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Patented Nov. 7, 1950 2,529,115 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
FOUNDATION GARVENT 

Sally Whitmore Thalman, Bridgeport, Conn., as 
signor to The Warner Brothers Company, 
Bridgeport, Conn., a corporation of Connecticat 

Application January 16, 1947, Serial No. 722,342 
(C. 2-43) 2 Cairns. 

his invention relates to ladies’ foundation gar 
-nents and more particularly to girdles formed 
With a crotch. 
An object of the invention is to provide a novel 

girdle having a crotch portion affording maxi 
mum convenience and comfort to the Wearer. 
Other features and advantages of the inven 

tion Will be hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawingS: 
Fig. 1 is a front view of a girdle embodying my 

invention. 
Fig. 2 is a rear view of said girdle. 
Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional detail view, On 

an enlarged scale, taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

enlarged Scale, taken online A-4 of Fig. . . . . . 
Referring to the drawings, the girdle illustrated 

comprises a front panel 4, a rear panel 2, and 
side panels 3, 4, between said front and rear 
panels and suitably joined thereto, as by Stitch 
ing along adjacent edges. The front panel may, 
as shown, be formed in sections a, b, Stitched 
together at their abutting edges, c. 
The lower portions of the panels 2, 3, and 4 

form leg portions, 5 and 6, of the girdle. 
The crotch portion of the garment, with which 

my invention is particularly concerned, is formed 
of two overlapping fabric elements , 8, ShoWin aS 
extending from the front to the rear of Said gar 
ment between the panels 3 and 4. While these 
elements may, if desired, be formed Separately 
from the front panel Sections a, b, and Suitably 
stitched thereto. I have shown them as extensions 
of those respective panel sections. Specifically, 
the element 7 is shown as an extension of the 
panel section b, while element 8 is an extension 
of panel section fa. The material forming the 
element 7 is doubled over upon itself (Figs. 3 and 
4) and stitched at its inner or free edges to the 
adjacent edge of the side panel 4. As shown, 
the element extends laterally a slight distance 
beyond the line of Stitching c between the front 
panel sections a, b, and may be Stitched at 
the top of its extension to the Section d, as shown 
at 9 in Fig. i. At its furthermost end , the ele 
ment is Stitched to the adjacent edge of the rear 
panel 2, as shown in Fig. 2. 
The material forming the element 8 is stitched 

along its inner edges to the adjacent edge 2 of 
the side panel 3. The end 3 (Fig. 2) of said ele 
ment 8 is Stitched to the adjacent edge of the 
rear panel 2; while the adjacent end portion of 
said element 8 is also stitched at 4, 5, to the 
adjacent portion of the element 7. 
The materia in the element 8 between the lineS 
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Fig. 4 is a vertical Sectional detail view, on an 15 

inelastic transversely of Said elementS. 

2 
of Stitching 9 and 5 is doubled upon itself to 
provide a flap 6. This flap of doubled-over ma 
terial projects into and preferably Substantially 
beyond the inner edges of the crotch element . 
The adjacent upper edges of said doubled-over 
material are closed by stitching them together, 
at 7; as are likewise the lower edges at 8. 

It will thus be seen that, the elements 7 and 8 
provide in the girdle a crotch portion, which is 
normally closed by the flap 6 fitting within the 
panel , which may be expeditiously opened by 
withdrawing said flap, and which may thereafter 
be readily closed by reinserting said flap. The 
folding back of the material of each of the ele 
ments 7 and 3 so that it is of two thicknesses 
along the crotch opening provides an advan 
tageous smoothness enhancing substantially the 
confort of the Wearer. 
The crotch elements i, 8 are each preferably 

made of material elastic longitudinally of Said 
elements, as indicated by the arrows applied 
thereto in Fig. 1, said material being Substantially 

They 
may, for example, be of elastic satin or batiste, 
or of jersey. 
In the embodiment illustrated the front panel 

sections a, b, being of the same material as 
the crotch elements 7, 8, are likewise of material 
elastic longitudinally but not transversely as in 
dicated by the arrows applied to said panel Sec 
tions. However the front panel Sections may if 
desired by made of two-way stretch material, 
i. e., material elastic or stretchable both Ver 
tically and horizontally; or they may be made 
of inelastic or non-stretchable material. 
The side panels 3 and 4 in the embodiment 

illustrated are of material elastic both Vertically 
and horizontally as shown by the arrows applied 
to those panels. However such side panels may 
if desired be of horizontally but not vertically 
stretchable material. The rear panel 2 is indi 
cated by the applied arrow as elastic vertically 
and substantially inelastic horizontally, but it 
may be of any desired material. 
The girdle as illustrated may have joined 

thereto at its top a circumferentially elastic band 
20 having short vertical stays 2 of suitable 
stiffening material, as is customary in many 
girdles. 
The terms and expressions which I have em 

ployed are used as terms of description and not 
of limitation, and I have no intention, in the use 
of such terms and expressions, of eXcluding any 
equivalents of the features shown and described 
or portions thereof, but recognize that various 



modifications are possible within the scope of the 
invention claimed. 

claim: 
1. A girdle comprising a front panel, a rear 

panel, side panels between said front and rear 
panels and joined thereto by stitching, the lower 
portions of Said side panels and said rear panel 
forming leg-encircling portions of said girdle, said 
girdle having a crotch portion comprising an ex 
tension from Said front panel projecting down 
Wardly and thence from the front to the rear of 
the garment and terminating in an end stitched 
to Said rear panel, said extension being stitched 
along One edge to an adjacent side panel and 
having an opposite edge terminating short of the 
other Side panel to define an edge of a crotch 
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Opening, the material of said extension being 
folded upon itself to provide a smooth double 
thickness crotch-opening edge, another extension 
from Said front panel projecting downwardly and 
thence from the front to the rear of the garment 
adjacent the first-mentioned extension, said 
other extension terminating in an end stitched 
to Said rear panel and being also Stitched along 
an edge to Said other side panel, Said other ex 
tension having a flap portion projecting laterally 
from said stitched edge beyond said crotch-open 
ing edge of the first-mentioned extension and 
lying inside the latter to provide a removable 
closure for said Crotch Opening. 

2. A girdle comprising a front panel, a rear 
panel, Side panels between said front and rear 
panels and joined thereto by Stitching, the lower 
portions of Said Side panels and Said rear panel 
forming leg-encircling portions of Said girdle, 
said girdle having a crotch portion comprising an 
extension from Said front panel projecting down 
wardly and thence from the front to the rear of 
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the garment and terminating in an end stitched 
to Said rear panel, said extension being stitched 
along one edge to an adjacent side panel and 
having an opposite edge terminating short of the 
other side panel to define an edge of a crotch 
opening, the material of said extension being 
folded upon itself to provide a Smooth double 
thickness. Crotch-opening edge, another exten 
sion from said front panel projecting downwardly 
and thence from the front to the rear of the gar 
ment adjacent the first-mentioned extension, 
Said other extension terminating in an end 
stitched to said rear panel and being also stitched 
along an edge to said other Side panel, said other 
extension having a flap portion projecting later 
ally from Said stitched edge and terminating in 
free upper and lower edges and a free side edge, 
Said flap overlapping the first-mentioned exten 
Sion and lying Within the same to provide a re 
movable closure for Said crotch opening, a side 
edge portion of said other extension projecting 
beyond Said flap and being Stitched to an adja 
cent portion of Said first-mentioned extension. . 

SALLY WHTMORE THALMAN. 
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