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4 Claims.

My invention relates to games and more par-
ticularly to game boards permitting simulation
of the game of baseball.

In accordance with my invention, the ball is

5 directed toward the batters box by a chute of such
construction that it permits eontrol of the speed
and by pressing ball against side of chute or by
spinning the ball by a player, a curve can be
made, further in accordance with my invention
the bat is controlled by another player for move-
ment over a cut-out or equivalent, in the playing
surface of the board. )

Also in accordance with my invention, the play-
ing surface is provided with cut-outs and stops,
provided with suitable legends, to intercept the
ball when struck; preferably, a fence encloses the
playing surface and two inclined troughs, or
equivalent, are suitably disposed and constructed
to permit the ball to go over the fence. My inven-
tion further resides in the features of construc-
tion, combination and arrangement hereinafter
deseribed and claimed. For an understanding of
my invention and for illustration of a preferred
form thereof reference is to be had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which;

Fig. 1 is a plain view of the game board. .

Fig. 2 is a side elevation on reduced scale with
parts omitted.

© Fig. 3 is a plan view, on enlarged scale of one
of the stops of Figure 1.

Pig. 4 is a front elevational view of Figure 3.

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view, in section, of
Figure 3. _

Fig. 6 is a sectional view on enlarged scale,
appearing in Figure 1. . -

Fig. T is a detail view on enlarged scale of the
bat control device.

10

15

20

25

30

36

Fig. Ta is an end sectional view of parts shown '

in Fig. 7. ‘ )

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view of the delivery end
of the chute, on enlarged scale. :

Fig. 9 in perspective and on enlarged scale illus-
trates a trough shown in Fig. 1.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, the playing sur-
face or field 1 may be formed of cardboard, thin
wood or the like of suitable size; for example, it
may be about four feet long and all other dimen-
sions in suitable proportion. The chute 2 is in-
clined downwardly to direct a ball placed thereon
toward the.“home” plate 3 which is an opening
cut-out of the playing surface. As shown, the
chute terminates at the pitcher’s box 4 so that
the ball must roll a substantial distance after
leaving the chute. . '

Preferably, as shown-
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the chute are rolled or convex and below the
center of the marble B or equivalent. The player

_ by pressing the ball against one side or the other
of the chute can make it spin so that when it
leaves the chute and travels along the playing -
surface toward the batter’s box it will curve in one
direction or the other depending upon the direc-
tion of the spin. The player controlling the bat,
later described, finds it difficult to know whether
or not the ball will curve and if so in what direc-
tion. On the other hand, the “pitcher” may im-
part so much spin to the marble that it falls in
one of the “stolen base” cut-outs 27, and ad-
vance a runner on base.

The bat 5 which is pivotally mounted to one
side of the “home” plate to swing over it when
manusily released by clockwise rotation, (as
viewed in Figure 7) of the stop arm 6 at the inner
end of a rod 7 whose outer end projecting through
the end of the game is provided with a knob 8,
or equivalent. The movement of the bat is ef~
fected by member 8a which may be a spring, &
rubber band, or the like. Rod 7 is of such length
that the bat when restrained is to the rear of the
cut-out 3. .

To set the bat, the “batter” swings the bat
to the position shown in Figure 1 thus tensioning
the elastic or spring 8a which is connected from
a suitable point under the playing surface to the

" arm 5a extending from the vertical shait 5b to 30
which the bat is secured. The batter then ro-
tates knob 8 to turn the stop arm 6 from the
dotted line position of Fig. 7 to the full line posi-
tion of Figure 7 to restrain the bat in the posi-
tion of Figure 1. :

The object of the player controlling knob 8
is to release the bat at the proper time to strike
a ball arriving from chute 2 and to propel it
toward one of the stops, later described, bear-
ing a favorable legend. The bat is released by 40
turning knob 8 to move the stop 6 to the dotted
line position (Fig. 7) whereupon the spring 8a
swings the bat in a counter-clockwise direction
as viewed in Fig. 1 about the axis of shaft 5b. If
the batter fails to release the bat or releases it 45
too late, the marble can drop in the opening 3
for a “strike” without obstruction by the bat.
1f the release is timed so that the bat strikes the
ball in front of the cut-out 3, the path of the
ball is dependent upon the speed and spin of the 50
marble as well as the time of release of the bat. .
“’II'hus the players match wits and skill on every
play.” L

Al]l of the stops 9 are similar in construction
and are preferably made as clearly fllustrated in 56
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Figures 3 to 5, A plece of thin metal 9, or other
suitable material is bent to form a pocket, whose
mouth (0 is presented toward the batter’s posi-
tion, and which has an inclined back {1 for di-
recting the ball, which may be a& marble of suit-

"able size, into an opening 12 in the playing sur-

face within the confines of the stop.

The stops may be secured by the tabs 13 which
pass through the top of the game and are glued
or otherwise held to the underside of the playing
surface. Figures 14 representing baseball players
may project above the stops.

. Preferably, the mouths of the “put-out” stops
for the out-fielders are slightly greater in width
than the mouths of the infield stops; for example,
the out-fleld stops may be 214 inches wide at the
mouth and the in-fleld stops 2 inches wide.

The stops 15§ may be similar to the put-out
stops described except that no figure (4 accom-
panies them. Stops I8 are provided with suitable
legend indicative of the value of the play when
the ball is received thereby; suitable abbrevia-
tion of well known plays appear in Figure 1.

All of the stops 9 and {8 are disposed so that
the mouth of each of them extends substantially
normal to a radius drawn from the batter’s box,
and are so disposed angularly with respect to each
other that they are staggered as viewed from the
batter’s position.

The pitcher’s put-out P is formed by a cut-out

at the delivery end of chute 2. The ball leaving
the chute ordinarily has sufficient momentum to

 Jump the gap. If it does not, suitable penalty

may be imposed on the team in the field. (Such
&8 a balk on the pitcher). '

The two “foul out” stops I8 each comprises a .

cut-out 17 and a block or fence piece I8 border-
ing the edge remote from the batter’s box. The
“Foul ball” stops (8 each comprises a cut-out or
slot 20 and a fence or guide 21 extending toward
the front of the game. The fences {8 and 2I
are preferably at right angles to the foul line 22.
The slots 16 and 20 are so staggered that any
ball knocked to the rear of the foul line must go
into one or the other of them.

The board is tipped as shown in Figure 2 so

that the ball must always go to the rear of the

game,

Stolen bases 27 are cut-outs in the surface of
Game In the rear of home plate as shown in
Figure 1.

The playing surface is bounded by a fence 23
confining the ball to the playing surface except
when the ball is received by one of the inclined
troughs 24, shown most clearly in Pigure 9, which
guide the ball over the fence, which counts for
& “home run”. As shown in Fig. 1, these troughs
24 extend substantially radially of the “home”
cut-out 3, so that if the marble when struck
travels in proper direction to meet the lower end
of the trough it rides up over the fence 23 for
a “home run”,

The playing surface may be the top of a box in
which event, the balls falling through the stop-
openings will travel to the rear of the box which
may be provided with an opening in either cor-
ner facilitating removal.

As shown in Figure 1 the score cards 25 may be
marked on an unused part of the playing surface
and the score kept by sticking pins in the rec-
tangle 28 under the usual headings. Practically
every play and situation possible in actual base
ball is possible with the game disclosed and the
same rules as in actual base ball may be followed,
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Rules for game

Pitching.—The ball must not be pushed or
thrown down chute. With a little practice it is
possible to make the ball curve either way, a fast
or slow ball is possible, ) )

Batting—Pull bat back and turn knob to left
to hold bat in place. 'To release bat turn knob
to right.

Base hits~—The number of bases to take on 10
each hit are marked on the back of stops placed
on the fleld. : '

One base hit.—Batter goes to first, base run-
ners advance one base. :

Long single.—Batter goes to first, base runners 15
advance two .bases. .

Two base hit.—Batter goes to second, base run-
ners advance two bases.

Three base hit.—Batter goes to third, all base
runners score. 2'0
Home run—If ball goes up chute (marked
home run) and goes over the fence batter.and all

base runners score,

Sacrifice fly—Batter 18 out, base runners ad-
vance one base. 25
Double play—Batter is out, the base runner
named on the back of stop is also out. If no one

is on base only one is out. ‘

Errors—If ball hits stop in front of any man
and stops on the fleld all runners advance one 30
base, batter goes to first. If ball goes in hole after
it hit a flelder the final hole counts.

Outs—If ball goes in hole in front of any
flelder batter is out. If the ball stops on the field
the batter is out (considered as a fly out to the 35
nearest fielder). Foul outs are marked on the
field. '

Stolen bases.—Men on first and second advance
one base (if bases are full) or if man is on third
they do not advance. 40

Important.—If ball goes off chute while pitch-
ing it is'a ball, If it goes in hole for catcher it
is a strike,

While I have illustrated a preferred embodi-
ment it is to be understood my invention is not 45
limited thereto but is coextensive in scope with
the appended claims, .

What I claim is:

1. A ball game comprising a batter’s box, a bat
pivotally mounted at said box, means for manual-
1y controlling said bat, a stationary chute for de-
livering a ball to sald box having convex ball-
engaging sides and a bottom, the space between
said sides being large enough that the ball may
engage the bottom and a single side in rolling g
down said chute, and a plurality of stops, at
different distances from and at different angles
to said batter’s box, each having an opening to
receive said ball, said stops comprising substan-
tially the only ball obstructions on the playing gq
fleld and having various reward and penalty
values.

2. A ball game comprising a member providing
a playing surface, and a chute inclined toward
said surface to deliver a ball thereto and having gg
& shallow groove, with a flat bottom and low
convex sides adapted to engage the ball substan~
tially below the center thereof, said sides being
so spaced that the ball may at any given in-
stant engage only one of them and the bottom of 70
said groove. ‘ ,

3. In a ball game having a playing surface with
a “home” cut-out opening, a stationary chute
incliried toward sald “home” opening and hay-
ing convex ball-engaging sides for imparting spin 76
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to the ball, and a.' “stolen-ba.se" cut-out opening swing in a path intercepting the path ot a hall
to one side of the “lome” opening to receive the from said chute, and an opening in said surface
ball if it has excessive spin. - ‘adjacent the delivery end of said chute normally
4, In a ball'game, having a playing surface, a Jjumped by the ball in leaving the delivery end of
5 stationary chute inclined toward said surface and said chute and to receive the ball if driven by sald &
having ' its delivery end above said surface, & bat_ toward the delivery end of said chute.
" manually controlled ‘bat pivotally supported to FRANCIS L. PHELAN,



