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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS D. GORDON, a.
citizen of the United States, residing at Mon-
mouth, in the county of Warren and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Bridles,of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

- The bridle to which the invention that is
herein described pertains, is of that general
class in which an overdraw check rein is fixed
to a chin strap which passes beneath the ani-
mal’s chin, instead of to the bridle bit or to
the endsof a small supplemental mouth piece
or bit which is independent of the mouth
piece or main member of the driving bit, and
to that particular class or type of such bridle
bits in which are provided means whereby
the chin strap is connected with the mouth-
piece of the bit in such manner that its end
portions may slide endlong of themselves with
reference to said mouthpiece. As heretofore
constructed, in this class or type of bridle
bitshaving the chin strap connected with the
bit, so as to be held against lateral movement
while permitted to have free back and forth
endlong movements with reference to the bit,
the chin strap has either been connected with

- the mouth piece in such manner that it (the
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chin strap) would contact with the animal’s
side lips, and in sliding back and forth there-

. against, even: when the overdraw check rein
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was only. moderately taut, would rub and
abrade such parts, and by thus painfully af-
fecting the animal would defeat the princi-
pal object for which it was intended; or the
chin strap was passed through some project-
ing part forward of the ends of the ‘mouth
piece, in such location as to bring the'chin
strap into an objectionable position, too far
forwardly on the animal’s lower jaw or chin.

My invention has for its leading object the
production of a bridle bit or bitting mechan-
ism, with which an overdraw check rein con-
nected with a chin strap can:be. used, with
all the superior advantages arising from such
connection—a bridle bit provided with means
whereby the chin strap will be permitted to
have the most free endlong movement of its
end parts, while held from lateral movement,.
and in the mos} favorable location on the ani-

mal’s chin, and at the same time held in such

position as to entirély prevent the chin strap
from rubbing or abrading the cheeks or side
lips of the animal, ‘In carrying ouf this lead-
ing object of my invention, improvements
have been evolved which consist in novel
structural features, novel organizations and
arrangements of parts, and novel combina-
tions of parts, the separate and collective op-
erations of which parts, their structural pe-
culiarities, novel organizations and novel
combinations, are hereinafter fully described
and made the subject matter of claims hereto
appended. )

“In the accompanying drawings all my im-

-provements are shown as embodied in the

best way now known: to me; obviously how-
ever, some of these parts may differ in their
construction, and assemblage or disposition
for co-action, from my improvements, and
without departure from the invention shown
in the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1isa perspective of partsof adriving
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bridle embodying my improvements, shown

in place on a horse’s head; Fig. 2, a plan,
showing one end of a blank from which the
cheek guards and the cover for the mouth
piece are formed; Fig. 3, a perspective of a
bit, with cheek guards, loop, chin strap, and

one end of a standing martingale in. place;

Fig. 4, a sectional elevation in line 4—£ in
Fig. 3; Fig. 5, a modification of the covering
for the chin strap, hereinafter deseribed; Fig.
6, an elevation of the bit, of one cheek guard,
and part of a chin strap.

The cheek pieces, brow band, crown piece
and throat latch shown at Fig. 1, are parts of
an ordinary bridle, designated respectively by
the reference letters A, B, C and D, and may
be construected as shown or in any ordinary
way to which my improvements would be ap-
plicable. ‘

The bridlebit K, formed of a metallic mouth
piece e,covered with a leather covering ¢/, the
extended ends of which are enlarged to form
cheek guards ¢% and the bit rings e® carried
in holes through the end of the piece e, is
an-ordinary construction of bit which may
be constructed as shown, in which cage it is
a stiff :bit; or the part ¢ may be formed of
leather or other flexible material, to make a
flexible bit. S
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, In bits such as I have shown the covering
¢’ 18 generally made from a blanlk,one end of
which is formed substantially as shown at
Fig. 2, and then fixed upon the piece e by
wrapping its mouth part e! thereabout, as
shown at Figs. 3 and 4, and sewing together
1ts contacting edges. The part ¢ being then
covered with leather, and the cheek guards
e* being on the inner sides of the bit rings €3,
or between said rings and the side cheeks or
jaws of the animal, when the bridle is there-
on, will entirely prevent any metal coming in
contact with the animal’s mouth, and thereby
damagingit, especiallyin cold, frosty weather.
This construction of bit ean be varied from
the construction which I have shown, the es-
sential feature required for the purposes of
my invention being simply that the cheek
guards be mounted on the bit in an ordinary
manner so that one cheek guard e® will be
between each bit ring ¢® and the side cheek
or jaws of the animal when the bridle is on
said animal. The cheek-gnards e? have each
a slot €° which receives a loop ¢ on the adja-
cent lower end of the cheek pieces A of the
bridle. Each of the loops a also receives one
of the bit rings % whereby the cheek guard
and bit ring are held snugly in contact.

The chin strap G, with loops g at its ends,
is of ordinary construction, asis also the nose
band H, one end of which is connected with
each loop g. The lower ends, /, of the over-
draw check rein are also, as shown,connected,
one end thereof with each end of the nose
band, and thereby connected, one end thereof
with each end of the chin strap. In so far
however, as the connection of my improve-
ment with the overdraw check rein is con-
cerned, the nose band may be dispensed with,
and the lower ends [ of the check rein L be
connected, directly, one with each end of the
chin strap by connection with the adjacent
loop g, or otherwise if preferred. To protect
the under portion of the c¢hin of the animal
from abrasion by the chin strap, it may be
covered on its side next the chin by an ordi-
nary padded covering, m, as shown at Fig. 3,
or by apiece of rubber tube, m’, slipped there-
over, as shown at Fig, 5.

‘When a pad m is used, the upper end of a
standing martingale N may be secured there-
to by looping it around the chin strap, and
between it and said strap, asshown at Fig. 3.
‘When the rubber tubing is used, the end of
the standing martingale is connected with

the chin strap by passing the loop on the |

martingale through an aperture m?in said

tube, and around the chin strap, as shown at -

Fig. 5. In either case the loop referred toon
the end of the standing martingale is con-
nected with the chin strap by buckling the
end of the martingale back upon itself, as
shown, whereby it may easily be removed
when so desired. Thelower end of the stand-

ing martingale, not shown, extends fo and is’

suitably connected with the harness girth.
On the outer side of each cheek guard ¢*is
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a loop €% which is located within the bit ring
e® and preferably near the center thereof, and
between said center and the side of the ring
next the end of the mouthpiece of the bit.
As shown at Figs. 2, 3, and 4, the loop €° is
formed of a short strap folded, and its ends
sewed (preferably with a blind seam) to the
inner side of the blank ¢’, at the union of its
parts ¢® and e, and in such position that its
outer or loop end will belocated substantially
as hereinbefore described with reference to
the adjacent bit ring and end of the mouth
piece. The end portions of the chin strap
pass loosely, one end portion through each
loop ¢f, so that said end portions can slide
freely, endlong of themselves, back and forth
in said loops, while being held by the loops,
against Jateral movement, and each in a line
across the adjacent cheek guard and bit ring,
and each in a position in rear of the adjacent
end of the mouth piece of. the bit, when the
bit is in place on the animal, as shown plain-
est at Fig. 1. Preferably each end of the
chin strap passes between the adjacent bit
ring and cheek guard at the lowerside of said
parts, and over or outside of both the bit ring
and cheek guard at the upper side of the bit
ring, as shown at Figs. 1, 8 and 4, so that
while both the bit ring and ‘end part of the
chin strap are held at the lower side of the
bit ring, from contact with the cheeks of the
animal, by the cheek guard, the end portion of
the chin strap at the upperside of the bit ring
is held by both the cheek guard and the bit
ring at such distance from the animal’s face,
where the chin strap and the lower end part
of the check rein pass over the nasal air pas-
sages, that even when there is heavy pulling
on the overdraw check rein, neitheritslower
ends nor the ends of the chin strap will press
upon the nasal air passages and obstruet
them, as is the case especially when an over-
draw check rein is used, and connected in
an ordinary manner with a chin strap. Each
end of the chin strap may be located, as
shown at Fig. 6, over its respective cheek
guard and under the adjacent ring, or each
of its ends may be located exterior to both the
ring and cheek guard, butin all cases throug
the loop €8 ‘
Theloop ¢® may be formed in different ways,
another of which ways I have shown at Fig.
6, in which the part ¢ between two slits ¢? is
made in an evident manner to form a loop €,
but in all different ways that may be used of
forming the loops the essential features of my
improvement in connection especially with
said loops arve: that they be exterior to or on
the outer side of the cheek guard from the
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animal’s cheek, so as to entirely preventany

abrasion of the animal’s cheeks or lips by the
chin straps that they be fixed in position rela-
tively to the mouth piece to prevent lateral
movement of the chin straps; that they be
located in rear of the outer ends of the bit,

| whereby the ends of the chin strap will bere-

tained by the loops in a line across the bit

130




10
: | s
20
25
30
35
40
45

50

519,112

rings, in rear of the ends of the bit,and back.

of the corners of the animal’s mouth, or across

/its cheeks, and being held in a line across

the bit rings can be located inside of the

lower sides of the rings and outside of the’

upper. sides thereof, to prevent the upper
ends of the chin strapsand lower endsof the
nose-band and over-draw chéck rein pressing
upon the nasal air passages of the animal.
By this means horses which have the. bad
habit of throwing up their heads may be re-

strained therefrom and quickly broken there-

of without punishment or damage to their
mouths, and especially without risk of slight
fractures of their lower jaw bones, as often
occurs where the standing martingals is con-
nected in the ordinary manner, by bifurcated
ends, to the driving bit rings.

The end portions of each chin strap, pass-
ing as deseribed, on the inner side of the bit
ring at its lower side, and on the outer side
of the bit ring at the upper side thereof, as
shown at Figs. 1 and 2, will, as is evident,
cause it (the end of the chin strap) to pass
through the bit ring and.theveby introduce
an element of safety, arising from the fact
that should the loop e® break or tear loose,
the chin strap would be held securely by the
bit rings, and also by the cheek guards, which
are connected with the bit rings by the cheek
pieces A of the bridle, and with the mouth
piece also. The standing martingale being
connected with the chin strap, and the ends

of the chin strap connected with the ends of

the nose band, said martingale will act on
the nose band, and without in any way pull-
ing upon the mouth piece of the bridle bit,

.and thus relieve the animal from all punish-

ment or suffering arising from a.standing
martingale connected with the mouth piece
of the bit, and operating directly on the ten-
der part of the animal’s mouth through its

‘connection therewith, _
“The chin strap may be used with the stand-

ing martingale and nose band without the
overdraw check rein; and may also beé used
with the overdraw check rein with or without
the nose band, and without the standing mar-
tingle. ‘ .

The most intelligent handlersof horses are
at this day the strongest advocates of the
most humane methods of handling them, and
of the superior success of such methods with
all classes of horses. " It is belioved. that the

combination of overdraw check rein and bit
herein described, will remove all objections

to the use of the, overdraw check rein and the

.standing martingale, which objections have

arisen from their punishment of the horse as
they were ordinarily applied. ‘

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is— '

1. The combination substantially as here-
inbefore described, with a bridle bit compris-
ing in its structure a mouth piece having bit
rings and cheek guards at its ends, of loops
located exterior.to said cheek guards and in
rear of the ends of said mouth piece, and
fixed in position relatively to the mouth piece

‘and cheek guards, and a chin strap, the ends

of which pass through said loops, have free
endlong movement therethrough, are held
thereby againstlateral movement, and in rear
of, or above the corners of the horse’s mouth,

2. The combination substantially as here-
inbefore described, with a bridle bit compris-
ing in its structure, a mouth piece havingbit
rings atits ends, cheek guards mounted there-
on, and loops fixed to the outer ends of said
mouth piece on the outer side of the cheek
guards and in rearof the adjacentend of the
mouth piece, and a chin strap, the end parts

.of which arelocated exterior to said cheek

guards, and pass under the lower parts of the
bib rings, thence through the loops in which
they Have free endlong movement, and thence
over the upper parts of the bit rings, of an
overdraw check rein, the lower ends of which
are secured to the ends of said chin strap.-
3. The combination substantially as here-
inbefore deseribed, with a bridle bit compris-
ing in its structure, a mouth piece having bit
rings at its ends, cheek guards mounted there-
on, and loops fixed to the outer ends of said
mouth piece outside of the cheek guardsand
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in rear of the adjacent ends of the mouth . '

piece, of a chin strap the end parts of which
are located exterior to said cheek guards and
pass through said loops in which they are free
to slide endlong; of a nosestrap andan over-
draw check rein both connected with the ends

‘of the chin strap, and a standing martingale’

connected at one end with the midlength part
of the chin strap, and at its other end with
any suitable part of the harness. .

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses:

THOMAS D. GORDON.
‘Witnesses:
"~ - H."M, RICHARDS,
- J. C. FAHNESTOCK.
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