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In finishing round molded articles of
clay pottery ware it is customary to place
the partly dried articles, one by one, on a
“whirl” or rotating disk or table on which

5 such articles may be sprayed with glazing
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or coloring liquids, or they may be smoothed
or finished by the use of a pad of steel wool
pressed against the revolving article. It
_ornamental figures, as birds, flowers, etc.,
be molded on the clay article such finishing
with the pad of steel wool will bring out
the ornamental figures more clearly. In
placing the articles to be finished on the ro-
tating disk or table it is desirable to stop
the machine comprising the rotating table,
as there is danger of breakage of the frail,
partly dried molded articles if they be
placed on the disk or table while the latter
is rotating, and this frequent stopping and

o¢ gtarting of the whole machine results in con-
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siderable loss of time and delay in the finish-
ng work. :

This invention has for its object to avoid
the objections just noted relative to the fre-
and starting of the finishing
machine, and this object is effected by oper-
ating the rotating disk or table of the finish-
ing machine through a ravity friction
clubeh connection of said disk or fable with

% its driving mechanism, such clutch connec-

tion being controlled by a foot lever, leaving
the hands of the attendant workman free,
as will hereinafter more fully appear. Thus
much time is saved and the finishing work
may be performed much more rapidly than

- with the pottery finishing machines hereto-

fore in use. :

In the accompanying drawings Fig. 1 is
an elevation, partly in section, of a machine
embodying the invention. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tional elevation of the same at a right angle
to Fig 1. Fig. 8 is a plan view showing the
yotzting head of the machine and the fric-
tion pads thereon and also the stationary

~ friction pads outside of said head. Fig. 4

is a plan view of the rotary disk or table
and Figs. 5 and 6 are detail views showing
the step for the driving shaft of the ma-
chine.

Referring to the drawing, 12 denotes a ro-
tating shaft provided with a driving pulley
13. Attached tothe upper end of said shaft
is a heavy head or disk 14 which serves as a
balance wheel and which is provided near
its periphery with a plurality of friction
pads 15. The shaft 13 is journalled near

1926. Serial No. 114,290

its upper end in a bracket 16 and is stepped
at its lower end in a sleeve 17 provided with
a flange 18 by which it is attached to suit-
able supporting means, as the bars 19. Ex-
tending partway upward from the bottom
of the sleeve 17 and fitting therein is a
block 20 between which and the lower end
of the shaft 12 is preferably interposed a
metal washer 21. The block 20 is slotted
at its lower end for the reception of the in-
ner end of a foot lever 22 pivoted at 23 in
lugs 17> extending from the sleeve 17, said
inner end of said lever engaging a pin 24
passing through the block 20 and extending
into the slots 17 in the sleeve 17, so that the
weight of the shaft 12 and the parts carried
thereby is supported by the said block 20
and the said foot lever when the said shaft
is lifted, and when the foot lever 22 is re-
leased the pin 24 will rest in the bottom
of the slots 17 in the sleeve 17.

Attached to the table 80, outside of the
head or disk 14, are blocks 25 (preferably
four) said blocks being provided on their
upper surfaces with friction pads 26, and
normally resting on said pads 26 is a light,
metal work-supporting table or disk 27
which is provided with a central opening
receiving the reduced upper end of the
shaft 12, said table or disk being normally
stationary, but being loosely mounted for
free rotation beneath a nut 28 on said re-
duced part of said shaft. The table or disk
27 will preferably have its upper surface
partly or wholly covered by cushioning
pads 32 of sponge rubber to receive the
articles to be finished, so that they will not
be liable to be broken when placed on said
table or disk. -The table 80 is supported by
standards 31.

In the operation of the machine an ar-

ticle of pottery to be finished is placed on
the rubber surface 31 of the table or disk
97. The shaft 25 will then be lifted by the
foot lever 22, bringing the friction pads 15
into driving contact with the table or disk
27, thus imparting rotation to said table or
disk and to the article of pottery resting
thereon, so that such article may be finished
in the usual manner. When the foot lever
99 ‘is released and the shaft 12 is lowered
the rotating table or disk 27 will be lowered
into contact with the stationary friction
pads 26 which will quickly arrest the rota-

- tion thereof.

From the foregoing it will be understood
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that articles of pottery may be rapidly fin-
ished by the use of this improved machine,
the rotating work-supporting table or disk
27 of which may be quickly started and
stopped simply by the operation of the foot
lever 22.

Having thus described my invention- I
claim and desire to secure.by Letters Patent:

1. In a pottery finishing machine, the com-
bination with a vertically movable rotary
driving shaft and a head or wheel carried
thereby and provided with friction pads, of
a normally stationary work-supporting table
or disk located above said head or wheel, and
means for lifting said shaft to bring the said
pads into frictional contact with said table
or digk to impart rotary movement, thereto.
" 2. In a pottery finishing machine, the com-

- bination with a vertically movable rotary
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driving shaft and a head or wheel carried
thereby and provided with friction pads, of
a normally stationary work-supporting table
or disk located above said head or wheel, and
a foot lever arranged to lift said shaft to
bring the said pads into frictional contact
with said table or disk to impart rotary
movement thereto. ‘

3. In a pottery finishing machine, ‘the
combination with a vertically movable rotary
driving shaft and a head or wheel carried
theréby and -provided with friction pads,
of a normally stationary work-supperting
table or disk located above said head . or
wheel, means for lifting said shaft to bring
the said pads into frictional contact with
said table or disk to impart rotary movement
thereto, and friction means for arresting
the movement of said table or disk when
said shaft is lowered.

4. In a pottery finishing machine, the com-
bination with a vertically movable rotary
driving shaft and a head or wheel varried
thereby and provided with friction pads, of
a normally stationary work-supporting table
or disk located above said head or wheel, a
foot lever arranged to litt said shaft to bring
the said pads into frictional contact with
said table or'disk to impart rotary movement
thereto, and friction means for arresting the
movement of said table or disk when said
shaft is lowered. '

5. Ina pottery finishing machine, the com-

bination with a vertically moviable rotary
driving shaft and a head or wheel carried
thereby and provided with friction pads, of
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a normally stationary work-supporting table
or disk located above said head or wheel and
of greater diameter than said head or wheel,
means for lifting said shaft to bring the
said pads into frictional contact with said

table or disk to impart rotary movement

thereto, and stationary friction pads located

outside of said head or wheel and serving to

arrest the movement of said table or disk
when said shaft is lowered. _

6. In 2 pottery finishing machine, the com-
bination with a vertically movable rotary
driving shaft and a head or wheel carried
thereby and provided with friction pads, of
a normally stationary work-supporting table
or disk located above said head or wheel, and
of greater diameter than said head or wheel,
a foot lever arranged to lift said shaft to
bring the said pads into frictional contact
with said table or disk to impart rotary
movement thereto, and. stationary friction
pads located outside of said head or wheel
and serving to arrest the movement of said
table or disk when said shaft is lowered.

7. In a pottery finishing machine, the com-
bination. with a- vertically movable rotary
driving shaft and a head or wheel carried
thereby and provided with friction pads, of
a normally stationary work-supporting table
or disk sustained ‘above said head or wheel,
a sleeve in which said shaft is stepped, a
lifting block'in said sleeve below said shaft,
and a foot lever the inner end of which en-
ters said sleeve and by means of which said
block may be raised to lift said shaft to bring
said pads into frictional contact with said

table or disk to impart rotary movement

thereto.

8. In a pottery finishing machine, the com-
bination with a vertically movable rotary
driving shaft and a head or wheel carried
thereby and provided with friction pads, of
a normally stationary work-supporting table
or disk sustained above said head or wheel,
a sleeve in which said shaft is stepped, a 1ift-
ing block in said sleeve below said shaft, and
a foot lever the inner end of which enters
said sleeve and by means of which said block
may be raised to lift said shaft to bring said
pads into frictional contact with said table
or disk to impart rotary movement thereto,
said sleeve having lugs in which' said foot
lever is pivoted. ’

In testimony whereof T affix my signature.

T ~ JOHN LEWIS REED.
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