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The end of the pipe B, through which the generally nothing to prevent the water from 
matter is to be drawn should now be in 
serted, and secured in the top of the box, 
so that the lower end of the pipe will be 
about two inches above the partition D, and 
the pipe P, which is to ventilate the cistern 
should also be inserted just through the top 
of the box, and secured properly to it. The 
hole may now be filled with the earth which 
was taken from it over the box and around 
the pipes. If the hole was made through 
several strata of different kinds, it may be 
desirable to return the materials of each 
stratum to its original position as near as 
may be, so that the water of each of the 
several strata may flow or filter forward in 
the same direction and in the same stratum 
or strata, that it did before and not descend 
to the box or cistern below. 
Whenever there is any noxious Water in 

any of the strata above the box the hole a 
short distance above the box should be filled 
and packed with clay or some substance 
which will prevent the noxious Water from 
descending to the box, and mixing with the 
water which enters it, so as to render it im 
pure. 

It will be apparent from the above de 
scription that one or both sides of the open 
ings through which the water enters the cis 
tern may be made inclined for the purpose 
of shedding any substance carried in by the 
water into the opening through which the 
water enters when the water ceases to flow 
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in. I contemplate that these openings may 
have a series of inclined planes upon One 
side or around them for the purpose above 
mentioned. Also that the cistern may be 
made round, or of such other shape as may 
be preferred. - 
Some of the advantages of my cistern 

over wells as ordinarily constructed may be 
- enumerated as follows, to wit: They fre 
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quently want clearing out, while it is not 
probable that my improved cistern will ever 
require cleaning. In common Wells there is 

entering at the surface; besides the Water in 
the well may be a mixture of the water from 
each of the different strata from the top to 
the bottom, some of which may be very ob 
jectionable, while the water in my cistern is 

- the water of the stratum in which the cis 
tern is placed, and of that stratum only; as 
all the water in the strata above is com 
E. to flow or filter forward where it did 
efore the cistern was put in below it; for it 

is well known that the Water of some wells 
is good in a dry time, when they receive 
water from the lower stratum only. But 
after a rain the water from some of the 
strata higher up descends and mixes with 
the good water and spoils the whole. In 
such cases my cistern would furnish good 
water uniformly regardless of drought or 
plenty. Most Wells are open to the recep 
tion of dust, leaves, animals and insects, 
none of which can get into my cistern. 
Some Wells near tide water are so affected 
by the tides as to render them comparatively 
or quite useless; but if my cistern is put in 
below the level of the water at low tide it 
will not be affected by the tide water but 
will furnish water of a uniform quality con 
tinually. The water from my cistern will 
generally be cooler in warm weather than 
from open wells or Wells stoned to within a 
short distance of the surface. 
I believe I have described the construction 

of my apparatus or cistern for obtaining 
water from the earth so as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to make and use it. 
I will now state what I desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, to wit, 
I claim 
A cistern constructed substantially as de 

scribed or in any equivalent manner for the 
purposes set forth. - 

WM. D. BARTLETT. 
Witnesses: 

THOMAS I. CLARIX, 
I. NAYSON. 
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