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1

This invention relates to containers for pack-
- aging items of merchandise for sales purposes.

An open tray or pedestal having upwardly and
inwardly sloping peripheral walls, presenting, in
effect, ornamental facets, serves most effectively
as a receptacle for an item of mechandise to set
such item apart from others surrounding it on
display. Thus the item more readily attracts
the attention of, and may beiter be seen by,
potential purchasers, which, of course, greatly en-
hance its competitive saleability.

However, to serve also as a protective container
in whieh the merchandise may safely be shipped,
first to the dealer and then to the purchaser, or
in which it may be safely carried away by the
latter, such an ornamental, open receptacle must
be provided with a suitable and secure cover.

Furthermore, it is often desirable, for purposes
of better d.splay and fuller visual examination of
the merchandise, that the receptacle be rather
shallow in relation to the height or thickness of
the merchandise. In such case, the cover must
have a greater depth than the receptacle, and
must find a secure seating upon the latter despite
the inwardly sloping walls thereof which afford
no frictional gripping area. The seating must be
accomplished in such manner that the receptacle
cannot telescope upwardly into the cover, con-
sidering the latter’s greater depth and overall
protective size.

Pursuant to the present invention, a receptacle
of the character described is combined with a
cover arranged to both grip certain bottom edges
of the receptacle and to abut against sloping facet

walls thereof. In this way, an effective merchan-~ -

dise container for display purposes is provided,
the depth of whose cover part may be greater
than the height of the receptacle part without
danger of undesirable telescoping of the receptacle
within the cover.

A container of this type is most effective for
display and for visual examination of its contents
when the cover is made of transparent material.
‘When so made, the cover need not be removed
from the receptacle for such purposes, but may
remain securely in place thereon, and, thus, may
advantageously serve the further purposes of pro-
tect.ng both the receptacle and its contents from
dust and of discouraging destructive handling of
the contents.

Principal objects of the invention, therefore,
are:

To provide an improved display type of con-
tainer for the packaging of merchandise;

. To provide the same economically and in a
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manner insuring adequate protection for the mer-
chandise;

To enable the advantageous use of a transparent
material for the cover part of the contaner, so
the merchandise may be displayed and visually
examined without opening the container;

To provide a construction whereby a decorative
tray or pedestal having upwardly and inwardly
sloping exterior side walls and serving as a re-
ceptacle for merchandise, may satisfactorily util-
ize a cover of greater depth than the height of
such tray or pedestal;

To provide a novel form of display container
which is attractive and pleasing in appearance,
and yet capable of use as a protective package for
merchandise from the point of manufacture to
the point of sale.

In accordance with the invention, cerfain side
wall port.ons of the cover part of the container
are arranged to clasp the bottom edge of the re-
ceptacle part to effect a tight securement. Other

ide wall portions are arranged to seat against
the exterior facet wall slope of the receptacle part
for the purpose of positively determining the
pocitions of the two parts.

Preferred embodiments are rectangular in
shape, and have one set of opposing walls ar-
ranged to snap over and clasp the bottom edges
of corresponding walls of the receptacle part and
a second set of opposing walls arranged to seat
against the facet slopes of corresponding walls
of the receptacle part. In such embodiments the
cover part is completely separable from the re-
ceptacle part, the clasping and latching action of
the one set of cover side walls providing the neces-
sary securement of cover part and receptacle part
in the closed position.

In other embodiments, hinged attachment of
the cover part to the receptacle part may take the
place of one of the special wall-to-wall arrange-
ments of either of the aforementioned sets.

Other objects and features of the invention will
be apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion of the several preferred specific embodiments
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, it being
understood that such specific forms merely ex-
emplify the possibilities inherent in the inventive
concepts here set forth.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 represents, in perspective, one preferred
form of merchandise container pursuant to the
invention;

Pig. 2, a fragmentary elevation of one of the
longitudinal sides of the container;

Fig. 3, an end elevation; ’
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Fig. 4, an enlarged fragmentary sectioii taken
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1;

Pig. 5, an enlarged fragmentary section taken
on the line 5—5 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 6, a perspective view of the cover part
separated from the tray part, the view being
drawn to a reduced scale;

Fig. 7, a perspective view of another embodi-
ment of the invention wherein the cover is hinged
to the tray part along one longitudinal edge there-
of;

PFig. 8, a perspective view of an embodiment es-
sentially smilar to that of Figs. 1 through. 6, but
showing how different cover shapes and different
base shapes may be employed;

Fig. 9, an end elevation of the embodiment of
Fig. 8;

Fig. 10, a perspective view of another form of
the invention wherein the longitudinal side walls
of the cover are arranged for clasping, and the
end walls for.abutment seating;

Fig. 11, a longitudinal side elevation of the em-’
bodiment of Fig. 10; :

Pig. 12, an end elevation thereof; and

Fig. 13, a fragmentary perspective view of an
end portion of another embodiment of the inven-
tion showing how sheet transparent plastic ma-
terial, such as a cellulose acetate, may be ad-
vantageously utilized in.the formation of the
cover, o '

Referring now to the drawings: the receptacie
part of the embodiment of Figs. 1 to 6 is here
illustrated in the form of a display tray {8 made

up from a suitable cut and scored blank of fold-.

ing paper box board in accordance with the dis-
closure of my co-pending application for U. 3.
Patent, Serial No. 708,950, filed November 9, 19486,
entitled Display Container, now Patent No. 2,522,-
325, dated September 12, 1950. As such, the
mérchandise display. tray 10 comprises opposite,

longitudinal side walls 11 and opposite end walls
{2 of hollow triangular formation, presenting up-.
wardly and inwardly sloping outer wall faces 1la.
and {2a, respectively, which, in effect, provide a.

faceted exterior for the tray.

Because  of the sloping exterior facets, the
merchandise display tray 10 presents no friction
mating surfaces for a usual type cover. 1
prior to this invention, a cover having . a depth

greater than the depth of the tray.could not be.

used.
Pursuant to the invention, however, a cover I3,

which may be and advantageously is formed of

rigid or semi-rigid transparent material, as illus-
trated, and which may have a depth greater than
the depth of the tray 19, is provided for mating
with the tray to produce a. pleasing and orna-
mental package combination. In the particular
illustrated embodiment, the. container, made up

of the tray 10 and cooperating cover 13, is of

rectangular configuration. A variety of other
configurations may be: employed, however, in
keeping with. the objects and features of thls
invention,

The cover i3 is prov1ded with opposite longl-
tudinal side walls {4 and.opposite end walls 15;
and is, in this instance, narrower than the display
tray 198 -over which it fits. The longitudinal side
walls {4 thereof are arranged to abut and seat
along their lower edges against the sloping-exte-
rior faces 1lg of the respective side walls [ of
the tray, intermediate the bottom and top. there~
of. The cover (3 is, as here illustrated; diraen-
sioned in length to fit snugly. over the. complete

length of the tray 10, and the end-walls {5 thereof

are deeper than are the longitudinal side ‘walls

Thus,
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18, s6 4s to extend below the tray when the side
walls 14 seat against the sloping wall facets.
Such deeper end walls 15 of the cover (3 have
their edges turned back inwardly upon them-
selves to provide latching beads 15a, which, due
to the inherent resiliency of the material of the
cover, snap over the bottom edges of the end
walls 12 of the tray and supply feet for the sup-
port of the entire container combination, Thus,
the end walls 15 of the cover part of the con-
tainer clasp the bottom edge of the tray or re-
ceptacle part and effect a tight securement of
cover, part to receptacle part.

When- so positioned with respect to the mer-
chandise display tray {8, the cover 13 effectively
protects . the contents thereof by reason of the
overlapping end walls {6 and the abutting side
walls 14. The beads (3¢ along the lower edges
of the cover end walls 15 retain the cover tighfly
in place during both shipment and display. Be-
cauge the longitudinal side walls. {4 abul against
the. exterior facet faces of the longitudinal side
walls 1§ of the tray as position determinants, the
depth to which the tray can be pushed. inside
the cover i3 is. positively limited. Accordingly,
the cover 13 may be made of any depth relative
to the depth or height of the tray, which is. a
decided advantage for many. display. purpesss
where the packaged merchandise extends above
the top of the tray and must not be contacted
by the cover itself.

The embodiment of Fig. 7 differs from that
previously described in that the cover part.28 is
hinged to the tray receptacle part 2{ along one
bottom longitudinal edge in any suitable man-.
ner as, for example, by means of pintles 22 pene-
trating the walls of the tray, The other longi-
tudinal wall 23 of the cover part 20 is deeper than
that which is hingedly secured. to the tray, and.
hag the bottom edge turned back inwardly upon
itself to provide a latching bead 23a_for clasping,
engagement of the corresponding botiom edse
2{q of the tray when the container is closed, The.
mutually opposite end walls 25 of the cover pair
20 are not so deep as is the longitudinal wall 23
thereof, and abut and seat against the exterior
sloping facets of corresponding end walls 28 of
the tray. part as position determinants, when.
the container is closed.

In the embodiment of Figs. 8 and 9, the recep-
tacle part 30 is of pedestal, rather than tray,
formation. The details of its construction are of.
no moment so far as the present invention is con-
cerned except for the provision of inwardly and
upwardly sloping exterior facets, peripherally
about the base thersof. As.illustrated, the base
30¢ of the pedestal possesses exterior longitudinal
side wall facets.30b and end wall facets 80¢.

The cover part 31 is essentially similar to that
of the first embodiment, having end walls 32
which are deeper than are the 10ng1tud1na1 side
walls 33, and which are 1nward1y turned at their
bottom edges to provide latching beads 32a. As
in the case of the first embodiment, the longitu-
dinal side walls 33 of the cover part abut and
seat agamst correspondmg facet slopes of the re-
ceptacle part, which are ‘here the facet slopes
30D of the base 30¢ of the pedestal.

The arcuate shape of the cover part 31 of this
embodiment indicates the variety of ornamental
forms that the cover part of the container of
the invention may assume, as, similarly, the:for-
mation of the pedestal 38 indicates the variety of-
forms that the receptacle part of the container
of the invention may assume.

Another form of -the invention is illustrated-in




2,578,708

5

Figs. 10, 11 and 12. The receptacle part here con-
sists merely of a peripherally faceted base pedes~
tal 45 adapted to receive merchandise on its flat
pedestal surface 46, such pedestal being further
indicative of the variations in type of ornamental
receptacle which may be utilized in accordance
with the invention. In this instance, the cover
part 47 has longitudinal side walls 48 which are
deeper than end walls 49, the bottom edges there-~
of being inwardly turned to form the latching
beads 48a. Thus, the latching beads 48a snap
over the bottom edges of respective longitudinal
side walls 45a¢ of the pedestal 45, while the bot-
tom edges of the cover end walls 46 abut and
seat against the end wall facet slopes 45b of
the pedestal.

Asg illustrated, it is often desirable to bead the
bottom edges of the abutting walls, for example
by turning such bottom edges outwardly, as at
4%a.

In some instances, it might be desired to
hingedly secure the bottom edge of one of the
end walls 49 of the cover part of this embodi-
ment to the receptacle part 45. This may be
done in any convenient manner, as, for example,
in the manner shown in Fig. 7.

In all embodiments of the invention it is pre-
ferred that the cover part be formed of trans-
parent material for the purpose of enhancing the
decorative quality of the container and display-
ing the contained merchandise. Whether made
of such material or of other appropriate mate-
rial having the required flexible resiliency, such
as paper box board, certain types of wood, metal,
etc., it has been found that the inherent flex-
ibility and resiliency of the material causes the
deep, beaded walls of the cover part to clasp the
bottom edge of the receptacle part in a snug and
secure manner, providing an ornamental and
unique protective package for various items of
merchandise. Furthermore, the depending bead-
ed portions of the cover part, which clasp bot-
tom edges of the receptacle part, provide feet for
supporting the container as a whole.

The foregoing embodiments exemplify cover
parts made up either from sheet materials prop-
erly cut and shaped and adhesively joined at
abutting edges, or by molding techniques where
suitable plastic materials are employed. In in-
stances where the covers are molded directly to
form, the beads are advantageously solid, being
provided by edge portions suitably thickened.

The embodiment of Fig. 13 illustrates an ad-
vantageous manner of constructing the cover
part where foldable sheet material, especially a
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plastic, such as a transparent cellulose acetate, -

is utilized. The sheet material is cut to form
8 suitable blank for folding. As illustrated, se-
curement flaps 50 extend at opposite ends of
respective longitudinal side wall panels 51, and
fold against the outside surfaces of respective
end wall panels 52, being secured thereto by
means of g suitable adhesive. Both the side wall
panels B4 and the end wall panels 52 fold inte-
grally from appropriate defining margins of a top
wall panel 53.

It is advantageous that the beads 5ia, formed
by outwardly turning the lower edge portions of
the respective side wall portions 51, also compre-
hend the lower edges of the respective secure-
ment flaps 50, as at 50a, for the purpose of rein-
forcing the corners of the cover and preventing
tearing along the corner folds thereof.

In this instance, both the length and the width
of the cover are of less dimension than the
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length and the width, respectively, of the recep-
tacle 54. This means that not only the longitu-
dinal beads 5la of the cover abut against and
seat upon the corresponding longitudinal wall
facets 54a of the receptacle 54, but the cover flap
beads 50a substantially seat upon the correspond-
ing end wall facets 54b of the receptacle 54.
Thus, the lower flexible portions 52a¢ of the re-
spective end wall panels 52 are bowed outwardly
from the flap beads 50¢, so as to intimately hug
the lower portions of the receptacle wall facets
54b, the clasping or latching beads 52b of the
cover end walls 52 functioning as in the other
embodiments, but with an added grip due to the
tensioning of the respective cover end wall por-
tions 52a. This feature, it should be noted, may
be incorporated in the previously described em-
bodiments of the invention if desired.

Whereas this invention is here illustrated and
described with respect to certain preferred spe-
cific forms thereof, it should be understood that
various changes may be made in said forms and
that various other forms may be produced on
the basis of the teachings hereof by those skilled
in the art without departing from the scope of
the following claims.

I claim:

1. A container for merchandise, comprising a
receptacle part having upwardly and inwardly
sloping exterior side walls which define orna-
mental facets; and a cover part fitting over said
receptacle part and engaging the same, said
cover part having at least one side wall member
whose lower margin is formed as a resilient clip
for snapping over and engaging a correspond-
ing bottom edge of the receptacle part as a lateh,
and having, further, a pair of oppositely disposed
side wall members which are disposed at a rela-
tively steeper angle than the corresponding slop-
ing exterior side walls of said receptacle part and
are spaced inwardly from the bottom edges there-
of, and which are shorter than the said at least
one side wall member, so that their bottoms abut
and seat against corresponding facets of said re-
ceptacle part, intermediate the slope of said facets,
thereby determining the position of said cover
part with respect to said receptacle part.

2. The combination recited in claim 1, wherein
the cover part is fabricated from sheet plastic
material, and the latching wall member has its
bottom edge turned inwardly to form the base
of the resilient clip.

3. The combinatioh recited in claim 2, wherein
the pair of abutting and seating wall members
have their bottom edges turned outwardly as re-
spective longitudinal feet seating upon said re-
ceptacle part.

4. The combination recited in claim 3, wherein
the abutting and seating wall members have re-
spective flap extensions which are folded over
against the outside surface of the latching wall
member and are adhesively secured thereto, and
wherein the turned bottom edges of said abutting
and seafing wall members continue along the
bottom edges of said flap extensions.

5, The combination recited in claim 4, wherein
both the breadth and the length of the cover
part are somewhat less than the breadth and the
length of the receptacle part, so that both the
abutting and seating wall members and the latch-
ing wall member seat against their correspond-
ing receptacle wall members intermediate the
outer facet slopes thereof.

6. A container for merchandise, comprising a
receptacle part having upwardly and inwardly
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sloping exterior side: walls. wliich: define ornar
mental facets; and @ cover purd fitfing over said
receptacle part and engaging the same, said cover
part including two opposing:side walls whose: re=-
spective lower margins are formed as resilient
clips. for snapping. over and engaging: respective
corresponding bottom edges of the receptacie part
as a latch, and two opposing: side walls which:are
less deep respectively than.the first named: side
walls and are dispesed at a relatively steeper
angle than the corresponding. sloping: exterior
side walls of said receptacle part and are spaced
inwardly from- the: bottom edges thereof, so: that
they abubt: and seat against said corresponding
sloping exterior side walls, intermediate the. facet
faces thereof, determining placement of the cover
part relative to the said receptacle part.

7. The combination recited in claim.6; wherein
the-cover part is made up from a.foldable sheet
plastic material, the opposing side wails thereef:
of less- depth are provided with: respective .se-
curement flaps extending from: opposite ends
thereof and folded over and secured against the
outer faces of adjacent side walls-of said cover
part, and: said opposing. side walls: and secure-
ment flaps have their bottom:edges turned up-
wardly, the said upwardly turned bottom edges
extending integrally through the lengths of the
respective side walls and their said flap exten-
sions to reinforce the corners of said cover part
against tearing.

8. A box-type cover of sheet plastic material
for use with a receptacle having peripheral side
walls whose exterior faces slope upwardly and
inwardly to define ornamental facets, said cover
comprising at least one side wall member whose
lower margin is formed as a. resilient clip for
snapping over and engaging a corresponding bot-
tom edge of the receptacle part as a latch; and
at least one intersecting side wall member which
is less deep than the said latching side wall mem-

ber, so that it is adapted to abut and seat against.
a corresponding facet of said receptacle part

intermediate the slope thereof, the: said inter-
secting side wall member terminating in a flap
which is folded against the outer face of the

other said side wall member and is secured there-

to, said intersecting side wall. member having-its

bottom edge beaded throughout its. length, in-

cluding said flap.

9. A container for merchandise, comprising. a
receptacle part having upwardly and inwardly
sloping exterior side walls which define- orna-
mental facets; and a cover part fitting over-said
receptacle part and engaging the.same, said:cover
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part:including two opposing. side: walls whose té~
spective: lower margins are formed as resilient
clips: for snapping over and. engaging respective
corresponding bottom edges-of the receptacle part
as-a.latch, and two substantially vertical opposing
side: walls which: are: less: deep respectively than
the first. named side: walls, and whose spacing
across. the receptacle part is less than the spac=
ing arross the receptacle part of the bottom edges
of the: corresponding opposing side walls of: said
receptacle part, so-that the bottom edges thereof
abnt and. seat against the exterior facet faces of
said side walls of the receptacle part intermedi~
gte: the slopes. thereof, determining placement of
the cover. part relative to:the. said receptacle part.

10. A container for merchandise, comprising. a
receptacle: part having upwardly and inwardly
sloping: exterior side: walls: which define orna~
mental facets; and:a cover part fitting over said

. receptacle part and engaging the same, said cover

part having at least one side wall:member whose
lower margin is formed: as a resilient clip: for
snapping over and-engaging a corresponding bot-
tom . edge of the receptacle part as a latch, and
having, further; at. least one side wall member
which is disposed at a relatively steeper angle
than the-corresponding sloping: exterior side wall
of: said receptacle part and: is spaced inwardly
from: the bottom: edge: thereof, and which is
shorter than:the said at least one side wall mem-
ber, so.that its bottom abuts and:seats against
a. corresponding facet of said receptacie  part,
intermediate the slope of said:facet, thereby de~
termining the pesition of said cover part with
respect to said:receptacle part.
: MARSHALL I. WILLIJAMSON.
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