Europaisches Patentamt

0’ European Patent Office (i) Publication number: 0 106 405
Office européen des brevets A1

® EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

@) Application number: 83201429.4 & inci: B 42 F 5/00

@) Date of filing: 11.10.83

@ Priority: 14.10.82 IT 5381082U @ Applicant: Rovatti, Igino
Via Servais, 200 E/20
: . 110146 Torino(IT)
@ Date of publication of application:
25.04.84 Bulletin 84/17 : @ Inventor: Rovatti, Igino
: Via Servals, 200 E/20
_ Desgignated Contracting States: 1-10146 Torinol(IT)

EP 0 106 405 A1l

AT BE CH DE FR GB LI LU NL SE -
@ Representative: Lotti, Giorgio

c/o Ing. Barzand & Zanardo Milano S.p.A. Via Cernala 20
110122 Torino(iT)

@ Pocket for photograph holder.

@ A photograph holder formed of a cover containing a
plurality of pockets (10) open along one of their sides (11)
and joined to each other and to the cover along another of
their sides, at least one of the two faces of such pocket being
solely formes of a perimetral frame {14).
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SPECIFICATION
This invention relatesrtO‘a'ﬁKOfbgféﬁhﬁhblder.
" The term "photograph holder" is intended to refer to holders
sold or given away by dealers in photographic materials and .

P

designed to contain a variable number of photographi "“’%§j~~—~»veﬁ;

)

Such holders are normally composed of a certain number of dou
ble transparent plastic pockets, open on their upper side and

heat-sealed together along a vertical middle boundary line in

' such a way as to create two pockets;.there-being also heat-sea
led along the said line the spine of a non-transparent plastic
cover containing the pockets, of greater conéifﬁency than the
pockets themselves though hérdly{ever rigid.
Thé result is a holder whose intrinsic value is rather low, but

Pone’£ﬁ§¥ﬁiswgraéti;;i for orderly assembly of a certain number
of photographs, the same bieng inserted in thg'said pockets via
the afore mentioned open upper side of the sames B
Teh main drawback of these holders, however, lies in the fact
that, when the pockets are turned over té allow the photographs
they contain to be looked at, the transparent plastic of phich
the said pockets are ggmposedﬂcreatéé an inféfﬁié&kof light and o

shadows whereby the picture reproduced on the said photographs
~ is distorted, and it is in soﬁe cases necessary to appfopriately

alter the position of the holder, since if this is not dome-the=—t=—=

light reflected makes it totally impossible to observe the said

picfure.
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It is thus the object of the present mvatim to WS

this drawback, which lezds may persana to refuse to uqﬁhar;,
holders of this kind, in spite of tPg}3:19y~qqst and;pggcﬁgggé:
nature, by constructing the said poéketg in suéh a way that at
least one of their faces is formed of an ordinary frame that
both contains and supports the photograph and allows it to be
seen without having to turmn, slant or continually alter the
position of the holder, since the said photograph, with the
exception of a thin strip along its perimeter, is directly pre
sented to the observer without there being any means“of gupport
between the photograph and his eye;

This solution permits the construction of photogréph holders

of va;ioué shapes and with various characteristics that ma& be
‘either of the inexpensive kind currently available on the market
or of a more elegant and luxurious type and even composed of
materials other than piastica, as will be explained later.

To accomplish these objectives, therefore, the present invention
provides for the conétruction of a photograph holder consisting

‘of a cover within which there are contained a plurality of pockets
open along one of their sides,Ajcined'to each other and to the
'8aid cover along another of their sides, wherein at least one

of the two faces of each pockets is solely formes of a perimetral
frame.

A description will now be given of sevéral embodiments of the

invention each of equal utility snd each employing the same inno
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vative step taken with the accompanying drawings, in which:
fig., 1 shows one embodiment of the photograph holder according
. to the invention;

fig. 2, fig. 3 and fig. 4 are sections taken on the line II-II

in fig. 1 and illustrate- three variations of the embodiment;

fig? 5 and fig. 7 are opened-out views of two further embodiments;

fig. 6 and fig. 8 are views in the direction of the arrow A in
fig. 5 and fig. 7 respectively and relate %o the said embodiments
" in their finished form,

Referring to the drawings, a pocket 10 of coﬂventidnal type in
transparent plastic material is illustrated in fig. 1, one side

11 of the said pocket 10 being open to permit insertion of a .
photograph 12 while another side 13 is heat-sealed to form the &
spine connecting and joining the'pocket iO to the other'pockets :
in the boider and to the spine of the cover of the latter.
_Accoid#gg to the invention, the visible face of the pocket 10 is
not a continuous surface but a frame 14 ﬁhat holds ang supp;rts _
the photograph 12 along its perimeter with the resul% that nearly
the enfire surface of the photograph 12.isAdirectly visible, and
there is thus no need to turn or slant the photqgraph'holdgr to

be aﬁle to obtain a clear view of the photograph it contains,
since there is no longer an interplay of light and shadows tendiné
to diminish their sharpness.

Tuming to fig. 2, it can be seen fhat the pocket 10 has a frame

only on the face shown as the front face in fig. 1. This arrange

ment is suitable for cases in which only one photograph is held
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in a pocket.
In fig. 3, on the other hand, the.rear face is also provided
with a frame because on this occasion the pocket 10 is required
to0 hold itwo photographs facing each other back to back, while
fig. 4 shows surféce 10 from the two facea of which there extend
around each perimeter two frames 14 to enable two phtographs 12
to be inserted as in fig. 3 but With the additional featuz;e that
there is an intermediate support 10 that stiffens the pocket 10
and sepa;'ates the two photographs 12 from each other.
Conveniently » particularly in the second of the two cases just |
described, the double frame is made of ;a. reasonably fim iné.terial
to enable the photographs to be inserfed and withdrawn easily
and also to provide a sufficiently rigid énd therefore manageable
support. If hecessary, the frame itself can be opaque rather than
: transparen'tr, since no more than a émall edge of the perimeter
of the -photograph would be hidden from view.
The embodiments illustrated in fig. 1 to 4 inclusive are clearly
morer economical insofzr as 'Ehey are comparable with known photo-
graph holders currently available on the market, the.only diffe
rencé' in their construction lying in the creation o_f a frame 14
around at least one of .’che. two faces of the pocket 10, all aspects
of the material construction of the photograph holder known to
the prior art remaininé unchanéed. |
ACcor'ding 'ﬁ'o the present invention, however, various even more

' practical and elegant photograph holders can be created as furthe:

embodiments,
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FPig. 5 and fig? 6, for example, show that the pocket can be
formed of a single sheet (of paper or plastic, for example)
givided into two faces 16 snd 17 by means of a Llongitudinal

fold 15. Face 16 consiitutes the frame 14 and the rigid lateral '
flap 13, whereas face 17 is whole and bears adhesive side tabs

18 and' 19. Assembly takes place by bending tab 18 inwards .a:n.d
then bending face 17 %o bring it into contact with the frame

14 so that tab 18 adheres to the frame 14 along its flap 13.
Lastly, tab 19 is bent over the frame 14 opposite to the flap'

"13 to create the complete pooket, as shown in fig. 6. -
Flap 13 is proveded with round holes 20, square holes 21or.rectag
.gular holes 22 depending-on the type of holder used to carry the
poékets. This may be of conventional type, such as those currentlyn
used to hold sheets of paper or reports, and made in may diffe-
rent ways, and need not therefore be described, since all its
various forms arerknown to those skilled in the art,

By contrast with the embodiment shown in fig, 5 and fig. 6,

in the embodiment in fig. 7 and 8 both tabs 18, 19 are turned
towards face 16, but while tab 19 adheres tothe frame 14 as
before tab 18 adheres to the flap 13 ana must be or need not be
'itself provided with holes corresponding to héles 20, 21 or 22,
" depending on whether or not it convers the said holes 20, 21 or

22,

The two embodiments.last mentioned above are those that permit
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the employment of a holder with openable rings or a metal
coil that can be threaded into the holes in the pocketé, or
furthermore holders with a plastic cylindrical spine fitted
with opposing teeth, or many other gimilar forms, as already
stated. In each case, the result is an elegant holder with
.pockets that can even be extracted snd changed and made of
sufficigntly firm and rigid material.
An essential feature of the invention in all cases is that

in both the inexpensive embodiments (fiés.'1-4 inclusive) and
the elegant embodiments (figs. 5 to 8 inclusive) the pocket
~has an opéging to receive a photograph and that the latter is
"simply held along its perimeter by a frame derived from the
said pocket to prevent full and:correct observation of the_picture
ﬁresented bu such photograph from being impeded byrthe presence

of reflections and shadows, ,

"It is clear that in the embodiments illustrated in figs. 5 to 8
incluéive face 17 may also be a éimple frame in the same wéy

as face 16, and that in this case tabs 18, 19 constitute lateral

- extensions of the said frame instead od g flat surface without

thereby departing from the scope of the invention,
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PATENT CLAIMS

1. A photograph holder consisting of a cover in which there

are contained a pluraiity of pockets open along one of their
sides; joined to each other and the said cover along enother
of theif sides, wherein at least one of the two faces of each

pocket is solely formed of a perimetral frame.

2. A photograph holder as claimed in Claim 1 in which both faces

. of the pocket are solely formed of a perimetral frame.

3 A photograph holder as clalmed in Claim 2 in which a surface

integral with the closed edges of the pocket is interposed

between the two frames.,

4. A photograph holder as claimed in any preceding Claim wherein
the pochet is double and electrically sealed along the common

frame to the other pockets and %o the cover.

5. A photograph holder as claimed in Claim 1 and Claiﬁ 2 in which |
thelpocketsrare constructed from a single.sheet of material folded
longitudinally to form two faces and provided on one of such faces
with a flap for attachment to the cover and along thé othef face

with means for the lateral adhesion of the said other face to0 the

first-mentioned face.
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