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This invention, relates to a fastener which. 
has been perfected with special reference to 
its adaptability for use on sedans or other 
vehicles having closed bodies. |- 

5 The object of the invention is to provide 
• a device of the character described, which is 
of practical construction, and which may.be 
produced by machinery on a considerable 
Scale at a moderate cost. In its preferred 

10 form, 'the invention includes an improved 
buffer and cushioning device to preventrat 
tling, and this is associated with a latch mem 
ber and dog in a new and improved combi 
nation. N • 

15. The specific construction of the invention in its present form, together with its objects 
and advantages, will bemore particularlyde 
scribed in connection with the accompanying 
drawing illustrating the same. . . 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 illustrates the fastener as viewed 

from the outside of the door, the latter be 
ing omitted. . 

| Fig. 2 is a view looking from the bottom 
25 edge of Fig. 1, showing also the striker plate 

20 

and adjacent portions of the door and door 
frame. , • - 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of the edge of 
the door with the fastener mounted therein. 

Fig. 4 is a view looking at the edge of the 
door frame, with the striker plate and buffer 

| mounted thereon. • 
- As indicated in the drawing, the invention 
is especially adapted for use in connection 
with the door 5 of an automobile body6. The 
latch mechanism is mounted within a hous 
ing 7 formed of sheet metal with its outer 
edge portion turned, as at 8, adjacent the 
edge of the door andhaving a nose ordove 
tail 9 formed integral therewith. On the 
adjacent door jamb there is secureda striker 
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plate 10 formed at its inner end with lateral 
opposed recesses or pockets 11 in which are 
mounted buffers 12. These buffers are com 
posed of pliable rubber or similar material 
and the inner face of each buffer is covered 
by a metallic shell 13. The striker plate 10 ° 

- hasaraised portion 14, the opposite edges of 
which form shoulders or abutments adapted 

50 to be engaged by the metallic facings 13, 

thereby positively limiting the inward move 
ment of the buffers. The stop 14 is so ar 
ranged that, as the door closes, the nose 9 
will frictionally engage the facings 13 forc 
ing back the ends of the buffers so that the 55 
door will be held firmly without rattling. A. 
cover plate 15 is secured over the recesses 11 
and cooperates with the stop 14 to retain the 
buffers within the recesses in proper position 
to receive the nose or dovetail 9. The mid- 60 
dle portion of the cover plate 15 is cut away, 
as shown at: 16, to permit the dovetail to 
enter between the buffers. 
The housing 7 also has an extension 17 be 

hind the dovetail 9 and this extension is trav- 65 
ersed by a pivot pin 18 on which a latch mem 
ber 19 is pivoted. The outer portion of the 
latch member 19 terminates in a roundedend 
20 which, as the door closes, is adapted toen 
gage a safety notch 21 formed in the striker 70 
plate 10 and when the door is fully closed is 
adapted to engage a second notch 22 formed 
in the striker plate. The inner end of the 
latch member 19 is forked andcarries apivot 
pin 23 which engages a slot 24 in a shide bar 75 
25 mounted in a keeper 26 which is secured 
to the innerface of the housing 7. Connected 
to the slide bar:25 is a depending lug 27 which 
is connected to the housing by a spring 28. 
so arranged that it will normally hold the 80 
slide bar in retracted position with the end 
20 of the latch member projected. 
An upwardly projecting lug 29 is also se 

cured to the slide bar:25 and is engageable by - 
afinger 30 secured to a door handle shank 31 85 
which may be rocked by means of an out 
side handle 32 to un latch the door. The fin 
ger 30 has also a notched rearward projec 
tion or heel 33 engageable by the toe 34 go 
formed on the forwardend of a dog 35 which w 
is pivotally mounted on the housing 7 and is 
accessible from the inside of the car. This 
dog, when set in operative position, makes 
it impossible to unilatch the door from the 95 
outside. - 

Any, suitable means may be provided for 
operating the dog from the inside of the car. 
In the present construction the inside operat 
ing handle 36 is connected with a spindle 37 100 



* 25 and connected thereto by a lever arm 
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located beneath the rear end of the E bar 
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same and therebyunlatch the door, and buff 
ers in advance of the means engageable by 

From the foregoing description it will be the latch member and adapted to receive the seen that I have provided a practical Con 
struction, in which the dog and the anti-rat 
tler device are combined in such a manner 
that they may be economically manufactured 
and installed as a unit. The assembly is very 
simple and the various elements are always 
maintained in their correct relative positions. 
It is to be understood, however, that many 
modifications may be made in the construc 
tion and arrangement of various details with 
out departing from the scope of the inven 
tionas claimed. . . w 

What I claim is: 
1. In a door fastener, the combination with 

a housing adapted to be attached to the door, 
of a latch member intermediately pivoted in 
said housing, a striker plate engageable by 
one end of said latch member to hold the door 
closed, a member slidably mounted in said 
housing andhaving a pin and slot connection 
with the other end of said latch member, a 
spring acting on the slidable member tore 
tract the same and to hold the latch member 
normally in engagement with the striker 

end of said nose between them when the door 
is closed. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

signed my name to this specification: 
LEO THOMASTAIFFE. 

plate, a rockable door handle shank having a . • 
projecting lug engageable with the slidable 
member to advance the same and thereby un 
latch the door, said lug having a rearwardly 
and downwardly projecting heel, and a dog 
having a toe movable into positionto engage 
said heel and thereby prevent the unilatching 
of the door by the operation of the handle. 

2. In a door fastener, the combination with a housing adapted to be attached to a door, 
and formed with a nose projecting forwardly 
at the edge of the door, of a latch member 
pivoted within the base of the nose and pro 
E outwardly andrearwardly therefrom, a, Striker plate having. an abutment engage able by the rearwardly projectingend of said 

- latch member to hold the door closed, means for rocking said latch member to release the . 45 
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door, and buffers in advance of said abutment 
and adapted to receive the end of saidnose be 
tween them when the door is closed. 
3. In a door fastener tener, the combination with a housing adapted to be attached to a door - 
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! and formed with a nose projecting forwardly • . 

55. 

at the edge of the door, of a latchmember in termediately pivoted within the base of the 
nose and projecting outwardly and rear 
wardly therefrom, amember slidably mount ed in said housing andhaving a pin and slot 
connection with the front end of said latch 
member, a striker plate having. means en gageable by the rearwardly projecting end 
of said latch member to hold the door closed, 
a spring acting on the slidable member to 
hold the latch member normally in engage 
ment with the striker plate, a rockable door - handleshankhaving a projecting lugengage 
able with the slidablemember to advance the 
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