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This invention is directed to, and it is a major
object to provide, a novel tongue construction
adapted for use in men’s or women’s shoss.

Another important object of the invention is
to provide a tongue construction which enhances
the comfort of the shoe; the tongue being held
in place against latera] slipping and in a manner
to minimize the possibility of pinching the foot.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a tongue construction wherein the tongue is re-
movably attached to the shoe, whereby new
tongues can be substituted to replace worn
tongues, or replaced for color or ornamental de-
sign changes.

An additional obiect of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel tongue construction wherein the re-
movable fongue is detachably secured in the shoe
at one point by a snap and at the other points
by the shoe lacing,

Tt is also an object of the invention to provide
a tongue construction for shoes which is de-
signed for ease and economy of manufacture.

Still a further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a practical and reliable tongue construction
for shoes, and one which will be exceedinely ef-
fective for the purpose for which it is designed.

These objects are accomplished by means of
such structure and relative arrangement of parts
as will fully appear by a perusal of the follow-
ing specification and claim.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a man’s shoe, of
bal type, including the novel tongue construc-
tion; the tongue—at the forward end—being un-
der the vamp.

Fig. 2 is a similar view, but with the forward
end of the tongue exposed above the vamp.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view showing the tongue on
a man’s shoe of blucher type.

Fig. 4 is 2 plan view of the tongue, detached.

Fig. 5 is a transverse section on line 5—5 of
PFig. 1.

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal section on line 6—§ of
Fig. 5.

Referring now more particularly to the char-
acters of reference on the drawings, and par-
ticularly at present to Figs. 1, 4, 5, and 6, the
tongue is indicated generally at {, and is shown
as in use in connection with a man’s shoe of
bal type; the shoe including g sole 2; a vamp &;
a toe &; an inside quarter-portion 5; an outside
quarter-portion §; and a rear quarter-portion 7.

As usual in this type of shoe, the quarter-por-
tions & and § are sewn along the outer edge, as
at 8 and 9, to the vamp, except that in the pres-
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ently shown shoe the inside quarter-portion. is.
of considerably reduced length relative to the
outside quarter-portion 6, and said quarter-por-
tions are connected by a diagonal lacing ar-.
rangement (0. Such diagonal lacing arrange-
ment is the subject of copending application, Se-
rial Mo. 216,189,

The rear edge i of the vamp 3 is exposed be-
yond the forward end of the relatively short in-
side quarter-portion §: the tongue { underlying
said quarter-portions § and 6 and the rear por-
ticn of the vamp 3, thus closing the space or area
existent between the forward edge of the inside:
quarter portion 5 and the rear portion of the
vamp 3.

The tongue {, positioned as above, is removably-
held in place as follows:

Adiacent one side and intermediate its ends
the tongue is formed with a snap part {2, and a
cooperating snap part {3 is fixed to the inside
quarter-portion 5 on the under surface; such
snap parts 12 and {3 normally being engaged.

A pair of longitudinally spaced eyes {4 are
formed in the tongue | adjacent the opposite
edge thereof; such eyes {4 matching with cor-
responding ones of the eyes 15 in the outside
quarter-vortion 6 through which the diagonal
Jacing 18 is threaded. Corresponding loops of
the diagonal lacing {8 extend from the related
eves {5 through the eyes 14, and such loops are
connected below the outside quarter-portion 6
by a continuous or unbroken run of said di-
agonal lacing. Consequently, when the diagonal
lacing {8 is tightened the tongue { is firmly and
properly secured against the under side of the
outside quarter-portion 6.

By removably securing the tongue { in the shoe,
as above described, such tongue is always prop-
erly positioned and lies smooth against the foot,
being held against lateral slipping and prevented
from wrinkling and pinching the foot of the
wearer.

Also, by securing the tongue as described, the
portion of the tongue immediately ahead of the
inside quarter-portion 5 is exposed, and without
downward pressure from above; this being an
important feature in the relief of the instep or
arch directly rearwardly of the great toe of the
wearer.

Under certain circumstances it is desirable
that the forward or front end portion of the
tongue { be worn outside the shoe; i. e. on top of
the vamp 8, as when said forward portion of the
tongue includes ornamentation {7 which it is de-
sired to exhibit. When the tongue is arranged
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with its forward portion outside or on top of the
vamp 3, it appears as in Fig. 2; the tongue hav-
ing slits 18 and 19 which extend laterally from
opposite sides whereby to permit the tongue to
project over the vamp, yet with the inside
quarter-portion 5 and outside quarter-portion §
engaging through the slits 18 and 18, as is neces-
sary to permit the tongue to lie flat ahead of
said quarter-portions.

In Fig. 3 the tongue 20 is removably secured
in the same manner as in Fig. 1, but it is here
shown in connection with a man’s shoe of blucher
type, which shoe includes an inside quarter-por-
tion 21 and an outside quarter-portion 22; said
quarter-portions including an inside overlap 23
and an outside overlap 24, respectively. The in-
side overlap 23 is of considerably lesser forward
projection than the outside overlap 24, and both
of said overlaps are connected by a diagonal lac-
ing arrangement 25.

Here the tongue 20 underlies the overlaps 23
and 28, being removably attached to the same by
3 snap 28 and the diagonal lacing 25 in substan-
tially the same manner as in the embodiment of
Pig. 1. The tongue 20, which may include orna-
mentation 27 on the top forward portion there-
of, overlies the vamp as shown, with small lateral
slits 20a and 200 at the forward ends of the over-
laps 23 and 24.

The described tongue construction provides
relatively great foot comfort, as the tongue is
always held in proper position, and by securing
means which do not exert undesirable downward
pressure on the top of the foot.

From the foregoing description it will be readily
seen that there has been produced such a tongue
construction as substantially fulfills the objects
of the invention, as set forth herein.
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While this specification sets forth in detail
the present and preferred construction of the
same, still in practice such deviations from such
detail may be resorted to as do not form a de~
parture from the spirit of the invention, as de-
fined by the appended claim.

Having thus described the invention, the fol-
lowing is claimed as new and useful, and upon
which Letters Patent are desired:

In an oxford type shoe which includes opposed
spaced quarter-portions and a vamp projecting
forwardly from said portions, & tongue separate
and detached from the vamp and wider than the
space between the quarter-portions and having
lateral slits intermediate its ends, and means be-
tween and connecting the upper portion of the
tongue to one quarter-portion and under the
same and so that the slits are then alined with
the upper end of the vamp whereby the portion
of the tongue ahead of the slits may be selectively
placed under and over the vamp alternately.
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