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PATENT OFFICE.

LEONARD W. LANGFORD AND HARRY EDGAR BAKER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

SECTIONAL ROLL-TOP DESK.,

Application filed December 10, 1926: - Serial No. 153,930,

“This invention relates to sectional desks ot
general type disclosed in our co-pending ap-
plication Serial #1538,981, filed Dec. 10, 1926,
and Serial #153,932, filed Dec. 10, 1926, As

stated in those applications, the two main-

functions served by a desk are to provide a
work-table and to provide filing space for
papers and various data and articles. The
mvention herein and in those applications
comprises a sectional desk made up of a work-
table and a filing cabinet or cabinets as inde-

pendent units and means cooperating there-

with to readily and detachably combine these
units into a single desk unit. The advantages
gained by such construction are numerous.

Among those advantages may be men-
tioned the following: The déeskcanbequickly
disassembled for moving. The table and -
ing cases can be bought at different times and
assembled into desk form any time at a later
date. The independent filing cases may be
made in various forms all adapted to com-
bine with any table, thus providing great
flexibility in character and adaptability to
every business need. The independent filing
cases readily permit of vertical filing which
Is far superior to the usual horizontal filing
.n desk drawers. The cost of manufacture,
considering the advantages obtained, is less
than when the desks are made in one piece.

Our invention herein' relates more espe-
cially to roll-top desks and it is the primary
object of the invention to construct a roli-
top desk having the general characteristics
and embodying the various novel improve-
ments of the sectional desks disclosed in our
said co-pending applications. o

In the accompanying drawings we have
illustrated one specific embodiment of our
invention, but it will be understood that the
invention can be otherwise embodied and
that the drawings are not to be construed
as defining or limiting the scope of the in-
vention, the elaims appended hereto being re-
lied upon for that purpose.. D

Referring to the figures of the drawings: -

Fig. 1is a plan view of a desk embodying
our present invention, the filing cabinets
thereof being shown in horizontal section.
~ Fig..2 is an elevation thereof,

Fig. 31is a perspective view of the desk with
the filing cabinets omitted. ‘

Fig. 4is an end view of the desk.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary detail

view showing the pivotal connection between
the table and filing cabinet. :
Fig. 6 is a sectional view showing one of
the operating screws. ;
- Fig. Tis a fragmentary plan view showing
the connection between.the table and filing
cabinet. TR ‘
. As in our aforementioned co-pending ap-
plications, our improved desk herein com-
prises the combining of a table with one or
more filing cabinets in 2 manner forming the
sameé into a unit desk. While the desks illus-
trated in siich applications are of the plain
flat-top type, it is of course understood that
the invention is not considered as being so
limited but may with equal Tfacility include
other types, such as roll-top desks. The pur-
pose of this application is particularly to
disclose one illustration of our invention. as
embodied in'a desk of the roll-top type.
~_The table of our improved desk is most
clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 and, except for
cértain modifications now to be described,
may be of*well known construction. This
table unit comprises a top 1 supported by legs
2 detachably connected to the top by brackets
8. The desk may be provided with a filing
cabinet 4 at one or both ends of the table. As
described in our said co-pending applications,
these cabinets are detachably secured to the
desk in such & manner that the same can be
easily ‘assembled, disassembled and reas-
sembled to form any combination desired, it
being understood that filing cabinets of va-
ried forms and having varying characteristics
can be provided for the purpose of making
the desk conform to the particular require-
ments of the user. ‘
. As illustrated in ‘the drawings, the cabi-
nets are preferably pivotally connected to the
corners of the table at § and preferably the
cabinets and table are so constructed that the
table ends extend into horizontal openings
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6 in the cabinets between a pair of falt pads

{0, as in application No. 153,982, In this con-

struction the table ends are preferably ex-
tended at 8, these ends projecting into open-
ings 6 in a manner to be supported therein.
When the desk is in use, the cabinets 4 are
preferably in the angular position shown in
Fig. 1, wherein they are inclined slightly to-
ward the occupant’s position at the desk and
whereby the occupant has a more convenient

access to the drawers 9.
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Beneath the rear side of the desk is a hous-
ing 10 within which is rotatably mounted a
roll 11 having one end of the flexible table
cover 12 connected thereto. A lifting handle
18 is provided on the free end of the cover.
As a guiding track for the ends of the cover
12 we have shown a pair of U-shaped channel
bars 14 at each end of the table. The front
end of each such bar is pivoted at 5 and the
rear end is extended downwardly at 15 and
connected to one arm 16 of a lever pivoted at
17. The inner arms 18 of the levers are con-
nected by a pin and slot at 19.

One of the levers 16—18 has an arm 20
connected at 21 to a lever 22 pivoted at 23
beneath the table-top 1. Movement of the
lever 22 in one direction operates to pivot
the bars 14 to their inner and operative po-
sition over the table ends (Fig. 3) and move-
ment thereof in the other direction operates
to pivot the bars to their outer position
against the cabinets 4. A spring detent 24 is
provided for holding the levers in these two
positions. '

The members 14 may comprise only the
U-shaped channel bars or, if desired, plain
end-closing pieces 25 may be secured to these
bars. In either case however it is desirable
that the ends of the cover 12, in its desk-clos-
ing position, should be securely closed to pre-
vent any tampering. This object is accom-
plished by pivoting the cabinets inwardl
against these ends when the desk is closed.

Secured to each cabinet 4 by a joint 26 is a
threaded rod 27 and each of these rods is in
threaded engagement with a nut 28 within
the roll 11.  The arrangement is such that
the cases are automatically pivoted out-
wardly as the cover is wound onto the roll
when opening the desk and are automatically
pivoted inwardly to a position against the
end members 14 as the cover is unwound from
the roll when closing the desk. Springs 29

may be provided for aiding in rotating the °

roll in a winding-up direction.

It is believed that the construction and
operation of the invention will be clear from
the above description. The desk is shown in
its open position in Figs. 1 and 2. To close
the desk, the lever 22 is grasped and swung
in a direction moving the guide bars 14 in-
wardly to the position shown in Fig. 3. In
such position the ends of the channels 30 are
directly in line with the ends of the cover 12
whereby the cover is received and guided
thereby. As the operator closes the cover
over the table, the rotation of the roll 11 and
nuts 28 draws the cabinets inwardly. When
the cover is in this fully table-closed posi-
tion, the cabinets have been brought to a po-
sition contacting with the members 14 where-
by the ends of the table-cover are fully
closed.. When the cover is locked at 31 none
of the parts can be moved until the cover
is released and moved to its open position.

1,700,201

To open the desk for use it is only necessary
to move the cover back and swing the lever 22.

Having described our invention, what we
claim is:

1. A sectional roll-top desk comprising the
combination of a table, a vertically-extending
self-supporting file case pivoted to one end
of the table, a roll at the rear of the table,
a flexible cover for the table connected to and
adapted to wind upon the roll, means operated
by the roll for pivoting the case outwardly
as the cover is wound onto the roll and for
pivoting the case inwardly as the cover is un-
wound from the roll, the case in its inwardly
pivoted positions being directly adjacent one
end of the cover, and means acting as a clo-
sure for the other end of the cover.

2. A sectional roll-top desk comprising the
combination of a table, a pair of vertically-
extending self-supporting file cases respec-
tively pivoted to the ends of the table, a roll
at the rear of the table, a flexible cover for
the table connected to and adapted to wind up
on the roll and means operated by the roll
for pivoting the cases outwardly as the cover
is wound onto the roll and for pivoting the
cases inwardly adjacent the ends of the cover
as the cover is unwound from the roll.

3. A sectional roll-top desk comprising the
combination of a table, a vertically-extending
self-supporting file case pivoted to one end
of the table, the side of the case adjacent the
table having an elongated horizontally-ex-
tending opening receiving the table end there-
in, a roll at the rear of the table, a flexible
cover for the table connected to and adapted
to wind up on the roll, the case in its inward
position being directly adjacent one end of the

cover, and means acting as a closure for the'

other end of the cover, the table end extend-
ing into the said opening sufficiently to re-
main supported therein when the case is
pivoted to its outermost position.

4. A sectional roll-top desk comprising the
combination of atable, a vertically-extending
self-supporting file case secured to one end of
the table, a roll at the rear of the table, a
flexible cover for the table connected to and
adapted to wind up on the roll, a member
mounted on the other end of the table and
serving as a track support to that end of the
cover In its movement over the table, and
means for moving the member away from its
normal operative position when the cover
has been wound onto the roll, the file case
acting as an end wall closure to the cover in
its table covering position.

5. A sectional roll-top desk comprising the
combination of a table, a pair of vertically-
extending self-supporting file cases respec-
tively secured to the ends of the table and at
an angle thereto wherein they are inclined
toward the occupant’s position at the desk,
a roll at the rear of the table, a flexible cover
for the table connected to and adapted to wind
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up on the roll, a pair of members respectively
pivoted to the table ends and serving as
track supports to the ends of the cover in
its movement over the table, and means for
pivoting‘the members away from their nor-
mal operative position to a position against
the sides of the cases, the file cases acting as
end wall closures to the cover in its table
covering position.

6. A sectional roll-top desk comprising the
combination of a table, a pair of vertically-
extending self-supporting file cases respec-
tively pivoted to the ends of the table, a roll
at the rear of the table, a flexible cover for
the table connected to and adapted to wind up
on the roll, a pair of members respectively at
the ends of the table and serving as track
supports to the ends of the cover in its move-
ment over the table, means operated by the
roll for pivoting the cases outwardly as the
cover is wound onto the roll and for pivot-
ing the cases inwardly adjacent the said mem-
bers as the cover is unwound from the roll,

3

and means for moving the members away
from their normal operative position when
the cover has been wound onto the roll.

7. A sectional roll-top desk comprising the
combination of a table, a pair of vertically-
extending self-supporting file cases, respec-
tively pivoted to the ends of the table, a roll
at the rear of the table, a flexible cover for
the table connected to and adapted to wind
up on the roll, a pair of members respectively
at the ends of the table and serving as track
supports to the ends of the cover in its move-
ment over the table, and nut and screw means
forming a connection between the roll and
cases and operating to pivot the cases out-
wardly as the cover 1s wound onto the roll and
for pivoting the cases inwardly adjacent the
said members as the cover is unwound from
the roll.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures.
LEONARD W. LANGFORD.
HARRY EDGAR BAKER.
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