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My invention relates to signal devices for mail-
boxes and the like-and to the method of con-
structmg the signals. " .

: One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
v1de a-simple and efficient signal device for a
ma1lbox, wh1ch is operated by the door of the
box.%: <
I ~Another obJect of my invention is to provide a
signal device ‘which. may be readily mstalled in
any-mailbox, :
~:Another object of my invention is to provide a
S1gnal» device constructed from an elongated rod
having-the-ends-thereof disposed laterally of the
rvodsand * -having a-spring fastened thereto- and
cooperating with the box to position the signal.
~sAnother-object: of my :invention is to provide
the - -method - of constructmg the elongated rod
and the spring:- -

I Other -objects -and @ fuller understanding of
the mvent1on may be had by referring to the fol-
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lowing description and claims, taken in con— )

Jumctmn with the accompahying. drawmg,
which:

Flgure 1 is :a perspective view of a standard
mailbox having. my signal device mounted there-
m.,

Flgure 21isa fragmentary Cross- sect1ona1 v1ew
xllustratmg the mounting of the elongated rod in
the back wall of the box; and -~ N

F1gure 3 is' a diagrammatic view ﬂlustratmg
the constructing - of the spring on the elongated
rod.. :

In Figure 1 of my drawing, I ﬂlustrated a
standard rural type:mailbox {0 having side wall
i1 .and a. back wall or end wall 2.
or end wall 12 is on one end of the mailbox [0
and a door i3 is hingedly fastened to the other
end. of the mailbox (0.  Although I describe my.
invention as being applied to mailboxes and il-
lustrate a particular style mailbox, it is. under-
stood :that the term “mailbox” is used to mclude
any type box designed fo receive articles.

My signal device includes an elongated rod 4
havmg laterally extending latch end portion {5
and a. s1gna1 supporting end portion. 16, -In this
partxcular instance, I have found it. advisable to
extend both the latch end portion 15 and the
signal end portion 16 laterally of the elongated
rod.i4 and also at.an angle to each other. The

elongated rod 14 extends through an opening {7 :

The: back
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in the back wall {2 of the mailbox -10 with the .

signal end portion 16 .disposed on the.outside of
the box and with the latch end portion 15 dis-
posed on the inside of the box. -The:latch end
portion 15 is.next adjacent the door 13;. - A bear-

ing support member. 18 fastened to the side wall
{1-by a screw (9 supports the elongated rod. 14
near the latch end portion ~I5:thereof. The
elongated rod (4 ‘extends substantially parallel
to the side wall I{. A spring 20 has one end 22
thereof extending through a hole 2{ in the elon-
gated rod 14 and an opposite end 23 thereof ex-
tending outwardly from the elongated rod {4
and engaging the side wall 1 1 of the box 10. ' This
spring is preferably a coiled spring fo provide
spring force sufficient to turn the elongated rod
{4 and hold it in the position indicated in the
solid lines of Figures 1 and 2. The opposite end
23 of the spring 20 also engages the back wal] 12
of the box. - I have provided a washer or flange
nieans -24: engaging - the elongated rod 14 on the
outside of the back wall 12 to space the signal
end: portion -(6 -from the back wall (2. The
spring 20 urges the-elongated rod 14 towards the
front:-of the box, thus holding the washer 24
against the back of the box prevent water enter-
ing the opening i7.: .

.In manufacturing my- signal device I have

found it .econemical-and efficient to place the
elonvated rod in a-chuck 25, as illustrated in Fig-
uref3 -The.end of -a wire having spring prop-
ert1es is-extended through the hole 21 and the
elongated rod. 14 rotated by the chuck 25 to coil
the spring 20 thereon. In this manner the spring
is-constructed and formed on the elongated rod
on. which..it, will .remain. - After the spring has
been formed on the elongated rod, the ends are
bent.fo-form the latch end portion 15 and the
signal- end .portion 16.. The washer 24 is then
slipped: over: the. signal end portion 16 and a
signal plate 26 fastened to the signal end por-
t10n 16...
v My s1gnal dev1ce is mounted on the box .10
by inserting the. elongated rod (4 through the
opemng {1.in the back wall 12 and working the
spring: 20 into the box. The elongated rod 14
is. then rotated to- tighten the spring 20. After
the- sprmg 20 has been. tightened, the bearing
support member 18- may be fastened to the side
wall A by means of the screw ‘{9 to support the
elongated rod-in parallel alignment with the side
wall: ~The latch-end portion 15 abuts the side
wall Il to prevent the-elongated rod {4 spinning
and thus releasing. the tension in the spring 20.

«~rhave provided the -door {3 on -the inside
thereof with- a cateh 27 aligned for engagement
by-the latch -end portion 5. In Figure 1, I il-
lustrated in phantom the position of the elon-
gated rod- 14 with ‘the latch-end portion 15 en-
gaging:. the catch 27:when-the .door is closed.
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As soon as the door is opened, the latch end por-
tion 15 becomes disengaged from the catch 27
and the spring 20 turns the elongated rod 14 to
raise the signal plate 26 into the position illus-
trated in solid lines in Figure 1.

The signal device is reset affer the door of the
majilbox has been closed by simply rotating the
signal plate 26 into the position illustrated by
the phantom iines of Figure 1. During this ro-
tation, the élongated rod will move endwise to~-
wards the back wall i2 of the box to permit the
latch end portion {5 to ride over the catch 21
and into latching engagement therewith.

Although the invention has been described in

its preferred form with a certain degree of par-
ticularity, it is understood that the: present dis-

closure of the preferred form. has been made.

only by way of example and that numerous
changes in the details of construction and the
combination and arrangement of parts may be
resorted. to. without departing from the spirit and
the scope of the inventicn as hereinafter claimed.

‘What is-claimed is:

1. A delivery hox comprlsmg, a housing inelud-
ing a side wall, an e¢nd wall and a delivery re-
ceiving dooer, a rod journaled in said end wall and
extending therethrough and outside of said houvs-
ing, a signal carried by said rod externally of
ssid housing, spring means interengaging said
side wall and said rod and urging said rod to ro-
tate.in said end wall, and releasable means co-
cperative with sszid door and said rod and re-
straining rotation of said rod when the door is
closed and releasing and thereby permitting ro-
tatrion of crid rad vwhen the Annr is arened,

2, A signal device for -a mailbox having a side
wall with an end wall fastened to one end there~
of -and a door hinged to the other end thereof,
sald signal device comprising, a turnable elon-
gated rod extending through the end wall and
supported in parallel alignment with said side
wall, a signal carried by said elongated rod ex-
ternally of said mailbox; and spring means con-
nected to said rod and engageable with the said
side wall to turn the rod when the door is opened;
said elongated rod and said door having coop-
erating means preventing furning of the elon-
gated rod by the spring.means when the door is
closed.

' 3. A signal device for a mailbox having a side

with an end wall fastened to one end there-
of ‘(ma a door hinged to the other end thereof,
said signal device comprising, a turnable elon-
gated rod extending through the end wall and
suppeorted in parallel alignment with said side
wall, a signal carried by said elongated rod ex-
ternally of said mailbox, spring means connected
to said rod and engageable with the said side wall
to turn the rod when the door is opened, said
eiongated rod having a lateral end portion, and a
catech fastened to said door and engageable by
the lateral end portion of the rod to prevent the
spring turning the rod while the door is closed.

4. A signal for a mail box having an end wall,
a side wall, and a front door on the mail box mov-
able to open and closed positions, Said signal
comprising ‘an arm member having a main por-
tion and first ‘and second end portions, said first
and second end portions being disposed at an
angle to said main portion; means for journaling
said main portion and said first end portion in-
side said mail box, a spring adapted to rotate
said main portion relative to said mail box, and
a visval signal flag mounted to said second end
portion outside said mail box and rotatable
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4
therewith, said first end portion adapted to be
disposed inside ‘the mail box and to be held
against rotation by latch means operated by said
{ront door and releasable by the opening of said
door.

5. A signal for g mail box having an end wall,
a side wall, and a front door on the mail box mov=-
able to open and closed positions, said signal
comprising a rod having a main portion and first

‘and second end portions, said first and second end

portions being short relative to said main por-
tion and each being disposed substantially per-
pendicular to said main portion, g bearing bracket

Jjournaling said main portion near said first end

portion and adapted to be attached to the inside
of the side wall of said mail box, a spiral torsion

Spring having first and second ends and wound

about said rod main portion, said spring first
end being fastened to said rod and said spring
second end adapted to abut the side wall of said
mail box, said-main portion adapted to be jour-
naled in an opening in'the end wall of said mail
box, and a visual signal flag mounted to said
second end portion outside said mail box in 3
plane parallel to said end wall and rotatable to
an upper position above said mail box, said first
end portion adapted to be disposed inside of the
mail box and to abut said side wall under the
torsional urging of said sprihg, said rod being
manually rotatable substantially 180° to a cocked
position- against the torsional urging of. said
spring so that said visual signal is hidden behind
said mail box with said first end portion being
disposed to engage a latch carried by 'the front
door ¢f said mail'’box in the closed position of said
door, said first end portion being ‘disposed to be
disengaged by said lateh when the front door of
the mail box is in the open position to permit
said torsional urge of said spring to rotate said
visual signal to said upper position whereby it is
visible from the front-of the mail box.

6. A received mail signal for a mail box havmg
an end wall, a side wall, and a front door hinged
at the bottom thereof to the mail box, said re-
ceived mail signal comprising a rod having a
main portion and first and second end portions,
said first and second end portions being -short
relative to said main portion and each: being dis-
posed substantially perpendicular-to said-main
portion, a bearing bracket journaling said main
portion near said first end portion and adapted
to be attached to the inside of the side wall of said
mail box, said main portion having a. hole; a sp1ra1
torsion and compression spring having first and
second ends and wound about said rod main
portion, ‘said spring first end belng fastened in
said hole to turn with said rod and said spring
second end adapted to abut the side wall and
end wall of said mail box, a collar fastened to said
rod near said second end portion, said main por-
tion adapted to be journaled in an opening in the
end wall of said mail box with said spring ax1a11y
compressed between said hole and said end waill
to urge said collar into engagement with' the
exterior of said end wall, and a visual signal flag
mounted to said second end portion outside said
mail box in a plane perpendicular to said ‘main
portion and rotatable to an upper position above
said mail box, said first end portion adapted to be
disposed just inside the front of the mail box

..and to abut said side wall under the torsional

)

urging of said spring, said rod bemg manually
rotatable substantially 180° to a cocked position
against the torsional urging of said spring so that

% said visual-signal is'hidden behind said -mail box
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with said first end portion being disposed to en-
gage a latch carried by the front door of said mail
box in the closed position of said door, said first
end portion being disposed to be disengaged by
said latch when the front door of the mail box is
in the open position to permit said torsional urge
of said spring to rotate said visual signal to said
upper position whereby it is visible irom the front
of the mail box. :

7. A received mail signal for a mail box having
a vertical end wall, a side wall, and a vertical
front door hinged on a horizontal axis at the
bottom thereof to the mail box, said received mail
signal comprising a rod having a main portion
and first and second end portions, said main
portion having a length substantially equal to
the length of said mail box from the door to the
end wall thereof, said first and second end por-
tions being short relative to said main portion
and each being disposed substantially perpendic-
ular to said main portion, said first and second
end portions being disposed in planes which con-
tain the axis of the said main portion and which
are substantially mutually perpendicular, a bear-
ing bracket journaling said main portion near
said first end portion and adapted to be attached
to the inside of the side wall of said mail box,
said main portion having a hole, a spiral torsion
and compression spring having first and second

pressed between said hole and said end wall o
urge said collar into engagement with the exterior
of said end wall, and a visual signal flag mounted

_to said second end portion outside said mail box
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ends and wound about said rod main portion, gg

said spring first end being fastened in said hole
to turn with said rod and said spring second end
adapted to abut the side wall and end wall of said
mail box, a collar fastened to said rod near said
second end portion, said rod first end portion and
said main portion and said spring adapted to be
insertable through a journal opening in the end

wall of said mail box with said spring axially com--

35

~in a plane perpendicular to said main portion

and rotatable to an upper position above said
mail box, said first end portion adapied to be dis-
posed just inside the front of the mail kox and to
abut said side wall under the torsional urging of
said spring, said rod being manually rotatable
substantially 180° to a cocked position against the
torsional urging of said spring so that said visual
signal is hidden behind said mail box with said
frst end portion being disposed to engage a latch
carried by the front door of said mail box in the
closed position of said door, said first end portion
being  disposed to be disengaged by said latch

. when the front door of the mail box is in the open

position to permit said torsional urge of said
spring to rotate said visual signal to said upper
position whereby it is visible from the front of the
mail box.
WILLIAM E. SEIBEL.
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