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The present invention relates to improvements
in portable bathing devices and particularly to
improvements in infants’ bathtubs and dressing
tables which may be folded for storage.

One of the primary objects of the present in-
vention is to provide improvements in bath-
tubs of the type mentioned which may be firmly
and safely mounted for use on conventional sta-
tionary bathtubs of various types, and which
when folded for storage, require a comparatively
small amount of room.

A further object of the invention is to provide
improvements in infants’ bathtubs of the type
mentioned which are so constructed that when
mounted for use, a woman when standing beside
the tub, can work comfortably in bathing or
dressing the infant.

A further object of the invention is to provide
improvements in infants’ bathtubs of the type
mentioned, which are light and compact yet
rugged and economical to manufacture.

Other objects of the invention will become
apparent from the following specification, the
drawings relating thereto and from the claims
hereinafter set forth.

In the drawings in which like numerals are
used to designate like parts in the several views
throughout:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of an infant’s
pathtub embodying features of the present in-
vention and showing such tub mounted on one
type of stationary bathtub;

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 and showing
the construction of the present invention mount-
ed on another type of stationary bathtub;

Fig. 3 is an end elevational view showing the
opposite end of the structure shown in Fig, 2;

Fig. 4 is a front elevational view of the struc-
ture shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged, broken, end elevational
view of the construction shown in Fig. 2;

Tig. 6 is a fragmentary cross sectional view
taken substantially along the line 6—8& of Fig.
5; and

Fig. 7 is a separated perspective view showing
the extensible arm construction.

The infant’s bathtub of the present invention
is generally indicated at | and is shown in Fig.
1 as mounted on one conventional type of a
stationary tub 2. Such tub 2 has a front wall
terminating in an upper edge 3 and a rear wall
terminating in an upper edge 4 adjacent the
bathroom wall 5. In this type of tub the edge
4 is of sufficient width to serve as a support
“for extensible arms mounted on the infant’s tub
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-rigidly connected together.

2

i so that the infant’s tub may be mounted as
shown in Fig. 1. This will be described in de-
tail hereinafter.

In Fig. 2 the infant’s tub 1 is shown mounted
on another conventional type of stationary tub
6.. Such tub 6 has a front wall terminating in
an upper edge 1, which is the same as the edge
3 in the type shown in Fig. 1; but the upper
edge of the rear wall indicated at 8 is flush with
the bathroom wall 5 so that it cannot be used
to support the infant’s tub. This will be de-
scribed in detail hereinafter.

The construction of the infant’s tub f is such
that it may be adapted for use with any of the
conventional stationary bathroom tubs. The
tub | includes a rectangular, rigid frame hav-
ing front and rear frame members ¢ and end
frame members 10 and ¢! connected thereto.
The frame 10 has the usual flexible, rubberized
fabric tub i2 mounted thereon; and such tub
{2 has a drain opening with a drain hose I3
connected thereto so that the bath water may
be drained directly into the stationary tub on
which it is mounted.

Depending legs i4 and 15 are hingedly con-
nected to the end members 10 and 11 adjacent
the forward edge 9 by means of hinges I6 so
that the legs may fold inwardly of the frame.
Depending legs 17 and 18 are also hingedly con-
nected to the end frame members 10 and I
adjacent the rear frame member so that they
may be folded inwardly of the frame together
with the front legs. Legs 14 and 17 are rigidly
connected together and legs 15 and 18 are also
Legs 1T and i8 have
pivotally connected thereto one end of a fold-
ing brace 18, the opposite end of each folding
brace being pivotally connected to the rear frame
member. The object of the foldable brace (8
is, of course, to hold all of the legs in their
depending position and prevent collapse there-
of. A slidable sleeve 28 may be mounted on one
of the links of the brace (9 and positioned to
slide over the pivot connection between the two
links so as to prevent their accidental collapse.

The legs 14 and IT are connected together by
means of a pair of vertically spaced, rigid cross
members 24 and 22 which provide a track or
guideway 23 therebetween. Such members 21
and 22 are located adjacent the lower ends of legs
{4 and 17 but the under side of member 21 is
spaced upwardly from the ends of the legs.
Similar cross members 24 and 26 rigidly con-
nect the legs 14 and {7, with a space 26 there-
between, adjacent the upper ends of the legs 14
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and 1. The space 26 provides a guide or track-
way similar to trackway 23.

Legs 15 and 18 are similarly connected by
cross members 27 and 28, which correspond in
position to members 21 and 22; and cross mem-
bers 29 and 30 which correspond in position to
cross members 24 and 25. These members form
guides or trackways 3f and 32 which correspond
in position to trackways 23 and 286, respectively.

Each of the lower members 2f and 27 is formed
with a plurality of spaced screw holes 33 in the
under surface thereof and a bracket 34 is fixed
to the under surface of each of the members 21
and 27, by screws or the like. Each of the
brackets 24 has a rubber bumper 35 mounted
on the front verfical face thereof. It will thus
be seen that the brackets 84 are mounted to
the under surfaces of cross members 21 and 2T
3 distance spaced from the inner faces of legs.
{4 and 15 corresponding substantially to the
width of the front wall of the tub. The bumper

89, bracket 24, the rear faces of legs {4 and I3
and those portions of members 2 and 27 be-
tween the brackets and the front legs thus form
hooks or clamps which are adapted to be engaged
over the front wall of the tub and rest on the

" upper edge 3, or 7, thereof as shown in Figs.
1, 2, and 5. One substantial support for the
tub [ is thereby provided, and the legs are of

such a length that the working surface of the
tub 1 is a convenient height above the floor.

It is pointed out that the construction is pref-
erably such that the front side of the top frame
substantially overhangs the front legs so that
there is a comfortable working space between
the front of the infant’s tub and the front wall
of the stationary tub.

In order to securely mount the infant’s tub
I on the stationary tub, extensible arms are pro-
vided which may be used either with the type of
stationary tub shown in Fig. 1, or the type shown
in Fig. 2. Referring to the type shown in Figs.
2 and 5, extensible arms 36 and 37 are provided,
one adapted to be slidably or extensively mounted
to each end of the tub {. Each of the arms 36
or 37 has a block 38 fixed, such as by nailing and
gluing, to the inner face thereof and adjacent
the inner end thereof. The blocks 38 are
adapted to be received within the guidways 26

and 32, in this illustration, so that the upper :

and lower surfaces of the block may bear against
the sides of the trackway. A washer 38, wider
than the trackway is fixed to the inside face of
"block 38 such as by a screw 40. A resilient, U-

shaped clamp 41, which is preferably formed of :

a sheet metal stamping, is mounted on each of
. legs IT and 18 adjacent the ends of trackways
26 and 32 so that the arms 36 and 37 are slidably
received ‘therein, as best shown in Fig. 6. Each
clamp 41 may be mounted to the legs 17 and 18 by

through and which has a thumb nut 43 thread-
-ably received on the outer end thereof and bears
-agalnst the adjacent face of the clamp 41, The

lower leg of the clamp 4{ is preferably shorter 6

than the upper leg and it will thus be seen that by
tightening the thumb nuts 43 the clamps are
drawn tightly against the arms 36 and 37 to clamp
them against their adjacent legs and to hold them
in their proper positions, The innerends of arms

86 and 37 have resilient bumpers 44 ‘mounted -

thereon; and, with the ‘tub mounted as shown
in-Fig. 2, the arms 36 and 371 are extended to
the position shown in Fig. 2 so that the bumpers

44 abuts against the wall 5, The arms are held
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in this position by the clamps 41 and it will thus
be seen that the tub { is held against tipping
and is safely and rigidly held in its proper position
on the stationary bathroom tub.

When the tub 1 is to be mounted on a stationary
bathroom tub of the type shown in ¥ig. 1, the
clamps 41 together with the thumb screw mount-
ings. therefor are. positioned on legs {7 and (8
adjacent trackways 23 and 21, as indicated by the
broken line 45 in Fig. 5. The arms 26 and 37 are
slidably disposed within trackways 23 and 31, re-
spectively, and are mounted therein simiiar to
the mounting in the upper trackways described
above. A depending, resilient bumper 43 is fixed
to the under side of each of the arms 35 and 37,
and such bumpers 45 are adapted to rest upon
the edge 4 as shown in Fig. 1.

In all of the embodiments above described, it
will thus be seen that the front side of the tub |
is firmly supported on the front wali of the sta-
tionary tub and the tub is firmiy held in such po-
sition at both ends thereof by the arms 36 and
37, either located in the upper trackways as shown

. In Fig. 2 or in the lower trackways as shown in

Fig, 1.

In the embodiment of infant’s tub here shown,
& removable, dressing table 47 is pivotally mount-
ed to the top frame. Such table includes g rec-
tangular frame having a canvas, or the like,
sheet stretched thereover and secured thereto to
provide a dressing table for the infant. The top
47 is pivotally connected to the top frame adja-
cent the rear side by short links 48 and long links
£8 so that it may be raised, as shown by broken
lines to an out-of-the-way position. h

It will be evident from the above description
that when not in use, the legs of the tub may be
folded inwardly so that the tube presents a com-

49 pact and relatively small article which can bhe

Ly 17 and y .60
means of a carriage bolt 42 which extends there- -
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stored conveniently.

Formal changes may be made in the specific
embodiment of the invention disciosed, without
departing from the substance of the invention,
the scope of which is commensurate with the ap-
pended claims. '

What is claimed is:

1. In an infant’s bathing device, a rigid rec-
tangular frame having front and rear sides and a
flexible bath tub mounted thereon, leg structure
for supporting said frame including depending
legs located adjacent the corners of the frame and
adapted to support said device on a floor, hinge
means connecting said leg structure to said frame
for folding inwardily thereof, laterally exteusible
members, vertically spaced rigid members inter-
connecting thé front and rear legs at each end
of the frame, and providing  vertically spaced
guideways for said extensible members, s bracket
member secured to. the lowermost of each of said
rigid members adjacent the front legs of said leg
structure so as to form with each of said rigid
mnemiers an abutment constructed to engage over
the upper edge and the inside face of the front
-wall of a stationary hath tub, said laterally ex-
tensible members being’ selectively and movably
positioned in one of said vertically spaced guide-
ways at each ‘end of said device and adapted to be
‘éx_tended, beyond the rear side of said frame for
selective . engagement with a member fixed with
-respect to the bath tub or the rear wall of said
bath tub, and means to hold said lateraily ex-
tensible members in a pre-determined extended
bosition ‘whereby the bathing device may be
either supported on flooring or supported on ‘a
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stationary bath tub without danger of coilapsing
or tipping in either position.

2. In an infant’s bathing device, a rectangular
frame having front and rear sides, a suppest for
said frame including depending legs located ad-
jacent the corners of said frame and adapted fo
support said device on a floor, laterally extensible
members, g rigid member inter-connecting the
front and rear legs at each end of the frame and
providing a latérally extending guideway for each
of said éxtensible members, a depending bracket
member adjustably secured to the under side of
each of said rigid members adjacent the front
légs of said support to form with each of said
rigid members abutments constructed to engage
over the upper edge and the inside face of the
front wall of a stationary bath tuk, means mov-
ably connecting said laterally exiensible mem-
bers in said guideways so that said extensible

members may be extended beyond the rear side ¢

of said frame for engagement with a member
fixed with respect to the bath tub or the back
wall of the bath tub, and a clamping device for
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é
hoiding said members in a pre-determined ex-
tended position relative to said frame support,
whereby said bathing device may be selectively
sef on a floor or on a stationary bath tub without
fear of tipping or collapsing in either position.
EARLE E, MERRETT.
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