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the schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. . 

To all persons to whom these presents may come: 
Beit known that I, NATHANIEL PLYMPTON, of 

Boston, of the county of Suffolk and State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Earthen-ware Teapots; and do hereby declare 
the same to be fully, described in the following specifi 
cation and represented in the accompanying drawing, 

s of which-, ... . . . . . . 
Figure l is a side elevation; 
Figure 2, a vertical section; and 

: Figure 3, a bottom view of an earthen-ware tea-pot, 
provided with my improvement. . 
Common earthen-ware tea-pots, such as are for use 

on stoves, mostly, if not. entirely, are made with a con 
cave or dished bottom, having an encompassing lip or 
flange to come into contact with the top of the stove. 
When the tea-pot rests on a hot stove, the bottom 

lipis, generally speaking, the only part in contact with 
the stove, and, consequently, first receives the heat 
radiated from such top. ; . . . . . . 

: The heat absorbed by the flange, when the tea-pot 
is first set on the stove, will suddenly expand the 
flange, radially and longittidinally, so as to render it 
liable to crack asunder, or away from those parts of 
the tea-pot which may be either around or encom 
passed by such flange. In consequence of this sudden 
expansion of the flange, the bottom of the tea-pot is 
very apt, sooner or later, to become cracked, so as to 
cause the vessel to leak. . . . . . . 
... I have found that by notching the flange trans 
versely, or grooving the bottom and the flange dia 
metrically, the danger of cracking or breakage of the 

substantially as described. 

bottom, through suddell expansion of the flange by 
heat, will be greatly reduced, if not entirely obviated. 
The drawing exhibits an earthen-Ware tea-pot, in 

which the bottom A, with its encompassing sustain 
ing-lip or flange a, is exhibited as grooved diametri 
cally by a series of grooves or channels, bb, Crossing 
one another, and extended through the flange a. The 
flange thus becomes separated into sections, each be 
ing free to expand independently, of the others, or 
those next to it. f . . . 
The flange alone may be notched transversely, but 

I prefer to score or groove both the bottom and the 
flange, as, by so doing, the chance of cracking the bot . 
tom, through the sudden expansion of the flange, will 
not only be largely diminished, if not entirely pre 
vented, but the heating of the liquid contents of the 
tea-pot or vessel will be facilitated thereby, as the 
thinner parts of the bottom, that is, those over the 
grooves, will absorb and part, with the heat quicker 
than the thicker or intermediate portions thereof. 

In other respects, I make the tea-pot in the ordina 
ry way, its handle being shown at c, and spout or nose 
at d. 

claim- - 

As a new or improved manufacture, an earthen 
ware tea-pot, having its bottom, notched or grooved, 

NATHL. PLYMPTON. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. EDDY, 
S. N. PIPER. 

  


