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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cuarres W. Hacnr-
MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Champaign, in the county of Champaign
and State of llinois, have 1nvented certain
new and useful Improvements in Wall-Racks
for Clothes, of which the following is a
specification.

The invention relates to clothes racks, on
which may be hung for the purpose of dry-
ing and the like various articles of clothing,
towels, napkins, ete.

Such devices are commonly used in the
laundry rooms or kitchens of homes and are
also adapted to be used in any places whers
it is desired to hang articles of clothing for
the purpose of drying.

The invention is particularly adapted for
use with clothes racks of the type to be
adapted to be supported on the wall of a
building. It is the primary object of the
invention to provide certain new and useful
improvements in the construction of wall
clothes racks by which a plurality of radial
clothes bars may be supported in an extend-

ed and comparatively rigid relation to.their

supporting means by which they are secured
to the building wall, said means at the same
time permitting the radial clothes bars to be
radially folded in umbrella style to occupy a
relatively small amount of space when said
clothes bars are folded and not desired to be
used. '

It is a further object of the invention to
provide an improved wall clothes rack of
simple construction, that is at the same time
efficient, but can be made with small expenss.
Other objects of the invention will appear
from the following description which is
directed to the preferred embodiment of the
invention reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming also a part of
the specification.

In the said drawings Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of my improved wall rack
with the radial bars 1n an extended or oper-
ative position ready to receive articles to be
hung thereon. :

Tig. 2 is a sectional view of the device of
Tig. 1 showing details of construction of the
radial bar supporting device and showing
also the manner of attaching same to the
wall of the room in which it is te be used as

a permanent fixture. This view when taken

In_ conjunction with the sectional view
shown in Fig. 3 discloses the important fea-
ture of the invention by which the clothes
bars when in an operative and extended re-
lation are locked against Iooseness and vi-
bration in their supporting socket, the lat-
ter being taken on sectional line 3—38 of Fig.
2 looking in the direction indicated by the
arrows,

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view similar
to Fig. 2 showing the radial bars in their
folded or inoperable position.

In constructing the rack embodying the
features of the invention I preferably em-
ploy a cylindrical stick of wood as indicated
by the reference character 10, although ob-
viously, ocher materials may be used.  This

part 10 should be long enough to furnish

separated parts for fastening the clothes
rack to the wall or other vertical supporting
means In a secure manner at at least two
points, as for example the screws 11 and 12,
the former passing through a hole néar the
upper extremity of the member 10, and the
latter through a hole near the lower end
thereof, both screws being long enough to
extend into and secure the device to the ad-
jacent wall as indicated -by the reference
character 13. In ordinary practice the mem-
ber 10 may be given a length anywhere be-
tween twelve and sixteen inches, although
obviously any desired dimensions may be
employed.
folding the clothes bars it is desirable that

the member 16 shall be free between its ex-

tremities from the wall to permit the secur-
ing means for the inner extremities of the
clothes bars to slide freely along the same.
To conveniently support the member 10 and
aid in spacing 1t from the wall or other sup-
porting means as indicated by the reference
character 13, Figs. 2 to 4 inclusive, I provide
the block 14 which is secured to the slightly
reduced lower end of the eylindrical mem-
ber 10 by any suitable fastening means as
indicated by the reference character 15,

In order to allow freedom- in-
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which in this case is & metallic pin or nail.

At the upper extremity of the member 10 is
located the combined radial bar supporting
device and spacing device for the vertical
member 10, the same being indicated gener-
ally by the reference character 16. This is
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made preferably of a sheet metal stamping
in the general form of a flanged semi-cir-
cumferential member or spider having a hub
portion or thimble 16* adapted to closely
surround the upper end of the cylindrical
wood member 10, and being secured thereto
by resting flush on the upper wall screw 11,
and having its walls pressed inwardly into
the wood of member 10 as indicated at 16* by

a suitable tool. The hub portion 16* might

be formed integrally with the body of the
supporting spider 16 although I prefer to
make it as shown in the drawings of a sep-
arate piece of stamping pressed into a fixed
relation with the hub flange 16°, which is in-
tegral with the material of the spider 16.
The spider 16 is preferably a little more
than a semi-circumference in order to form
a projecting ledge as indicated at 16° to en-

gage the wall 13 and space the upper end of

the supporting member 10 apart from the

wall 13 as in the case of the support 14 for.

_ the lower extremity thereof. The curved
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outer periphery of the metallic spider or
bracket 16 is provided with a depending

~ flange 16? and the material of the bracket 16
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is cut away radially for a short distance in

the body of the bracket and in the flange 16

adjacent the periphery of the bracket to af-
ford a plurality of openings as indicated at
16e. The clothes bars which are preferably
of wood although not necessarily in order to
combine the requisite degree of lightness
with strength and designated by the refer-
ence character 17 each extending radially
through the slotted openings 16° in the spi-
der or tracket 16 and being provided near
their inner extremities with suitable per-
forations through which are passed a flexi-
ble metallic binding cord or link as indi-
cated by the reference character 18.

In order to secure the benefits of my in-
vention it is desirable that the ring or bind-
ing member 18 upon which each of the
clothes bars are journaled shall be flexible
and for this purpose I prefer that this mem-

ber shall be of a good grade of soft steel.

 wire nnited at its extremities by a suitable
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metallic binder as indicated at 19 with the
extremities of the wire 18 passing through
the binder 19 and being deflected outwardly
as indicated at 18° to insure firm connection.

I am aware that it has heretofore been
proposed to unite the ends of radial clothes
bars by metallic rings of non-flexible charac-
ter, but I have discovered that I can use a
flexible binding device in connection with

- ‘my improved foldable radial bars and at the
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same time secure a degree of firmness in the
extended bars. not hitherto obtainable. I
obtain this result by reason of the fact that
I place the supporting wall screw 11 some
distance below the normal plane of the main

‘ body of the flexible binding device 18 when

1,367,607

the radial bars 17 are in an extended posi-
tion. This results in the looseness of the
binding device 18 being completely taken up
Ly engaging the underside of the screw 11 as
indicated in Figs. 2 and 8 with the result
that this flexible member is drawn taut
when the flexible metallic binding device is
of proper length so that the inner end of all

the clothes bars are held in rigid engage-

ment against the hub flanged portion 16° of
the spider or bracket 16, with the result that
the radial bars ave all held relatively firm in
the spider like the spokes of a wheel and the
tautness of -the metallic binding device is
increased upon the hanging of clothes or
other articles upon the bars or any increase
of the weight supported thereby for the
reason that the central cylindrical or hub
member 16¢ is of a variable diameter in-
creasing upwardly toward the plate 16 so
that the application of weight upon the bars
outside of the bracket tends to force the in-
ner ends of the bars upwardly and hence
outwardly increasing the tautness of the
flexible binding device by reason of this
tendency to force the ends of the bars longi-
tudinally as well as to render the flexible
binding more taut as the ends of the bars
move upwardly since the position of the
screw 11 beneath which the metallic binder
is Iooped is fixed in relation to the support-
ing means and the cylindrical member 10
and the bracket 16. ‘

The construction is such that it will be
seen that when it is desired to fold the
clothes bars their outer ends may be lifted
upwardly and the flexible metallic binder
connecting their inner extremities will allow
the inner ends of the bars to traverse down-
wardly along the cylindrical supporting bar
10 to the position Indicated in Fig. 4 where
the bars are folded in a convenient manner
out of the way so that the device will occupy
a comparatively small amount of space upon
the wall, v o

Tt will be apparent that my improved bar
supporting means and bar tightening means
may be embodied in various modifications
without departing from the purpose and
spirit of the invention, and it is not desired
to be limited to the details herein set forth.

T claim: e ; R

The combination in a wall rack for clothes
and the like, of a substantially vertical
member, means for securing said member to

‘the wall with a portion thereof spaced apart

from the wall, a bracket secured to the
member, provided with radially arranged
openings, a plurality of clothes rods in said
openings, a flexible. metallic member loosely
surrounding the said vertical member, and
loosely connected with the inner extremities
of each of said clothes rods, and means for

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

rendering said connecting means taut when -
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said clothes rods are in radially extended
position in the bracket and supporting a
load, comprising a metallic fastening device
passing through the body of the vertical
5 member below the plane of the said rods

when in extended position, whereby the said .

fastening device may perform the additional

function of holding the flexible metallic
member taut as well as securing the vertical
member to its support. 10
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification on this 23d day of
March, A. D. 1918,
CHARLES W. HAGERMAN.



