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MPROVEMEN IN WACE-KEYS. 

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 

To all who? ?? ??? ???cer?: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM LINDON, of New 

Haven, in the county of New Haven, and State of 
Connecticut, have invented a new Improvement in 
Watch-Keys; and I do hereby declare the following, 
when taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, and the letters of reference marked thereon, 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the same, 
and which said drawings constitute part of this speci 
fication, and represent, in 

Figure 1, a side view, and, in 
Figure 2, a side view, turned one-quarter from the 

position of fig. 1. 
The object of this invention is an attachment to 

a key, whereby the barrel may be closed when not in 
use, to prevent the entralnce of any substance into the 
barrel; and consists in the arrangement of a spring 
or plate upon the outside of the barrel, so as to be 
turned up over and cover the end of the barrel when 
not in use, and which, when turned to one side, un 
covers the barrel for use. 
In order to the clear understanding of my invention, 

I will fully describe the same, as illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings. 
A is the barrel of an ordinary watch-key, upon one 

side of which is pivoted a plate, B, extending up and 
turned over, so as to cover the end of the barrel, as in 
fig. 1. 

It is pivoted to the barrel at a, a convenient dis 
tance from the end of the barrel, so as to be turned 
from the barrel, as in fig. 2, and back over the barrel, 
as in fig, 1. 
To produce a sufficient amount of friction to hold 

the plate B in its position when turned away, I arrange 
an elliptic spring, d, (see fig. 1) between the body of the 
key and the plate B, which presses against the plate 
B with sufficient force to retain it in any position to 
which it lilay be turned. . 
The end of the plate B, which covers the barrel, may 

have upon its under surface a projection or indenta 
tion, so that, when turned over the key, the said pro 
jection will snap into the barrel, and thus hold the 
cover in that position. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
What I claim as new and useful, and desire to se 

cure by Letters Patent, is 
In combination with the key A, the plate B, pivoted 

to the key, and bent so as to cover the barrel, and ar 
ranged thereon so as to be turned to. and from the 
barrel, as and for the purpose specified. 

WILLIAM LINDON. 
Witnesses: 

J. H. SHUMIWAY, 
A. J. TTBBITS. 

  


