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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM M. PRESLER,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Adrian,in the county of Seneca and
State of Ohio,have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Metallic Fence-Posts,
of which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

My invention relates to a metallic fence-
post; and it consists in certain delails of con-
struction and combination of parts, which will
first be deseribed in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, and then pointed out
in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a post constructed in accordance with
myinvention asitappearswhenreadytobeset
in the ground. Fig.2isalsoafrontelevation.
showing the post as it appears when set in the
ground. Tig:3 is a front elevation of a panel
fence, in which the posts are shown in side
elevation.

In constructing my fence-post A, I take a
rod of iron or other suitable metal, which may
be either round, half-round, square, or other
desired shape in cross-section, and bend it into
the form of a staple, thus forming two paral-
lel bars a, united at the top and standing a
suitable distance apart, as seen in the draw-
ings. 1 then flatten the ends of the bars o to
increase the holding-surface, and sharpen
them by beveling them outward on the inner
side,as seen at b. Furthermore,lincline the
lower ends of the bars outward, as seen at ¢,
which outward inclination, together with the
outward bevel of the lower ends of the bars
a, cause them todiverge from each other when
the post is driven into the ground, as seen in
Fig. 2. This divergence of the bars would
not cease at the ground-line but would extend
to the top of the post,and thus destroy the
parallelism of the bars were no means used
to prevent it.

To preserve the parallelism of the bars o
and for otheruseful purposes which will pres-
ently appear, I employ a metallic loop or link
B, which I place loosely over the bars. In
driving the post this link rests on the ground,
as seen in the drawings; and serves to steady
the post while being driven, and at the same

time it prevents the bars from diverging above
the ground-line. Another very important
funection of the link will be apparent on re-
ferring to Fig. 3, which shows the weight of
the fence resting upon the links with a tend-
ency to force them down hard overthe diverg-
ing portions of the post, so that the greater
the weight upon the links the tighter they
drawon the bars,and consequently the firmer

the post is fixed in the ground. Thelink also.

serves to a great extent to prevent lateral
movement of the post in the ground.

My post is well suited for a board fence
made in panels, as seen in Fig. 3, in which
case the ends of the boards of the respective
panels overlap in the post; or it may be used
to great advantage in rail fences, which will
be straight, the ends of the rails resting on
top of each other between the bars of the post
in an obvious manner. In using my post in
the building of wirve fence my idea is to se-
cure the wires to the edges of narrow strips
of board, and secure the strips.in position by
first placing the posts over them and then
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driving the posts into the ground. - Asiron -

fences are usually made in panels, it is obvious
that my post can be used with them.

In driving the post into the ground (using
an'ordinary maul for the purpose) I first place
a pieceof plank or scantling between its bars
a, filling the space fully for from two to two
and a half feet above the link. While the
post is being driven its bars will pass down
freely through the link, and as their lower
ends are bent outward they will gradually
curve outward more and more the farther they
sink into the earth. If the post were to be
driven without the space between 'its bars
having been filled, as above .described, the
parallelism of the bars would be destroyed,
for inasmuch as the link would act in the man-
ner of a fuleruni the tendency of the bars
would be toward each other at some point
above the link with a consequent outward
bulging at other points.

I am aware that staple-shaped fence-posts,
per se,are not new; but I amnot awareof the
existence prior to my invention of a staple-
shaped post whose bars were bent outward at
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their lower ends and encireled by avertically-
sliding link, whereby withoutthe employment
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of a spreading-block or other kindred device
the said ends of the bars would be caused to
spread apart while the post was being driven
without affecting the parallelism of the bars
above the ground-line.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is

1. A fence-post constricted of a metallie
rod bent into staple shape forming two paral-
lel bars standing a suitable distance apart for
the purpose set forth, the lower ends of which
aresharpened and bentoutwardly,in combina-
tion with a vertically-sliding link encireling
said bars and designed to rest on or near the
ground when the post is set, substantially as
described.

2. A fence-post constructed of a metallic
rod bent into staple shape forming two paral-
lel bars standing a suitable distance apart for
the purpose set forth, the lower portions of
which are bent outwardlyand beveled on their
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inner sides outwardly to their ends, in com-
bination with a vertically-sliding link encir-
cling said bars and designed to rest on ornear
the ground when the post is set,substantially
as desecribed. '

3. A fence-post coustiucted of . a metallic
rod bent into staple shape forming two paral-
lel bars standing a suitable distance apart for
the purpose set forth, the lower portions of
which are bent outwardly and beveled on their
inner sides outwardly to their ends, which are
flattened, in combination with a vertically-
sliding link encireling said bars and designed
to rest on or near the ground when the post
is set, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM M. PRESLER.

Witnesses:
M. A. SMALLEY,
T T.. ITOPKINS.
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