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To all Luhon, it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, ANDREW J. PENNING 

TON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Meridian, in the county of Lauderdale and 
State of Mississippi, have invented a new and 
useful Mail-Bag Holder and Deliverer, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to means for deliv 

ering mail-bags to a passing train, and has 
for its object to provide an improved crane 
or holder for supporting a bag in position to 
be caught by the apparatus on the train. It 
is furthermore designed to insure the quick 
release of the bag without the possibility of 
the latter becoming caught in any portion of 
the holder and to permit of the bag being 
properly removed by a train approaching in 
either direction. Moreover, a further object 
is to throw the bag-supporting arms away 
from the moving train and to maintain the 
same in their inoperative positions during 
the passing of the train, so that the holder 
may not present any dangerous obstructions 
or projections in close proximity to the train 
after the bag has been removed. 
With these and other objects in view the 

present invention consists in the combination 
and arrangement of parts as will be herein 
after more fully described, shown in the ac 
companying drawings, and particularly point 
ed out in the appended claims, it being un 
derstood that changes in the form, propor 
tion, size, and minor details may be made 
Within the scope of the claims without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a mail-bag crane or holder embody 
ing the present invention. Fig. 2 is a top 
plan view of the head of the supporting 
standard. Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse sec 
tional view thereof. Fig. 4 is a detail side 
elevation showing the upper bag-supporting 
arm swung around to its reverse limit when 
not in use to support a bag. 

Like characters of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all of the figures of the 
drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a 
post or standard which is erected at a suit 
able distance to one side of a railroad-track 
and is designed for the support of the bag 

holding arms and coöperating parts of the 
device. At a suitable distance from the 
ground there is provided a fixed bracket 2, 
projecting toward the railway-track and pref 
erably formed from a single strap of metal 
bent intermediate of its ends, so as to snugly 
embrace the post or standard, to which it is 
secured by suitable fastenings 3. The oppo 
site end portions of the strap are projected 
substantially parallel toward the track, so as 
to form the opposite arms 4, and thereby pro 
vide a bifurcated bracket. Suitable inclined 
braces 5 extend from each arm. to the post. 
The lower bag-supporting arm 6 has its inner 
end received within the bifurcated portion. 
of the bracket, to which it is pivotally con 
nected by means of a transverse pivot-bolt 
7. At the outer free end of the bag-support 
ing arm there is provided a longitudinally 
projected pin or stem 8, and beneath the lat 
ter is a spring-finger 9, that has its inner end 
secured to the under side of the arm and its 
intermediate portion bowed downwardly, so 
that its free end may lie in frictional engage 
ment with the under side of the outer ex 
tremity of the pin. When the device is not 
in use, the lower arm 6 hangs downwardly 
from its pivotal connection with the post, as 
indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1. 
Upon the top of the post or standard there 

is provided a circular metallic head 10, hav 
ing a central pendent angle-bracket 11 to em 
brace a pair of adjacent sides of the standard, 
there being fastening-bolts 12 passed trans 
versely through each side of the bracket and 
the standard. This head is provided with a 
comparatively wide upstanding outer mar 
ginal flange 13 and a central upstanding boss 
or shoulder 14, which is provided with a cen 
tral vertical perforation extending through 
the head and also having its upper end flush 
with the upper face of the marginal flange. 
A flat circular plate 15 is rotatably sup 

ported upon the flange 13 and has a pendent 
marginal flange 16 to fit against the inner 
side of the flange on the head, and thereby 
prevent lateral displacement of the plate. 
For the pivotal connection of the plate and 
the head there is provided a pivot-bolt 17, 
which extends through the perforation in-the 
head and also centrally through the plate 
and is located midway between a pair of par 
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allel upstanding flanges or ribs 18, extending 
entirely across the central portion of the top 
of the plate. 
The upper bag-supporting arm 19 has its 

rear end portion snugly received between the 
ribs on the top of the rotatable plate, to which 
it is fixedly connected by means of suitable 
fastenings 20 and also by means of the pivot 
bolt 14, which also passes through the arm. 
This arm is provided at its outer free end 
with a pin or stem 21, and a bowed spring 
finger 22 is secured to the top of the arm and 
bears against the outer extremity of the pin 
Or stem. 

In applying an ordinary mail-bag 23 to the 
device the usual upper terminal ring 24 is 
slipped upon the stem or pin of the upper 
arm and beneath the spring -finger, after 
which the lower arm is swung upwardly and 
the lower ring 25 is applied to the pin of the 
lower arm, thereby supporting the bag in a 
vertical position adjacent to the railway 
track, as indicated in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 
It will now be apparent that a train approach 
ing in either direction may snatch the bag 
from the supporting-arms, the lower of which 
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drops downwardly out of the way as soon as 
the bag is removed, while the upper arm is 
swung around upon its pivotal support in the 
direction of the passing train, whereby both 
arms are thrown away from the track, and 
therefore do not present dangerous projec 
tions. 
In order that the swing of the upper arm 

may be limited, there is provided an edge 
projection or shoulder 26 upon the backpor 
tion of the fixed head and having a vertical 
perforation for the reception of a bolt 27, the 
upper end of which projects above the head 
and into the horizontal plane of the rotatable 
plate, and the arm is bent or offset down 
wardly at the marginal edge of the plate, as 
indicated at 28, so that said offset portion 
may swing into contact with the bolt or stop 
shoulder, and thereby prevent the arm from 
being swung entirely around. 
At substantially diametrically opposite 

points and alined transversely of the arm in 
its normal position are the vertical gravity 
dogs 29, which are pivoted to suitable lateral 
projections 30, carried by the head, and have 
their upper ends projected slightly above the 
head and into the path of the arm, which can 
swing freely rearwardly over either dog, but 
is interlocked there with against a return 
swing, so as to prevent the arm from being 
accidentally thrown back into its operative 
position by its impact with the stop-shoulder. 
An important feature of the present inven 

tion resides in the fact that the lower bag 
supporting arm has no lateral swinging mo 
tion, as such a motion would be dangerous 
to persons accidentally standing in the path 
thereof. The advantages of a swinging arm 
are retained by pivotally mounting the up 

per arm, which is at such a height to be 
above persons standing upon the ground. 
What is claimed is 
1. In a mail-bag holder and deliverer, the 

combination with a fixed standard, of a fixed 
head supported upon the top of the standard, 
and having an upstanding outer circular mar 
ginal flange, and a central upstanding per 
forate boss or shoulder, a plate rotatably sup 
ported upon the tops of the flange and the 
boss, and having a pendent marginal flange 
to fit the inner side of the flange of the head, 
a pivot-fastening passing through the perfo 
rate boss and the plate, and a bag-support 
ing arm fixedly secured to the rotatable 
plate. 

2. In a mail-bag holder and deliverer, the 
combination with a fixed standard, of a cir 
cular head fixed to the upper end thereof, 
and provided with a stop-shoulder projected 
from the marginal edge thereof and located 
at the back of the standard, a gravity-dog 
pivoted upon the marginal edge of the head 
and in advance of the stop-shoulder, and a 
radial bag-supporting arm pivoted to the cen 
ter of the top of the head and constructed to 
swing in a horizontal plane, across the head, 
there being an intermediate downwardly-off 
set portion formed in the arm adjacent to 
and overlapping the outer marginal edge of 
the circular head, the dog and the stop being 
located in the path of the shoulder formed by 
the offset portion of the arm. 

3. In a mail-bag holder and deliverer, the 
combination with a standard, of a circular 
head fixed to the top of the standard, and pro 
vided with a central perforate upstanding 
boss or shoulder, an outer upstanding mar 
ginal flange, a rear peripheral stop-shoulder, 
opposite gravity-dogs mounted upon the pe 
ripheral edge of the head, a circular rotata 
ble plate supported upon the boss and the 
flange, and having a pendent marginal flange 
fitting the inner side of the flange of the head, 
and also provided with a pair of parallel 
transverse ribs upon the top of the plate, a 
pivot-fastening passing through the perforate 
boss and the plate and located between the 
ribs thereof, and a bag-supporting arm hav 
ing its rear end portion snugly received be 
tween the ribs and fastened to the plate, the 
pivot-fastening also passing through the arm, 
and the latter having a downwardly-offset 
portion forming a lateral shoulder at the mar 
ginal edge of the head and arranged to travel 
over the dogs and contact with the stop 
shoulder. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

ANDREW J. PENNINGTON. 
Witnesses: 

J. J. BLANKS, 
W. R. PISTALE. 

75 

95 

OO 

Io5 

IIo 

I I5 

  


