
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

65
4 

86
6

B
1

TEPZZ 654866B_T
(11) EP 2 654 866 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
14.11.2018 Bulletin 2018/46

(21) Application number: 11808352.6

(22) Date of filing: 12.12.2011

(51) Int Cl.:
A61M 16/00 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/IB2011/055604

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2012/085748 (28.06.2012 Gazette 2012/26)

(54) RESPIRATION-RATE DEPENDENT RESPIRATORY ASSISTANCE

ATEMFREQUENZABHÄNGIGE ATEMHILFE

ASSISTANCE RESPIRATOIRE DÉPENDANT DE LA VITESSE DE RESPIRATION

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 20.12.2010 US 201061424839 P

(43) Date of publication of application: 
30.10.2013 Bulletin 2013/44

(73) Proprietor: Koninklijke Philips N.V.
5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)

(72) Inventors:  
• SIBENALLER, Sara Marie

5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)

• BALOA WELZIEN, Leonardo Alberto
5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)

• LAURA LAPOINT, Manuel
5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)

(74) Representative: Steffen, Thomas
Philips Intellectual Property & Standards 
High Tech Campus 5
5656 AE Eindhoven (NL)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 2 245 985 WO-A1-2006/039587



EP 2 654 866 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to machine-assisted res-
piration of a patient.
[0002] Machine-assisted respiration of a patient, or
subject, is known in the art. Common examples may in-
clude positive airway pressure devices, e.g. continuous
or bi-level positive airway pressure (CPAP/BiPAP),
and/or other devices. A respiratory device may assist a
subject to breath in, breath out, or both. A subject may
experience discomfort when a respiratory device initiates
an inspiration or expiration that fails to coincide with the
subject’s natural breathing rhythm. Improved comfort
may aid improved therapeutic compliance regarding the
use of a respiratory device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] It is known from EP2245985A1 devices and
systems provide methods of detecting a severity change
in respiratory insufficiency (RI) or chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD) condition of a patient and in an
exemplary embodiment, a detection monitoring device
determines one or more severity change indicators
based on a measure of supplied pressure or other rep-
resentative measure determined by the device. The sup-
plied pressure may optionally be determined during pres-
sure treatment that satisfies a target ventilation. The sup-
plied pressure or representative data may be compared
to one or more thresholds that are selected to represent
a change in the condition of the RI or COPD patient such
as an exacerbation of a prior condition. Results of the
comparisons may trigger one or more warnings or mes-
sages to notify a patient or physician of a pending change
to the patient’s RI or COPD condition so that the patient
may more immediately seek medical attention to treat
the condition.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The invention is defined by the claims.
[0005] The disclosure discloses a method for control-
ling a system arranged to provide respiratory assistance
to a subject, the subject having an airway. In one em-
bodiment, the method comprises generating a pressu-
rized flow of breathable gas for delivery to the airway of
a subject at an inspiratory pressure level during a breath
by the subject, wherein the breath has inspiratory volume
during an inspiratory phase and expiratory volume during
an expiratory phase; determining a breathing rate of the
subject; adjusting a first volume threshold based on the
determined breathing rate; monitoring the inspiratory vol-
ume of the breath by the subject; comparing the inspir-
atory volume to the first volume threshold to determine
when the inspiratory volume of the breath breaches the
first volume threshold; and responsive to the inspiratory

volume of the breath breaching the first volume threshold,
temporarily decreasing the pressure of the pressurized
flow of breathable gas from the inspiratory pressure level
for expiration by the subject. This method is not claimed.
[0006] An aspect of the disclosure relates to a system
for controlling respiratory assistance of a subject. In one
embodiment, the system comprises a pressure genera-
tor and one or more processors. The pressure generator
is configured to generate a pressurized flow of breathable
gas for delivery to the airway of the subject during breaths
of the subject, wherein a breath has inspiratory volume
during an inspiratory phase and expiratory volume during
an expiratory phase. The one or more processors are
configured to execute computer program modules in-
cluding a breathing rate module, an adjustment module,
a monitoring module, a comparison module, and a control
module. The breathing rate module is configured to de-
termine a breathing rate of the subject. The adjustment
module is configured to adjust a first volume threshold
based on the determined breathing rate. The monitoring
module is configured to monitor inspiratory volumes of
individual breaths by the subject. The comparison mod-
ule is configured to compare the inspiratory volumes of
the individual breaths by the subject to the first volume
threshold to determine when the inspiratory volumes of
the individual breaths have breached the first volume
threshold. The control module is configured to control the
pressure generator to adjust a pressure level of the pres-
surized flow of breathable gas, wherein the control mod-
ule is further configured such that responsive to the in-
spiratory volume of a given breath breaching the first vol-
ume threshold the control module controls the pressure
generator to temporarily decrease the pressure level of
the pressurized flow of breathable gas for expiration by
the subject.
[0007] Yet another aspect of the invention relates to a
system configured to control volume based respiratory
assistance of a subject. In one embodiment, the system
comprises means for generating a pressurized flow of
breathable gas for delivery to the airway of a subject at
an inspiratory pressure level during a breath by the sub-
ject, wherein the breath has inspiratory volume during an
inspiratory phase and expiratory volume during an expir-
atory phase; means for determining a breathing rate of
the subject; means for adjusting a first volume threshold
based on the determined breathing rate; means for mon-
itoring the inspiratory volume of the breath by the subject;
means for comparing the inspiratory volume to the first
volume threshold to determine when the inspiratory vol-
ume of the breath breaches the first volume threshold;
and means for temporarily decreasing the pressure level
of the pressurized flow of breathable gas from the inspir-
atory pressure level for expiration by the subject, respon-
sive to the inspiratory volume of the breath breaching the
first volume threshold.
[0008] These and other objects, features, and charac-
teristics of the present disclosure, as well as the methods
of operation and functions of the related elements of
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structure and the combination of parts and economies of
manufacture, will become more apparent upon consid-
eration of the following description and the appended
claims with reference to the accompanying drawings, all
of which form a part of this specification, wherein like
reference numerals designate corresponding parts in the
various figures. In one embodiment, the structural com-
ponents illustrated herein are drawn to scale. It is to be
expressly understood, however, that the drawings are
for the purpose of illustration and description only and
are not a limitation. In addition, it should be appreciated
that structural features shown or described in any one
embodiment herein can be used in other embodiments
as well. It is to be expressly understood, however, that
the drawings are for the purpose of illustration and de-
scription only and are not intended as a definition of limits.
As used in the specification and in the claims, the singular
form of "a", "an", and "the" include plural referents unless
the context clearly dictates otherwise.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009]

FIG. 1 illustrates a system configured to control res-
piratory assistance of a subject, a subject, and a us-
er.
FIG. 2 illustrates two plots of volume thresholds per
breathing rate.
FIG. 3 illustrates a method of controlling respiratory
assistance of a subject.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0010] FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 configured to
control respiratory assistance of a subject, a subject 106,
and a user 108. In particular, system 100 provides res-
piratory assistance to subject 106 such that the accumu-
lated tidal volume during inspiration and/or expiration
may be monitored, and used to control the pressure level
of the pressurized flow of breathable gas delivered to the
airway of the subject. This may provide more comfortable
respiratory assistance for subject 106 than is provided
by conventional systems. In one embodiment, system
100 comprises a processor 110, a user interface 120,
electronic storage 130, a pressure generator 140, a sub-
ject interface 180, one or more sensors 142, and/or other
components.
[0011] Pressure generator 140 may be configured to
provide a pressurized flow of breathable gas for delivery
to the airway of the subject. Pressure generator 140 may
be configured such that one or more gas parameters of
the pressurized flow of breathable gas are controlled in
accordance with a therapeutic respiratory regimen for
subject 106. The one or more gas parameters may in-
clude, for example, one or more of flow, pressure, hu-
midity, velocity, acceleration, and/or other parameters.
In one embodiment, pressure generator 140 is a device

dedicated to mechanical ventilation. In one embodiment,
pressure generator 140 is a positive airway pressure de-
vice configured to provide types of therapy other than
ventilation, including types of therapy where a subject
performs expiration of his own accord or where the device
provides negative pressure.
[0012] The pressurized flow of breathable gas is deliv-
ered from pressure generator 140 to the airway of subject
106 by a subject interface 180. Subject interface 180 may
include a conduit 182 and/or a subject interface appliance
184.
[0013] Conduit 182 may be a flexible length of hose,
or other conduit, that places subject interface appliance
184 in fluid communication with pressure generator 140.
Conduit 182 forms a flow path through which the pres-
surized flow of breathable gas is communicated between
subject interface appliance 184 and pressure generator
140.
[0014] Subject interface appliance 184 may be config-
ured to deliver the pressurized flow of breathable gas to
the airway of subject 106. As such, subject interface ap-
pliance 184 may include any appliance suitable for this
function. In one embodiment, pressure generator 140 is
a dedicated ventilation device and subject interface ap-
pliance 184 is configured to be removably coupled with
another interface appliance being used to deliver respi-
ratory therapy to subject 106. For example, subject in-
terface appliance 184 may be configured to engage with
and/or be inserted into an endotracheal tube, a trache-
otomy portal, and/or other interface appliances. In one
embodiment, subject interface appliance 184 is config-
ured to engage the airway of subject 106 without an in-
tervening appliance. In this embodiment, subject inter-
face appliance 184 may include one or more of an en-
dotracheal tube, a nasal cannula, a tracheotomy tube, a
nasal mask, a nasal/oral mask, a full face mask, a total
face mask, a partial rebreathing mask, or other interface
appliances that communicate a flow of gas with an airway
of a subject.
[0015] Electronic storage 130 may comprise electronic
storage media that electronically stores information. The
electronic storage media of electronic storage 130 may
include one or both of system storage that is provided
integrally (i.e., substantially non-removable) with system
100 and/or removable storage that is removably connect-
able to system 100 via, for example, a port (e.g., a USB
port, a firewire port, etc.) or a drive (e.g., a disk drive,
etc.). Electronic storage 130 may include one or more of
optically readable storage media (e.g., optical disks,
etc.), magnetically readable storage media (e.g., mag-
netic tape, magnetic hard drive, floppy drive, etc.), elec-
trical charge-based storage media (e.g., EEPROM,
RAM, etc.), solid-state storage media (e.g., flash drive,
etc.), and/or other electronically readable storage media.
Electronic storage 130 may store software algorithms,
information determined by processor 110, information re-
ceived via user interface 120, and/or other information
that enables system 100 to function properly. Electronic
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storage 130 may be a separate component within system
100, or electronic storage 130 may be provided integrally
with one or more other components of system 100 (e.g.,
processor 110).
[0016] User interface 120 may be configured to provide
an interface between system 100 and a user (e.g., user
108, subject 106, a caregiver, a therapy decision-maker,
etc.) through which the user may provide information to
and receive information from system 100. This enables
data, results, and/or instructions and any other commu-
nicable items, collectively referred to as "information," to
be communicated between the user and system 100. Ex-
amples of interface devices suitable for inclusion in user
interface 120 include a keypad, buttons, switches, a key-
board, knobs, levers, a display screen, a touch screen,
speakers, a microphone, an indicator light, an audible
alarm, and a printer.
[0017] It is to be understood that other communication
techniques, either hard-wired or wireless, are also con-
templated by the present invention as user interface 120.
For example, in one embodiment, user interface 120 may
be integrated with a removable storage interface provid-
ed by electronic storage 130. In this example, information
may be loaded into system 100 from removable storage
(e.g., a smart card, a flash drive, a removable disk, etc.)
that enables the user(s) to customize the implementation
of system 100. Other exemplary input devices and tech-
niques adapted for use with system 100 as user interface
120 include, but are not limited to, an RS-232 port, RF
link, an IR link, modem (telephone, cable, Ethernet, in-
ternet or other). In short, any technique for communicat-
ing information with system 100 is contemplated as user
interface 120.
[0018] Sensor 142 may be configured to generate out-
put signals conveying information related to one or more
parameters of the pressurized flow of breathable gas.
The one or more parameters may include, for example,
one or more of a flow, a (tidal) volume, a pressure, a
composition (e.g., concentration(s) of one or more con-
stituents), humidity, temperature, acceleration, velocity,
acoustics, changes in a parameter indicative of respira-
tion, and/or other parameters. In one embodiment, sen-
sor 142 includes a flow sensor and/or a pressure sensor.
Sensor 142 may include one or more sensors that meas-
ure such parameters directly (e.g., through fluid commu-
nication with the pressurized flow of breathable gas at
pressure generator 140 or in subject interface 180). Sen-
sor 142 may include one or more sensors that generate
output signals related to one or more parameters of the
pressurized flow of breathable gas indirectly. For exam-
ple, sensor 142 may generate an output based on an
operating parameter of pressure generator 140 (e.g., a
valve driver or motor current, voltage, rotational velocity,
and/or other operating parameters), and/or other sen-
sors.
[0019] The illustration of sensor 142 as including a sin-
gle member in FIG. 1 is not intended to be limiting. In one
embodiment sensor 142 includes a plurality of sensors

generating output signals as described above. Similarly,
the position of sensor 142 in FIG. 1 is not intended to be
limiting. Sensor 142 may include one or more sensors
located within pressure generator 140 and/or subject in-
terface 180. The output signals generated by sensor 142
may be transmitted to processor 110, user interface 120,
and/or electronic storage 130. This transmission may be
wired and/or wireless.
[0020] Processor 110 is configured to provide informa-
tion processing capabilities in system 100. As such, proc-
essor 110 may include one or more of a digital processor,
an analog processor, a digital circuit designed to process
information, an analog circuit designed to process infor-
mation, a state machine, and/or other mechanisms for
electronically processing information. Although proces-
sor 110 is shown in FIG. 1 as a single entity, this is for
illustrative purposes only. In some implementations,
processor 110 may include a plurality of processing units.
These processing units may be physically located within
the same device, or processor 110 may represent
processing functionality of a plurality of devices operating
in coordination.
[0021] As is shown in FIG. 1, processor 110 may be
configured to execute one or more computer program
modules. The one or more computer program modules
may include one or more of a breathing rate module 111,
an adjustment module 112, a monitoring module 113, a
comparison module 114, a control module 115, a char-
acteristics module 116, a detection module 117, and/or
other modules. Processor 110 may be configured to ex-
ecute modules 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, and/or 117
by software; hardware; firmware; some combination of
software, hardware, and/or firmware; and/or other mech-
anisms for configuring processing capabilities on proc-
essor 110.
[0022] It should be appreciated that although modules
111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, and 117 are illustrated in
FIG. 1 as being co-located within a single processing
unit, in implementations in which processor 110 includes
multiple processing units, one or more of modules 111,
112, 113, 114, 115, 116, and/or 117 may be located re-
motely from the other modules. The description of the
functionality provided by the different modules 111, 112,
113, 114, 115, 116, and/or 117 described below is for
illustrative purposes, and is not intended to be limiting,
as any of modules 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, and/or
117 may provide more or less functionality than is de-
scribed. For example, one or more of modules 111, 112,
113, 114, 115, 116, and/or 117 may be eliminated, and
some or all of its functionality may be provided by other
ones of modules 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, and/or
117. As another example, processor 110 may be config-
ured to execute one or more additional modules that may
perform some or all of the functionality attributed below
to one of modules 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, and/or
117.
[0023] Breathing rate module 111 may be configured
to determine a breathing rate of the subject. Breathing

5 6 



EP 2 654 866 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

rate module 111 may use output signals from sensor 142
directly, and/or use information stored in electronic stor-
age 130 that is based on sensor output. As an example,
a subject’s breathing rate may be determined as a
number of inspirations per minute. Breathing rate may
also be referred to as breath rate or respiratory rate, and
breath rate per minute may be labeled BPM, as shown
e.g. in FIG. 2.
[0024] Adjustment module 112 may be configured to
adjust a (tidal) volume threshold based on the breathing
rate. The tidal volume threshold may be increased with
a decreasing breathing rate and/or may be decreased
with an increasing breathing rate to reflect the impact of
breathing rate on tidal volume. By way of nonlimiting ex-
ample, assume a subject is using a BiPAP device for
respiratory assistance. The expiratory tidal volume
threshold may be set at a predetermined volume, such
that breaching this threshold causes a BiPAP device to
initiate assistance for the subsequent inspiration by the
subject. Initiating this assistance may be referred to as
"cycling." Consequently, the expiratory tidal volume may
be referred to as "cycle volume," as shown in FIG. 2. The
inspiratory tidal volume threshold may be set at a prede-
termined volume, such that breaching this threshold
causes a BiPAP device to initiate assistance for the sub-
sequent expiration by the subject. Initiating this assist-
ance may be referred to as "triggering." Consequently,
the inspiratory tidal volume may be referred to as "trigger
volume," as shown in FIG. 2. Adjustment module 112
takes into account the inverse relationship between
breathing rate and tidal volume during natural smooth
breathing. Simply put, if a subject takes fewer breaths
per minute, each breath taken typically has a greater tidal
volume compared to an instance when the subject takes
more breaths per minute. As the tidal volume naturally
varies based on breathing rate, so may a tidal volume
threshold vary, be it inspiratory or expiratory. The adjust-
ment of a tidal volume threshold based on the breathing
rate may be performed based on an equation that rep-
resents an inverse relationship between breathing rate
and tidal volume for common breathing rates. Alterna-
tively, and/or simultaneously, the adjustment may be per-
formed based on the functionality of a look-up table.
[0025] By way of illustration, FIG. 2 illustrates two plots
of volume thresholds per breathing rate, as may be used
by adjustment module 112. FIG. 2 shows one plot for an
expiratory tidal volume threshold (labeled "Cycle Vol-
ume") per BPM, and one plot for an inspiratory tidal vol-
ume threshold (labeled "Trigger Volume") per BPM. The
range of plotted breathing rates extends to common
breathing rates, i.e. from 5 BPM to 15 BPM. The plotted
relationships in FIG. 2 are linear and thus defined by any
two points. Using more points per plot is within the scope
of the present technology. Using logarithmic, polynomial,
exponential, and/or moving average manipulation of two
of more points to derive a relationship for adjusting a
volume threshold per breathing rate is envisioned. For
example, in FIG. 2, the expiratory tidal volume threshold

for a breathing rate of fifteen breaths per minute is about
six liters. Similarly, in FIG. 2, the inspiratory tidal volume
threshold for a breathing rate of eight breaths per minute
is about eight liters. The determination of a tidal volume
threshold for a given breathing rate may also be accom-
plished by using a look-up table.
[0026] Monitoring module 113 may be configured to
monitor inspiratory and/or expiratory volume of individual
breaths by a subject. Monitoring module 113 may use
output signals from sensor 142 directly, and/or use infor-
mation stored in electronic storage 130 that is based on
sensor output.
[0027] Comparison module 114 may be configured to
compare the inspiratory volume of an individual breath
by the subject to an inspiratory volume threshold to de-
termine when the inspiratory volume of the individual
breath has breached the inspiratory volume threshold.
Alternatively, and/or additionally, comparison module
114 may be configured to compare the expiratory volume
of an individual breath by the subject to an expiratory
volume threshold to determine when the expiratory vol-
ume of the individual breath has breached the expiratory
volume threshold. Comparison module 114 may use dif-
ferent volume thresholds for inspiration and expiration.
In conjunction with adjustment module 112, these volume
thresholds may vary based on breathing rate. In one em-
bodiment, adjustment module 112 adjusts the inspiratory
and/or the expiratory volume thresholds based on breath-
ing rate in the manner described above.
[0028] Control module 115 may be configured to con-
trol pressure generator 140 to adjust the parameters of
the pressurized flow of breathable gas in accordance with
a therapy regimen. In one embodiment, the therapy reg-
imen dictates that control module 115 controls pressure
generator 140 such that the pressurized flow of breath-
able gas is delivered to the airway of subject 106 at a
first pressure level during inspiration. The first pressure
level is sufficiently high that the lungs of subject 106 are
at least partially filled during inspiration. At some mo-
ment, e.g. indicated by comparison module 114, control
module 115 controls pressure generator 140 to reduce
the pressure of the pressurized flow of breathable gas to
assist expiration by the subject. After expiration is com-
plete, control module 115 then controls pressure gener-
ator 140 to return the pressure of the pressurized flow of
breathable gas to the first pressure level to facilitate an-
other inspiration. A subject may experience discomfort
when a respiratory device initiates an inspiration or ex-
piration that fails to coincide with the subject’s natural
breathing rhythm. Improved comfort may aid improved
therapeutic compliance regarding the use of a respiratory
device. Improved synchronization of a subject’s breath-
ing rhythm may also lead to improved accuracy for de-
termining breathing parameters such as breathing rate,
duration of inspiration or expiration, and derived param-
eters such as respiratory events that are based on inspir-
atory characteristics and/or expiratory characteristics.
[0029] Characteristics module 116 may be configured
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to determine inspiration characteristics and expiration
characteristics, which may include begin time, duration,
and end time of either an individual inspiration or expira-
tion, or the average duration of a set of inspirations or
expirations spanning a specific duration of time. The spe-
cific duration of time may be a minute, an hour, a day, a
week, a month, or a user-configurable duration of time.
Additional characteristics may include inspiration rates,
expiration rates, and variability of the individual or aver-
age duration of inspiration or expiration.
[0030] Detection module 117 may be configured to de-
tect respiratory events, e.g. apneas or hypopneas, based
on the inspiration characteristics and expiration charac-
teristics determined by characteristics module 116. A res-
piratory event could be characterized by the ratio of the
duration of an inspiration and the duration of an expira-
tion.
[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates a method 300 of controlling a
system arranged to provide respiratory assistance to a
subject. The operations of method 300 presented below
are intended to be illustrative. In some embodiments,
method 300 may be accomplished with one or more ad-
ditional operations not described, and/or without one or
more of the operations discussed. Additionally, the order
in which the operations of method 300 are illustrated in
FIG. 3 and described below is not intended to be limiting.
[0032] In some embodiments, method 300 may be im-
plemented in one or more processing devices (e.g., a
digital processor, an analog processor, a digital circuit
designed to process information, an analog circuit de-
signed to process information, a state machine, and/or
other mechanisms for electronically processing informa-
tion). The one or more processing devices may include
one or more devices executing some or all of the oper-
ations of method 300 in response to instructions stored
electronically on an electronic storage medium. The one
or more processing devices may include one or more
devices configured through hardware, firmware, and/or
software to be specifically designed for execution of one
or more of the operations of method 300.
[0033] At an operation 301, a pressurized flow of
breathable gas for delivery to the airway of a subject is
generated. In one embodiment, operation 301 is per-
formed by a pressure generator similar to or substantially
the same as pressure generator 140 (shown in FIG. 1
and described above) under control of a control module
similar to or substantially the same as control module
115 (shown in FIG. 1 and described above)..
[0034] At an operation 302, a breathing rate of the sub-
ject is determined. In one embodiment, operation 302 is
performed by a breathing rate module similar to or sub-
stantially the same as breathing rate module 111 (shown
in FIG. 1 and described above).
[0035] At an operation 304, a volume threshold is ad-
justed based on the determined breathing rate. In one
embodiment, operation 304 is performed by an adjust-
ment module similar to or substantially the same as ad-
justment module 112 (shown in FIG. 1 and described

above).
[0036] At an operation 306, the inspiratory volume of
a breath by the subject is monitored. In one embodiment,
operation 306 is performed by a monitoring module sim-
ilar to or substantially the same as monitoring module
113 (shown in FIG. 1 and described above).
[0037] At an operation 307, the inspiratory volume is
compared to the volume threshold to determine if the
inspiratory volume breaches the volume threshold. In one
embodiment, operation 307 is performed by a compari-
son module similar to or substantially the same as com-
parison module 114 (shown in FIG. 1 and described
above).
[0038] At an operation 308, responsive to the inspira-
tory volume breaching the volume threshold, the pres-
sure of the pressurized flow of breathable gas is tempo-
rarily decreased to assist expiration by the subject. In
one embodiment, operation 307 is performed by a control
module similar to or substantially the same as control
module 115 (shown in FIG. 1 and described above).
[0039] Details included herein are for the purpose of
illustration based on what is currently considered to be
the most practical and preferred embodiments, it is to be
understood that such detail is solely for that purpose and
that the scope of this specification is not limited to the
disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is intended
to cover modifications and equivalent arrangements that
are within the scope of the appended claims. For exam-
ple, it is to be understood that the present disclosure con-
templates that, to the extent possible, one or more fea-
tures of any embodiment can be combined with one or
more features of any other embodiment.

Claims

1. A system configured to control volume based respi-
ratory assistance of a subject, the subject having an
airway, the system comprising:

means (140) for generating a pressurized flow
of breathable gas for delivery to the airway of a
subject at an inspiratory pressure level during a
breath by the subject, wherein the breath has
inspiratory volume during an inspiratory phase
and expiratory volume during an expiratory
phase;
means (111) for determining a breathing rate of
the subject;
means (112) for adjusting a first volume thresh-
old based on the determined breathing rate;
means (113) for monitoring the inspiratory vol-
ume of the breath by the subject;
means (114) for comparing the inspiratory vol-
ume to the first volume threshold to determine
when the inspiratory volume of the breath
breaches the first volume threshold; and
means (115) for temporarily decreasing the
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pressure level of the pressurized flow of breath-
able gas from the inspiratory pressure level for
expiration by the subject, responsive to the in-
spiratory volume of the breath breaching the first
volume threshold.

2. The system of claim 1,
wherein the means for adjusting a first volume
threshold based on the determined breathing rate is
further configured for adjusting a second volume
threshold based on the determined breathing rate,
wherein the means for monitoring the inspiratory vol-
ume of the breath by the subject is further configured
for monitoring the expiratory volume of the breath by
the subject,
wherein the means for comparing the inspiratory vol-
ume of the breath by the subject to the first volume
threshold is further configured for comparing the ex-
piratory volume of the breath by the subject to the
second volume threshold to determine when the ex-
piratory volume of the breath breaches the second
volume threshold, and
wherein the means for temporarily decreasing the
pressure level of the pressurized flow of breathable
gas is further configured for returning the pressure
level of the pressurized flow of breathable gas to the
inspiratory level, responsive to the expiratory volume
of the breath breaching the second volume thresh-
old.

3. The system of claim 2, further comprising:

means for determining inspiration characteris-
tics and expiration characteristics; and
means for detecting respiratory events based
on the inspiration characteristics and expiration
characteristics.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the operation of the
means for adjusting a first volume threshold based
on the determined breathing rate includes is per-
formed based on an equation that represents an in-
verse relationship between breathing rate and tidal
volume for common breathing rates.

5. The system of claim 2, wherein the first volume
threshold is not higher than the second volume
threshold for common breathing rates.

6. The system of claims 1 to 3 where the means (140)
for generating a pressurized flow of breathable gas
is arranged to control one or more parameter of said
pressurized flow of breathable gas, wherein the one
or more parameter includes for example flow pres-
sure, flow humidity, flow velocity or flow acceleration.

7. The system of claims 1 to 3 where the means (140)
for generating a pressurized flow of breathable gas

is a positive airway pressure device, for example a
continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) device.

8. The system of claims 1 to 3 where the means (140)
for generating a pressurized flow of breathable gas
is a negative airway pressure device.

Patentansprüche

1. System, das zum Steuern der volumenbasierten
Atemhilfe eines Subjekts konfiguriert ist, wobei das
Subjekt einen Atemweg aufweist, wobei das System
umfasst:

Mittel (140) zum Erzeugen eines druckbeauf-
schlagten Stroms von atembarem Gas zur Ab-
gabe an den Atemweg eines Subjekts bei einem
Einatmungsdruckpegel während eines Atem-
zugs durch das Subjekt, wobei der Atem ein Ein-
atmungsvolumen während einer Einatmungs-
phase und ein Ausatmungsvolumen während
einer Ausatmungsphase aufweist;
Mittel (111) zum Bestimmen einer Atemfre-
quenz des Subjekts;
Mittel (112) zum Einstellen einer ersten Volu-
menschwelle basierend auf der bestimmten
Atemfrequenz;
Mittel (113) zum Überwachen des Einatmungs-
volumens des Atems durch das Subjekt;
Mittel (114) zum Vergleichen des Einatmungs-
volumens mit der ersten Volumenschwelle, um
zu bestimmen, wann das Einatmungsvolumen
des Atems die erste Volumenschwelle durch-
bricht; und
Mittel (115) zum zeitweiligen Verringern des
Druckpegels des druckbeaufschlagten Stroms
von atembarem Gas des Einatmungsdruckpe-
gels zum Ausatmen durch das Subjekt als Re-
aktion auf das Einatmungsvolumen des Atems,
das den ersten Volumenschwellenwert durch-
bricht.

2. System nach Anspruch 1,
wobei das Mittel zum Einstellen einer ersten Volu-
menschwelle basierend auf der bestimmten Atem-
frequenz weiter zum Einstellen einer zweiten Volu-
menschwelle basierend auf der bestimmten Atem-
frequenz konfiguriert ist,
wobei das Mittel zum Überwachen des Einatmungs-
volumens des Atems durch das Subjekt weiter zum
Überwachen des Ausatmungsvolumens des Atems
durch das Subjekt konfiguriert ist,
wobei das Mittel zum Vergleichen des Einatmungs-
volumens des Atems durch das Subjekt mit der ers-
ten Volumenschwelle weiter zum Vergleichen des
Ausatmungsvolumens des Atems durch das Subjekt
mit der zweiten Volumenschwelle zum Bestimmen
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konfiguriert ist, wann das Ausatmungsvolumen des
Atems die zweite Volumenschwelle durchbricht, und
wobei das Mittel zum zeitweiligen Verringern des
Druckpegels des druckbeaufschlagten Stroms von
atembarem Gas weiter zum Zurückführen des
Druckpegels des druckbeaufschlagten Stroms von
atembarem Gas auf den Einatmungspegel als Re-
aktion darauf konfiguriert ist, dass das Ausatmungs-
volumen des Atems die zweite Volumenschwelle
durchbricht.

3. System nach Anspruch 2, weiter umfassend:

Mittel zum Bestimmen von Einatmungseigen-
schaften und Ausatmungseigenschaften; und
Mittel zum Erkennen von Atmungsereignissen
basierend auf den Einatmungseigenschaften
und den Ausatmungseigenschaften.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Betrieb der Mit-
tel zum Einstellen einer ersten Volumenschwelle ba-
sierend auf der bestimmten Atmungsfrequenz ba-
sierend auf einer Gleichung durchgeführt wird, die
eine umgekehrte Beziehung zwischen Atmungsrate
und Tidalvolumen für herkömmliche Atemfrequen-
zen repräsentiert.

5. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei die erste Volumen-
schwelle nicht höher als die zweite Volumenschwel-
le für herkömmliche Atemfrequenzen ist.

6. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
das Mittel (140) zum Erzeugen eines druckbeauf-
schlagten Stroms aus atembarem Gas angeordnet
ist, um einen oder mehrere Parameter des druckbe-
aufschlagten Stroms aus atembarem Gas zu steu-
ern, wobei der eine oder die mehreren Parameter
zum Beispiel Strömungsdruck, Strömungsfeuchtig-
keit, Strömungsgeschwindigkeit oder Strömungsbe-
schleunigung aufweisen.

7. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
das Mittel (140) zum Erzeugen eines Stroms aus
atembarem Gas ein positives Atemwegdruckgerät
ist, zum Beispiel ein positives Atemwegdruck
(CPAP)-Gerät.

8. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
das Mittel (140) zum Erzeugen eines druckbeauf-
schlagten Stroms von atembarem Gas ein negatives
Atemwegdruckgerät ist.

Revendications

1. Système configuré pour commander une assistance
respiratoire par volume d’un sujet, le sujet ayant des
voies respiratoires, le système comprenant :

un moyen (140) pour générer un flux pressurisé
de gaz respirable à administrer aux voies respi-
ratoires d’un sujet à un niveau de pression ins-
piratoire pendant une respiration du sujet, dans
lequel la respiration a un volume inspiratoire
pendant une phase inspiratoire et un volume ex-
piratoire pendant une phase expiratoire ;
un moyen (111) pour déterminer un rythme de
respiration du sujet ;
un moyen (112) pour régler un premier seuil de
volume d’après le rythme de respiration
déterminé ;
un moyen (113) pour surveiller le volume inspi-
ratoire de la respiration par le sujet ;
un moyen (114) pour comparer le volume inspi-
ratoire au premier seuil de volume pour déter-
miner lorsque le volume inspiratoire de la respi-
ration transgresse le premier seuil de volume ; et
un moyen (115) pour diminuer temporairement
le niveau de pression du flux pressurisé de gaz
respirable par rapport au niveau de pression ins-
piratoire pour une expiration par le sujet, en ré-
ponse à la transgression par le volume inspira-
toire de la respiration du premier seuil de volu-
me.

2. Système selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le moyen pour régler un premier seuil
de volume d’après le rythme de respiration détermi-
né est en outre configuré pour régler un second seuil
de volume d’après le rythme de respiration détermi-
né,
dans lequel le moyen pour surveiller le volume ins-
piratoire de la respiration par le sujet est en outre
configuré pour surveiller le volume expiratoire de la
respiration par le sujet,
dans lequel le moyen pour comparer le volume ins-
piratoire de la respiration par le sujet au premier seuil
de volume est en outre configuré pour comparer le
volume expiratoire de la respiration par le sujet au
second seuil de volume pour déterminer lorsque le
volume expiratoire de la respiration transgresse le
second seuil de volume, et
dans lequel le moyen pour diminuer temporairement
le niveau de pression du flux pressurisé de gaz res-
pirable est en outre configuré pour ramener le niveau
de pression du flux pressurisé de gaz respiratoire au
niveau inspiratoire, en réponse à la transgression
par le volume expiratoire de la respiration du second
seuil de volume.

3. Système selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre :

un moyen pour déterminer des caractéristiques
d’inspiration et des caractéristiques
d’expiration ; et
un moyen pour détecter des événements respi-
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ratoires d’après les caractéristiques d’inspira-
tion et les caractéristiques d’expiration.

4. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
fonctionnement du moyen pour régler un premier
seuil de volume d’après le rythme de respiration dé-
terminé est réalisé d’après une équation qui repré-
sente une relation inverse entre rythme de respira-
tion et volume respiratoire pour des rythmes de res-
piration courants.

5. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le pre-
mier seuil de volume n’est pas supérieur au second
seuil de volume pour des rythmes de respiration cou-
rants.

6. Système selon les revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel
le moyen (140) pour générer un flux pressurisé de
gaz respirable est agencé pour commander un ou
plusieurs paramètres dudit flux pressurisé de gaz
respirable, dans lequel les un ou plusieurs paramè-
tres comportent par exemple pression de flux, humi-
dité de flux, vitesse de flux ou accélération de flux.

7. Système selon les revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel
le moyen (140) pour générer un flux pressurisé de
gaz respirable est un dispositif à pression positive
expiratoire, par exemple un dispositif à pression po-
sitive continue expiratoire (CPAP).

8. Système selon les revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel
le moyen (140) pour générer un flux pressurisé de
gaz respirable est un dispositif à pression négative
expiratoire.
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