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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

JOHN H. STAUFFER, OF GAP, PENNSYLVANIA. 

WIRE-PICKET-twistiNG DEVICE. 
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 605,930, dated June 21, 1898. 

Application filed September 21, 1897. Serial No. 652,425. (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, JOHN H. STAUFFER, re 

siding at Gap, in the county of Lancaster and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Wire-Picket-Twisting Machine, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention is in the nature of a device 

for twisting wire to form it into pickets for 
wire-picket fences. 
The object of my invention is to furnish a 

simple, durable, and effective machine where 
by any one without previous practice or knowl 
edge will be enabled to accurately and rap 
idly form twisted wire pickets with a loop in 
one end and the other end forked ready to be 
applied to a fence. 
With this object in view my invention con 

sists in a device or machine for twisting wire 
pickets, comprising a basehaving a rigid head 
at one end and an adjustable head at the 
other end, the adjustable head being provided 
with a hook over which to bend the Wire and 
the fixed head being provided with a jour 
maled shaft carrying a clamp to grasp the two 
ends of the Wire, and a crank or handle where 
by the shaft may be turned and the wire 
twisted and formed into a picket, as before 
described. 
My invention further consists in the im 

proved construction, arrangement, and com 
bination of parts hereinafter fully described, 
and afterward specifically pointed out in the 
claims. 
In order to enable others skilled in the art 

to which my invention most nearly appertains 
to make and use the same, I will now proceed 
to describe its construction and operation, 
having reference to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming part of this specification, in 
which- - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating 
my invention in position for practical use, 
showing the wire engaged therein prior to 
twisting and a twisted wire picket alongside. 

45 Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the device as shown 
in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a central vertical longi 
tudinal section through the same. Fig. 4 is 
a detail perspective view illustrating the va 
rious parts of my device detached from each 
other. 

Like letters of reference mark the same 

parts wherever they occur in the various fig 
tires of the drawings. 

Referring to the drawings by letters, A is 
the base of the machine or device, upon one 
end of which is mounted the fixed head B, 
while the other end is slotted at C and is pro 
vided with a head D, attached by means of 
bolts E, passing downward through the head 
and through the slot C and secured on the 
lower side of the base by means of suitable 
nuts. These bolts are, before passing through 
the bolt itself, passed through a hook F, so 
that when the head D is adjusted and secured 
in position the hook IF is rigidly secured to 
the head. The head B has a longitudinal 
groove Gonits upper side, about semicircular 
in cross-section, in which a shaft II is laid 
and which is secured therein by a clamp-plate 
I, which forms the upper half of a bearing in 
which the shaft II may rotate. 
The shaft H is provided on its outer end 

with a crank or handle J, by means of which 
it may be turned, and on its inner end with 
a plate IK, having a central opening Ltherein. 
M is another plate of the same dimensions as 
the plate K and which is provided with a ver 
tical screw-threaded stem. N, adapted to pass 
through the central opening Lin the plate K 
and receive a thumb-nut O for the purpose 
of securing the two plates together. 
To operate my invention, a piece of wire P 

is passed over the hookF and bent at its mid 
dle point therein, its two ends being brought 
back and clamped between the plates Kand 
M. The shaft H is then drawn outward un 
til the wire is properly stretched, when it is 
secured against slipping back by clamping a 
ring Qaround it at the outer end of its bear 
ling. 
twisted to any degree of tightness desired, 
the result being a wire picket, as shown at R. 
in Fig. 1, provided with a loop S at one end 
and forked at T at the other end. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

obvious that I have provided a simple, cheap, 
and durable device for the purpose intended, 
which is made of but a few inexpensive parts 
and so constructed as to be but little liable 
to wear or breakage with ordinary usage. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

best means now known to me for carrying out 

The shaft is now turned and the wire 
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my invention, I do not wish to be understood 
as restricting myself to the exact details of 
construction shown and described, but hold 
that any slight changes or variations, such as 
might suggest themselves to the ordinary me 
chanic, will properly fall within the limit, and 
scope of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, wha 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States, is 

1. In a wire-picket-twisting device, the com 
bination of a base provided with a fixed head 
at one end and alongitudinal slot at the other, 
an adjustable head and a hook thereon mount 
ed. Over said slot, bolts, passing through the 
hook, the head and the slot and secured on 
the under side of the base by nuts, a longi 
tudinal shaft journaled in the fixed head, a 
clamp secured upon the inner end of the shaft, 
and means for turning the shaft, substantially 
as described. 

2. In a wire-picket-twisting device, the com 
bination of a base provided with a fixed head 
at One end and a head and hook adjustable 
longitudinally of the base at the other end, a 
longitudinal shaft seated in a semicircular 
groove in the fixed head, a clamping-plate 
provided with a semicircular groove secured 
to the fixed head and forming the upper half 
of the shaft-bearing, a plate secured upon the 
inner end of the shaft and provided with a 
central opening, a Second plate parallel with 

the shaft-plate having a screw-threaded stem 
to pass through the opening in the shaft-plate, 
a thumb-nut engaging the screw-threaded 
stem to draw the two plates together, a clamp 
ing-ring to prevent the shaft from being drawn 
inward, and a handle for turning the shaft, 
substantially as described. 

3. In a wire-picket-twisting device, the colm 
bination of a base provided with a fixed head 
at one end and alongitudinal slot at the other, 
an adjustable head and a hook thereon mount 
ed over said slot, bolts passing through the 
hook, the head, and the slot and Secured. On 
the under side of the base by nuts, a longi 
tudinal shaft seated in a semicircular groove 
in the fixed head, a clamping-plate provided 
with a semicircular groove secured to the 
fixed head and forming the upper half of the 
shaft-bearing, a plate secured upon the inner 
end of the shaft and provided with a central 
opening, a second plate parallel with the shaft 
plate having a screw-threaded stem to pass 
through the opening in the shaft-plate, a 
thumb-nut engaging the screw-threaded stem 
to draw the two plates together, a clamping 
ring to prevent the shaft from being drawn 
inward, and a handle for turning the shaft, 
substantially as described. 

JOHN II. STAUFFER. 
Witnesses: 

LEVI WISE, 
SAMUEL CHAMBERTON. 
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