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(57) Abstract: This invention addresses the problem of providing a friction stir welding method with which it is possible
to reduce the load acting on a friction stir welding device. A friction stir welding method for welding metal members
(1, 2), wherein the friction stir welding method is characterized by including: a preliminary welding step for inserting a
stirring pin (F2) of a rotating rotary tool (rotary tool for provisional welding) (F) into an abutting part (J1) where the metal
members (1, 2) abut each other, and performing tack-welding while causing just the stirring pin (F2) to make contact
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with the metal members (1, 2); and a main welding step for performing friction stir welding by inserting the stirring pin
(F2) of a rotating rotary tool (rotary tool for main welding) (F) into the abutting part (J1), and causing the stirring pin
(F2) to move in a relative manner along the abutting part (J1) with just the stirring pin (F2) being kept in contact with
the metal members (1, 2).
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