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To all uhon, it may concern: - - 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM H.LYTELL, a 

subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid 
ing at Portland, Multnomah county, State of 
Oregon, have invented a new and Improved 
Apparatus for Producing Illusory Dramatic 
Effects, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings as a part hereof. 
The object of my present invention is to 

produce upon the dramatic stage the effect of 
a whirlpool, to be used in appropriate theat 
rical performances, and to have as realistic 
an appearance as can be given to the same, 
and to this end I have contrived the appara 
tus illustrated in the drawings referred to. 
In the drawings, Figure (1) represents the 

Setting of an appropriate scene in combina 
tion with my invention, and Fig. (2) is a ver 
tical longitudinal sectional view. 

Similar letters refer to similar parts through 
out the several views. 

In Fig. 1, (A) represents a curtain painted 
with some appropriate mountain scenery. 
At (b) I affix a water pipe with numerous. 

perforations in the side therefor for ejecting 
numerous small streams of water in imitation 
of a fall, such water being caught in a small 
tank or other receptacle shown in such figure 
in dotted lines (c), and provided with an out 
let (d), also shown in dotted lines, for dis 
charging said Water. 
In front of the receptacle (c) I place my 

apparatus shown in Fig. 2, which consists of 
a small truck (e) on which is affixed a circu 
lar water tank (f) and two circular revolving 
frames (g, g'), the latter revolving in opposite 
directions with respect to each other. In con 
structing this portion of my apparatus such re 
volving frames (g, g) may be made of some 
suitable frame work covered with canvas or 
rubbersheeting (h, h') painted in imitation of 
water, each of said frames being provided near 
the lower edge with a series of wheels () 
caused to run between the circular upper and 
lower tracks (i,j) fixed on said truck (e), and 
each of said frames (g, g') being further pro 
vided at their lower ends with annular racks 
(k) which co-act with and are operated by the 
cog wheel (l), and such cogwheel being re 
volved by mechanism as shown at (m), or 

other appropriate contrivances. Thus such 
frames (g, g) may be revolved in opposite 
directions in simulation of the circles of a 
whirlpool, and between such revolving frames. 
I introduce a steam pipe (n) having numer 
ous small perforations for emitting jets of 
steam in imitation of foam, usually seen 
about the circles of a whirlpool. The tank 
(f) has also an air pipe (o) introduced into it 
for agitating the water and giving it a boil 
ing appearance. - 

In connection with my apparatus I use two 
screen sections (p,p') adjusted so as to extend 
sidewise from about the center of my whirl 
pool apparatus, and in front of said screens. 
(p, p") and whirlpool apparatus I place an 
other screen (q) to hide the mechanism. 
By taking a little pains in arranging the 

Scenes and screens used in connection with 
my apparatus a very realistic effect can be 
produced, which may be used to good ad 
Vantage in the production of drama and like 
plays. If desirable the tank (f) could even 
be made large enough that a person could 
jump into the same, thus adding to the start 
ling effects produced by giving it the appear 
ance of a person actually struggling in the 
water. It would also add to the effects in 
tended to be produced by constructing the 
screen p in the form of a panoramic or mov 
ing screen, so as to simulate flowing water, 
represented by the dotted lines in Fig. 2. 
... Now what I claim, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. A stage apparatus for the purposes speci 
fied substantially consisting of a receptacle 
for containing water, means for forcing air 
through the bottom of said receptacle for agi 
tating water contained therein, two or more 
frames gig' adapted to be revolved about such 
receptacle and means for revolving such 
frames in opposite directions substantially 
as and for the purposes set forth. 

2. A stage apparatus for the purposes speci 
fied substantially consisting of a receptacle 
for containing Water, means for forcing air 
through the bottom of said receptacle for 
agitating the Water contained therein, two or 
more frames ggadapted to be revolved about 
such receptacle, means for revolving such 
frames in opposite directions and a suitable 
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appliance adapted to emit jets of steam be- poses described, in combination, a truck e, 
tween such frames g g for the purposes speci- having fixed thereon a receptaclef and tracks 
fied, substantially as set forth. if', circular frames g g’ provided with wheels 20 

3. The combination with an apparatus for adapted to run on said tracks if', means for 
5 the purposes described substantially consist- revolving said frames, an appliance for forc 
ing of a receptacle for containing water, means ling air through the bottom of said receptacle 
for forcing air through the bottom of said re-f for agitating water contained therein, and 
ceptacle for agitating the water contained an appliance for emitting jets of steam be- 25 
therein, two or more frames g g adapted to tween the frames g g’, all substantially as de 

Io be revolved about such receptacle, means for scribed. 
operating such frames so as to revolve the Dated at Portland, Oregon, the 2d day of 
same in opposite directions, and a suitable June, 1892. - - - 
appliance adapted to emit jets of steam be tween such frames g g for the purposes set WILLIAM. H. LYTELL. 

15 forth, of a panoramic screen p' operated by Witnesses: 
suitable means substantially as described. G. G. AMES, 

4. A stage apparatus adapted to the pur- T. J. GEISLER. 

  


