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It is an object of this inwention to proWide a, 
| nowel and inexpensive, prefabricated picket fence 
which is adapted to be erected quickly and easily, 
requiring the use of a minimum number of fas 
terming members in Situ. ''; 
A particular object is to prowide a, Wooden femce 

hawing prefabricated SectionS So constructed that 
they may be Shipped in compact form and hawing 
picketS and rails piwotally connected together, the 
m'aits being adapted to be connected at variouS 
angles to the postS So that the fence conforms to 
irregularly sloping ground and presents an unuS 
ually raeat appearance. 
The imwention will be best understood by refer 

erace to the accompanying drawing in which: 
Figure 1 is a, perspective WieW showing a, fence 

embodying my inWention; 
Fig. 2 is a, fragmentary front eleWation showing 

a gate and portions of adjacent; Sections connected 
íO postS according to the present imWeration and · 
with the rails iraclined to conform to Sloping 
ground; 

Fig. 8 is an eleWation showing one of the Sec 
tions in collapsed position for shipping in com 
pact form, and 

Fig., 4 is an upper end WieW of one of the postS. 
My improWed fence comprises postS B, 6 and T, 

main collapsible Sections indicated generally by 
the raumeral 8 ?had a gate adapted to be mounted 
between two of the posts f. Each of the sections 
8 has a, rrmultiplicity of spaced, parallel pickets 0 
COhinected to a, pair of Spaced, parallel rails I !, 
all precut, accurately to dimension, frorrn ordi 
nary lumber. Hach connectiora between a, picket 
and rail is formed by a, Single piWot rmember 12 
which may cimprise a Screw, nail, riWet or other 
Suitable Wood fasterming dewice So that the arngle 
between the pickets and rails may be changed at 
will Without disturbing the parallelistn of the re 
Spectiwe nermbers. 

At; each end, each of the rails | | iS formed with 
a, Substantially cylindrical Surface f3 adapted to 
fit intO a, mortised recess lé (Fig., 4) in a post; and 
to piWOt thereira ira a, wertical plane, 'The corner' 
postS i have the receSSes l4 in two contiguous 
Sides, the gate postS } hawe a, Single pair of re 
ceSSeS formed in one side only and the posts 5, 
Which are located internediate of the ends of a, 
Straight; fence, haWe the receSSes l4 in opposite 
faces, each pair of receSSeS being spaced along the 
pOSt; to conform to the wertical Spacing of the rails 
|f . A Single mail 5 Or other suitable fastening 
dewice may be driven into the post and end por 
tion of each rail to faSten it in its recess | ira 
the pOSt. 

86 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

. The gate 9 comprises picketS 16 Suitably faS 
.tened to rails T and each of the latter may be 
connected at one end to one of the postS T by a 
hinge t?. At the opposite edge of the gate a 
Spring latch having a handle f9: is provided for 
engagement with a detent on the adjoining p0St 
T. 'The gate is braced diagOnally by an oblique 
member 26] which is fastened to the picketS ahd 
end portions of the upper and lower rails II. The 
main sections 8 of the ferace are prefabricated in 
lengths adapted to be handled comWeniently and, 
as indicated in Fig. 8, are adapted to be collapsed 
with the pickets in edge to edge engagement With 
each other for Shipping in compact form. Before 
applying the diagonal brace 20 the gate may be 
Similarly collapSed. 

rn erecting tiny imprOWed fence, pOSt; holes are 
dug in the usual mahraer in the ground tQ a uni 
forrn depth and at the prOper distaraces apart to 
accommodate the Seweral fence Sectiorms at the 
site selected. The postS are then inserted, allow-- 
ing Sufficient; lateral rimowement to perrnit; the in 
stallation of the fence Sections betWeen opposed 
faces of the postS. AS the next operation, the 
ends of a pair of the rails I are inserted in the 
recesses l4 in the opposing faceS of tWo of the 
poStS and the fastening member'S l6 are driWen. 
This straightenS , the postS and retains them in 
parallel relation to the pickets. Now the other' 
Sectioras 8 of the fence are similarly placed and 
fastened to the appropriate postS. 'The gate is 
then mounted 0m its hingeS f8, the diagonal brace 
20 is applied to Straighten it; and render it rigid 
and the SeWeral poStS are finally made fast; by 
1lling in eartha O1* Other material around their? 
baSes and tarmping the filling in place. 
With the posts in uprighat position and ex 

tetadihg to a uniform height abowe ground level 
Where each is located, it; Will be eWident; that, the 
Seweral Sectioras 8 follow the contour of the 
ground 21, as indicated in Fig., 2, each pair of 
rails Sloping approximately according to the 
Slope, if army, of the ground beneath. Irrespec-- 
tiwe of the Slope of the rails, the several pickets 
are automatically held in parallel relation to the 
postS So that the fence presents an unusually 
meat appearance. Ti Will be further ewident; that 
the rails When connected to the posts straighterm 
and brace the latter ira the plane of the fence. 
Bconomies in the cost of construction and use 

of material are promoted by constructing the 
1rails {I arad fil from Standard two inch by three 
inch stock, the pickets 0 and ló and brace 20 
from Standard one inch by three inch stock, the 

55 postS , 6 and if from Standard four irach by four 



2 
inch stock and by Shaping and cutting all of 
these parts and cutting the mortises lé at the 
factory. : A further important feature of my in 
Wention is the construction and prefabrication 
Which facilitates the erection of a fence by un 
skilled labor in a minimum of time. 
fabrication is carried as far as possible cora 
Sistent With Shipping in compact sections, thuS 
minimizing the use of Separate fasterming de 
wices in Situ. 
HaWing described my inventiona, what I clain · 

The pre- , 
5 
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aS neW and desire to protect by Hetters Patent is: . • 
1. A picket fence haWing in combination, hori 

ZOntally Spaced posts each formed .with a pair 
of Wertically Spaced, Substantially Semi-cylindri- . 
cad mortises in a Wertical face, a pair of rails ex 
tending one aboWe the other between .Said posts 
and each haWing Substantialiy Semi-cylindrical' 
end Surfaces adapted to fit the mortises . in the 
respectiWe postS, means fasterating said end sur 
faces of the rails in contact with the . Serni-cylin 
drical mortise Surfaces so that, ' the latter con 
Stitute piWot bearings "permitting the rails to 
extend in Warious Sloping positions relatiWe to 
the upright; postS ' and With the posts spaced a 26 
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predetermined distance apart by contact with 
the ends of the rails and a, multiplicity of werti 
cally extending, horizontally Spaced pickets, each 
hawing a, piwotal connection with each of said 
rails. 

2. A picket fence hawing ira combination, hori 
ZOntally Spaced posts each formed with a pair of 
Wertically spaced, Substantially Semi-cylindrical 
mortises in a wertical face, each of said mortises 
extending not more than half way through a 
p0St, a pair of rails extending one above the 
other betWeen Said posts and each hawing sub 
Stantially Semi-cylindical end Surfaces fitting 
in Said mortises , of the respectiWe posts, means 
.fastening Said end Surfaces of the rails in con 
.taçt With the Seweral mortise Surfaces, the bear 
ingS SO formed permitting the rails to extend 
in "WariouS Sloping positions relative to the up 
right; pOStS and With the postS spaced a, prede 
termined distance apart by contact With the ends 
of the rails and a, 'multiplicity · of wertically ex 
tending, horizontally Spaced pickets each hawing 
a pivotal connection with each of said rails. 
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