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No. 742,009,

UNITED STATES

Patented October 20, 1903,

PatenT Orrice,

MAURICE L. ‘CRAM, CF CHARLEVOIX, MICHIGAN.

BALLOT-BOX.

) .S]:’E_CIFICATI_ON forming part of ‘Letterst Patent No.

742,009, dated October 20, 1908,

Application filed June 18, 1903, Sorial No, 161,340, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, MAURICE L. CRrAM, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Charlevoix, in the county of Charlevoix and
State of Michigan, have made a certain new
and useful Invention in Ballot-Boxes; and I
declare the following to be a fall, clear, and
exact deseription of the same, such as'will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertaing to make and use the invention, ref-
erence being had to the accompanyingdraw-
ings, and to characters of refe:
thereon, which form a part o: thiz specifica-
tion. | :

Figure lisa
hox. Fig. 2is
thecover removed and partly insection.
on the line 3 3, Fig. 2.
perspective view of the &:awe: b.
detail view of the guard-partition
its view-openingsand the hoppers

pefspective view of my ballot-
Fig.
Tlep 4
is a detail
Fig. 5isa
6, showing
4.,
to ¢lose an opening in the drawer b,
- The invention has relation to ballot-boxes,

chiefly designed for the use of lodges, clubs,
andeocioties; and it consistsinthe novelcon-

“struction and combinations of parts, as here-

inafter set forth. -

I the accompanying drawings, illustrating
ihe invention, the letter ¢ designates a box
or ¢ase, whieh is usually provided with a han-
dle. I the lower partofthe box is provided
& slide or drawer b, in which are compart-
tientacand d, which are separated from each
other in such wise that the ballot-balis which
may fall into oné dompartment cannot get
from that one into the other compartment,
For this purpose a partition eis provided be-
twoen the compartments. The com partments
may be lined with softmaterial, if desired, in
order to prevent noise from the falling of a
ballot-ball. Instead of one slide with com-
parbineats twe drawors, side by side, may be
usad: The lower back portion of the box con-

taining the slide or drawer is separated from

the upper bacik portion by means ofa partition
/> whick is designed toextend in frontof a vei-
tieal partition g safficlently to form g ledgo
Ay below which is a recess or recesses for the
reeoption of the keys k, the ends or heads of
whish project from their slideways above'said
ledge, as indicated at . COne of thege koys

n29 marked

& plan view of the same with’

Fig. 615 & detail view illustrating a slide.

-disks, keys,

should have its head eolored white, the other

black, or other colors may be used, they being, .

differeni. for the two ‘keys. The

however
¢ ) Eachkey is

keys are preferably removable,

designed when in its slideway to engage an’

arm of an angle-lever m, to the other arm of
which is connected a rod 7, whichis attached
toa transverse lever D, which is pivoted to the
partition fand is heid in rearward position
by its’spring s. To the movable end of this
transverse lever is connected a spring-pawl ¢,
which engages a ratchet-disk v, journaled to
said partition. A spring-stop w is also pro-
vided in connection with
Each ratchet-disk is provided with a series
of apertures 3, which are of proper size each
toreceive one of the ballot-balls, and as these
apertures are arranged in cireular series ra.
dially equidistant from the pivotal point of
the disk each of them will pass over an aper-
ture z through the partition f in such wise

as to fall into the compartment below. Above,

each disk is a hopper 4, connected to the fram-
ing and serving to recéive & quaantity of bal-
lot-balls,
at their upper ends by means of metal eovers
5, so that the balls in one hopper cannot get
therefrom into the other hopper. The twin
hoppers, and covers are laterally
arranged with reference to each other, and
the cover of the disk which isin engagement
with the angle-lever of the black key should
be colored black, thé other cover ‘being col-
ored white. Whan the black balls are placed
in the hopper corresponding to the black key
and the white balls in the hopper correspond-
ingtothe white key, the cover being closed and
the compartmients of ‘the slide in the lower
portion of the box being empty, the machine
is ready for operation.

In voting a white or election ball the white
key is pressed down with the finger. This
operates the lever mechanism to turn the
corresponding disk oho step, aseach ratchot-
tooth is sufficiently long to inelude in its
radial seope one of the apertures 3, and as
this movewment is made one of these apertures
will come into registration with the through-
aperture or passage z to the corresponding
compartment below, into which the ballot-ball
will fall. The through aperture or passage
% ig arranged under & guard-partition 6 of the

each ratchet-digk.”
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frame, and the disk is also segmentally below
said guard, so that uo ball from the hopper
can pass into and through the aperture or
passage ¢ until the disk is set in operation
by means of the key.

Tlhe front of the box is usually provxden
with a sight and hand opening at 7 far pur-
poses of inspection and to reach the heads of
the keys.

The segmental pomen of each disk which
passes under the guard 6 is designed tc be
visible from the fnont, a view-opening being
provided at 8 for the purpose. \When so ar-

ranged, the person voting ean see the turn-
ing of the disk bringing his ballot-ball to the
passage = and dmppuw it into the compart-
ment below. Any mistake in handling the
keys or in filling the hoppers with a mixture
of black and white balls will therefore be
easily noticed and readily remedied. Slonld
it be desired, the upward inelined faces of the
view- openings § may be provided with reflect-
ing-surfaces in order to render more easily
v1s1ble the exposed segmental portions of the
disks and the ballot-balls carried thereby.

This ballot-box is of simple and darable

coustruetion and its wechanism is of little.

complexity and easily kept in order. The
keys are removable aud in order to avoid
casual maunipulation may be taken out of the
slideways when the box is not in use.

In order to facilitate replacing bali, .in the
hoppers, a small openirw may be mads in the

" end of the‘drawer o, such openm(rbem g elosed
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by aslide. (See I‘w 6.)

- Having deqcmbed this invention, what I
c]alm, and desno to'secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. Inaballot-box, the combination of an ap—
ertured disk ]mvmur ratehiet-teeth, a spring-
pawl and stop for said disk, and operating

andd stop for said disk

742,009

means for said disk having a reciprocatory
key working in a plane at right angles to that
of mid atchet-disk,substantially asspecified.

-Inaballot- br)\ the combination of anap-
mtmedhon/onmlxatchet -disk, aspring-pawl
, a vertieally-reciproca-
tory key for opemtinw said disk, and lever
mechanism connecting said hey and pawl,sub-
stantlally as specified.

In & ballot-box, the combination with a
ba.ll-carrym{r disk, havmg a ¢ireular series of
apertures, and correspouding ratchet-teeth,
of a partition under said disk, said partition
being provided with a passage adapted to reg-
ister with any one of said apertures and above
said passage a segment-guard, substantially
as specified.

t. In a ballot-box, the combination with a
ball-carrying disk, having a circular series of
apertures, and corresponding ratchet-teeth,
of a hopper above said disk, a partition under

said disk, said partition bem« provided with

a passage adapted to register with any one of -

said apertures, aud above said passage a seg:

“ment-guard, substantially as specified.

5. Inaballot-box, the combination with the
ball-carrying disks having circular series of
aperturesand correspondieg ratchet-teeth, of
hoppers above said disks, a partition under
said disks, said partition being provided with
passages adapted toregister respeciively with
any one of said apertures, a segment-guard
above said passages, and a compartment slide
or drawer unders
as specified.

In‘testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. . ‘

_ : MAURICE 1. CRAM.

Witnesses: :

' W, II. COLLINS,
VEra E. WAGNER.
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