaced for-
wardly of the legs and occur adjacent the front sides of
the rails 50. With the above relationship of parts, it
will be apparent that the tongues 71 and the legs 51
occur at opposite sides of the rail flange 60 from the
legs and serve to maintain the rollers 64 in proper bear-
ing engagement on the rail flanges. The means 79 fur-
ther includes suitable lock bolts 72 threadedly carried by
the legs 51 at points opposite the tongues 71. The bolts
72 are adapted to be advanced towards the tongues 71
related thereto, and to clampingly engage the rail flanges
60 therebetween.,

In practice and as ill:strated throughout the drawings,
the legs 51 are of sufficient vertical extent with respect
to the rails 50 and the billboard B so that the units C
occur above and overlie the top 12 of the billboard.

With the sign construction set forth above, it will be
apparent that the several units C can be easily and con-
veniently shifted and repositioned longitudinally of the
billboard B and can be suitably locked and held against
longitudinal shifting and displacement.

It will also be apparent that the number of units em-
ployed can be varied as circumstances require by simply
engaging or disengaging the units on the rails 50 from
or at the ends thereof. ]

When it is desired to change the advertising material
of the sign construction that I provide, the desiréd num-

- ber of units can be applied and positioned relative to the

55

60

65

70

75

billboard B and then the desired panels 22 can be applied
or substituted in the units as circumstances require.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that I have
invented a neat, effective illuminated sign comstruction
that can be advantageously appliéd to a billboard, a sign
construction which is flexible and can be easily and con-
veniently altered or changed, and a construction which’
is both easy and economical of manufacture.

Having described only a typical preferred formi and
application of my invention, I do not wish to be limited
or restricted to the specific details herein set forth, but
wish to reserve to myself any variations or modifications
that may appear to those skilled in the art and fall within
the scope of the following claims:

Having described my invention, I claim:

1. An illuminated sign construction applicable to a
billboard having vertically disposed front and rear walls
and a horizontally disposed top including, a pair of verti-
cally spaced horizontally disposed rails secured to the
back wall of the billboard, a plurality of forwardly dis-
posed box-like advertising units arranged adjacent the
top of the billboard, illuminating means within the uaits,
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a pair of elongate vertically disposed legs depending from
each unit to occur adjacent the rails, and coupling means
between the legs and the rails.

2. An illuminated sign construction applicable to a
billboard having vertically disposed front and rear walls
and a horizontally disposed top including, a pair of
vertically spaced horizontally disposed rails secured to
the back wall of the billboard, a plurality of forwardly
opening bozx-like units with forwardly disposed trans-
lucent advertising panels engaged therein and arranged
adjacent to the top of the billboard, illuminating means
within the units, a pair of eclongate vertically disposed
legs depending from each unit to occur adjacent the rails,
and coupling means between the legs and the rails.

3. An illuminated sign construction applicable to a
billboard having vertically disposed front and rear walls
and a horizontally disposed top including, a pair of
vertically spaced horizontally disposed rails secured to
the back wall of the billboard, a plurality of forwardly
opening box-like units with forwardly disposed trans-
lucent advertising panels engaged therein and arranged
adjacent the top of the billboard, illuminating means
within the units, a pair of elongate vertically disposed
legs depending from each unit to occur adjacent the
rails, coupling means including rollers on the legs and
engaging the rails, and lock means including a tongue
on each leg and overlying the rail on the side opposite
the leg and lock bolts on the legs and engaging and
urging the rail into tight clamped engagement with the
tongue.

4. An illuminated sign construction applicable to an
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elongate billboard having vertically disposed front and
rear walls and a horizontally disposed top including a
plurality of box-like umits arranged adjacent the top of
the billboard to project upwardly therefrom and mount-
ing means releasably securing the units to the billboard
for longitudinal shifting relative thereto, each unit in- .
cluding a forwardly opening box-like body, illuminating
means within the body, a frame at the forward open
end of the body and establishing an inwardly opening
channel and a translucent advertising panel with a pe-
ripheral flange slidably engaged in the channel in the
frame, said mounting means including, a pair of verti-
cally spaced horizontally disposed rails on the back wall
of the billboard, a pair of laterally spaced verticaly dis-
posed legs depending from each unit to occur adjacent
the rear side of the rails, rollers on the legs to engage
the rails and forwardly and downwardly projecting
tongues on the legs adjacent each roller to occur ad-
jacent the front side of the rails and serving to main-
tain the rollers-in proper bearing engagement on the rails.
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