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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
JAYW. POWERS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF HIS RIGHT 

TO FRANCIS M. MELICK, OF SAME PLACE. 

IMPROVEMENT IN FRUIT AND JELLY PRESSEs. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 1S6,162, dated January 9, 1877; application filed 
July 7, 1876. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAY W. PoweRs, of 

the city of Chicago, Cook county, State of 
Illinois, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Fruit and Jelly Presses, of 
which the following is a full description, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, in Which 

Figure 1 is an elevation; Fig. 2, a vertical 
section; Fig. 3, a plan view of the cover; 
Fig. 4, a detail; Fig. 5, a plan view of the 
plunger; Fig. 6, an elevation, showing the 
scales connected with the lever; Fig. 7, a top 
view of the lever; Fig. 8, a detail. 
My improvement consists in constructing 

the operating-lever of the press so that it can 
be used as a scale-beam by combining with 
the press scales for weighing; and in special 
devices, by the use of which the plunger is op 
erated. 

In the drawings, A represents the recepta 
cle for the fruit; B, the plunger, which is 
provided with suitable perforations, O is a 
bar provided with ratchet-teeth, the lower 
end of which is permanently secured to the 
plunger. D is a removable cover. a. are 
standards, permanently attached to the cov 
er, b are bearings on the tops of the stand 
ards a. E is the operating-lever. It is so 
constructed that it can be used as a scale. 
beam; and, to this end, it is provided with 
notches c, one near each end, to receive a 
hook or ring. At the center of the lever E 
are pivots, the ends d of which project some 
distance beyond the lever, so as to enter the 
bearings b. These ends d are circular, in part, 
so as to fit the bearings b, and are so formed 
as to have a sharp edge opposite to this cir 
cular portion, as represented in Figs. 1 and 
6. F are two pawls, pivoted in the lever 
E-one upon each side of the center-by 
means of the pins i. f are arms connected 
with the pawls, which serve as weights to 
make the part e of the pawl engage with the 
teeth on the bar C. g is an opening through 
the cover D, through which the bar C 
passes, I make the bar C of the same form as 
this opening g. G. G. are trays or scales sus 
pended from the lever or beam E. 
The arms f of the pawls, besides serving 

the office of weights, can be used for the pur 
pose of disengaging the pawls from the teeth, 
when desired. 
The ratchet-bar C passes through an open 

ing at the center of the lever E. h is an 
opening through the cover I), to permit the 
return of any juice that might pass up by the 
side of the ratchet-bar C. 

In use the plunger B is placed in the 
bottom of the receptacle A, and the cover 
alnd lever removed. The receptacle is then 
filled with the fruit or other article to be 
pressed. The cover D and lever E are then 
placed in the position shown in Fig. 1, and, 
as the opposite ends of the lever are alter 
nately raised and depressed, the pawls f al 
ternately engage with the ratchet-teeth on 
the bar C, and the plunger will be drawn up, 
pressing the fruit between the cover and the 
plunger. 
The juice flowing through the perforations 

in the plunger and receptacle can be pre 
served in a suitable vessel. The fruit lav 
ing been sufficiently pressed, the lever, cover, 
and plunger can be removed, the refuse can 
be thrown away, and the juice deposited where 
ever desired. 
When used as a press the circular portion 

of the pivots drest in the bearings b, as shown 
in Fig. 1. 
To use the device as a scale, it is only nec 

essary to turn over the lever E, so that the 
knife-edges of the pins d will rest in the bear. 
ings b, and suspend G G-one upon each end 
of the lever-as shown in Fig. 6. 
By reversing the position of the bar C, and 

securing that end which in Fig. 1 is the up 
per one to the plunger, it, when operated, will 
move downward, the article to be pressed be. 
ing placed beneath instead of above the plun 
e. 

3. The receptacle A can conveniently be made 
of perforated sheet metal. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is as follows: 
1. In a fruit or jelly press the lever E, 

provided with pins or pivots d, formed sub 
stantially as described, and adapted to be 
used both as a lever and also as a scale-beam, 
substantially as and for the purposes spec 
ified. 

2. The receptacle A, plunger B, ratchet 
bar C, cover D, and standards a, in coin bi 
nation with an operating-lever and pawls F, 
substantially as specified. 
Witnesses: JAY. W. POWERS. 

E. A. WEST, 
O. W. BOND, 


