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SECTION B-B

(57) Abstract: The present invention provides: an optical fiber protection structure which is capable of reducing deterioration of the
optical characteristics of an optical fiber in a high temperature environment; and a method for producing an optical element, which
uses this optical fiber protection structure. An optical combiner structure 1 protects strand exposed parts 17, 18 in which strands 15,
16 are exposed from claddings 13, 14 of optical fibers. The optical combiner structure 1 is provided with: a fiber containing part 20
that is provided with a fiber containing groove 21 which internally contains the strand exposed parts 17, 18; fixation resins 40A, 40B
that are filled into the fiber containing groove 21 so as to aftix parts of the claddings 13, 14 within the fiber containing groove 21;
and sealing resins 42A, 42B that seal the spaces between the strands 15, 16 and the claddings 13, 14 at the ends of the strand ex -
posed parts 17, 18. The sealing resins 42A, 42B are formed at a distance from the inner surface of the fiber containing groove 21.
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