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This invention relates to corner metal lath and more
particularly to corner metal lath adapted for use in an
inside corner. :

Inside corner metal lath has in the past been fabricated
from expanded metal either by slitting larger sheets of
metal wall lath into pieces of proper width and bending
them to the approximate contour of an inside corner or
by bending narrow sheets of metal lath made especially
for bending into corner lath. Corner metal lath fabri-
cated in either of these ways has not proven entirely satis-
factory. Frequently the apex of the corner angle of such
metal lath is not equally distant from the edges of the bent
over portions or wings of the lath. This means that the
corner is not always in the center of the corner metal lath,
one wing often being longer than the other. At times the
apex of the corner is not only not equidistant from the
edges of the wings but is also not parallel to either edge.
There is therefore no symmetry in the corner lath and the
actual apex line of the corner is undefined and difficult to
follow. Since there is no well-defined corner Line it is
difficult to place the lath properly in an inside corner and
it is also difficult to plaster over the lath with the forma-
tion of a perfectly straight, well-defined corner. These
characteristics lead to considerable eyestrain and fatigue
in the workmen who are installing the lath and plastering
over it as well as to mechanical difficulties in getting the
plaster to properly key behind the lath and yet maintain
sufficient plaster above the lath to prevent its “bleeding”
through the surface of the plaster. Bleeding through the
plaster is caused by the passage of oxides from the metal
lath to the surface of the plaster when the lath is not suffi-
ciently buried in the plaster. This condition frequently
occurs in inside corners where the lath is rounded across
the apex of the corner due to the inability of the lather
to get the metal corner lath properly into the apex of the
corner. Moreover, lath of this type, since it does not
have a rigid well-defined corner member, does not with-
stand handling satisfactorily and frequently is bent or dis-
torted.

I have invented a corner metal lath which avoids these
difficulties. My lath may comprise a center or corner-
defining member having an undulate configuration and a
pair of expanded metal wings extending angularly out-
wardly from said center member. Preferably the center
member is of substantially greater width than the strands
which form the expanded metal wings and the crests of
its undulate configuration extend above and below a line
formed by the intersection of the two general planes in
which the wings lie.

The center member of the corner metal lath desirably
maintains a stiff rigid corner line which is always centered
in the apex of the corner and always well-defined. A
center member of this type reduces eyestrain and fatigue
and gives strength to the corner at the apex.

My corner lath also has other advantages. The undu-
late configuration of the center member provides pockets
in the apex of the corner into which the plaster may be
forced so as to lock the plaster behind the center member.
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Since the undulate configuration extends above and below

_the line formed by the intersection of the two general

planes in which the wings lie, a slight bowing in the wings
results when the edges of the wings are fastened tightly
to the wall surface. This bowing of the wings forms:a
pocket on either side of the center member between the
wall lath and the wings into which plaster- may be forced
to key it more tightly to the corner lath. This bowing
effect is especially important where the corner metal lath
is used in conjunction with sheet lath where there are few
openings into which the plaster can flow.

In the accompanying drawings illustrating a presently
preferred embodiment of my invention,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a section of corner
metal lath according to my invention;

Figure 2 is a section on the line II-—II of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is'a section through a wall corner showing the
application of corner lath; and

Figure 4 is a perspective view partly cut away of an
inside room corner after plastering.

Referring first to Figure 1, T have illustrated a corner
metal lath having a center or corper-defining member 10
of undulate configuration having alternately raised and
depressed portions 11 and 11a. A pair of expanded metal
wings 12 extend outwardly from the center member 10,
the angle between the wings being about 90°. The pattern
formed by the alternately raised and depressed portions
11 and 11g of the center member corresponds in general
to the pattern of raised and depressed portions 13 and 13«
of the strands 14 forming the expanded metal wings. The
center member 10 is of substantially greater width than
any of the strands 14 of the expanded metal wings.

As a result of the undulate configuration and the greater
width of the center member 10 the corner line of the
corner metal lath is well-defined and is substantially more
rigid than the wings of the lath.

In constructing a wall in which the metal corner lath
of my invention is used, the metal corner lath may be
applied to the wall by any of the well-known methods such
as for example, by wiring it to metal lath or nailing it to
wooden lath, sheet lath or wallboard. Such a wall may
be constructed as shown in Figure 3 wherein I have illus-
trated a plastered wall corner having sheet lath 15 attached
to the wall studding 16 to form a corner apex 17. The
metal corner lath 18 is held in position in the corner by
nails 19 which pass through the two wings of the lath
adjacent their edges 20 into the sheet lath of the wall.
When applied to the corner in this manner, the center
member 10 will bridge the apex 17 of the corner of the
wall leaving a void 21 between the apex of the corner and
the center member, particularly behind the depressed por-
tions 11a, into which plaster will flow to lock the corner.
The wings 12 may be slightly bowed (see Figure 3) to
form a pocket 22 on either side of the apex of the corner
into which plaster 23 will flow to bond the corner thor-
oughly. The keying effect thus attained contributes im-
portantly to the production of clean, sound plaster corners,
free from the tendency to crack and bleed.,

The corner-defining property of the corner lath of my
invention is more clearly illustrated by Figure 4 which
shows a corner of a room which has been lathed with sheet
lath 15 and to which the corner lath 18 of my invention
has been applied. In such a wall construction the sheet
lath is fastened to the studding 16 of the wall and the cor-
ner lath 18 is fastened to the sheet lath by nails 19 which
pass through the two wings 12 adjacent their edges 20.
The corner-defining member 16 then forms a clearly de-
fined line 30 along the apex of the corner as is clearly
illustrated in the drawings. Such a well-defined line is
particularly important in reducing eyestrain and fatigue
and in promoting straight and true corners in interiors

where the lighting is poor,
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While I have illustrated and described a presently pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited thereto but may be other-
wise variously embodied within the scope of the following
claims. .

I claim:

1. A corner metal lath comprising a corner-defining
center member and a pair of expanded metal wings ex-
tending angularly outwardly from the center member sub-
stantially at right angles to each other, the center member
having alternately raised and depressed portions corre-
sponding to the pattern of raised and depressed portions
of the strands forming the expanded metal wings, the
raised portions of the center member being sufficiently
high to extend beyond a line forming the apex of the
angle between the planes in which the wings lie.

2. A corner metal lath comprising a corner defining
center member and a pair of expanded metal wings ex-
tending angularly outwardly from the center member sub-
stantially at right angles to each other, the center member
having an undulate configuration with crests alternately
on opposite sides of a line formed by the intersection of
the two planes in which the wings lie.

3. A corner metal lath comprising a corner defining
center member and a pair of expanded metal wings ex-
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tending angularly outwardly from the center member sub-
stantially at right angles to each other, the center member
having an undulate configuration with crests alternately
on opposite sides of a line formed by the intersection of
the two planes in which the wings lie, the center member
being of substantially greater width than the strands of
the expanded metal wings.

4. A corner metal lath comprising a corner defining
center member and a pair of substantially symmetrical
expanded metal wings extending angularly outwardly
from the center member in separate planes forming an
angle of about 90° with each other, the center member
having an undulate configuration with crests alternately
on opposite sides of a line formed by the intersection of
the two planes in which the wings lie.
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