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to all whom it may concern. 
Be. it known that I, JosEPH. D. SULsoNA, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of New York, borough of Man 
hatta), in the county and State of New 
York, have invented a new and Improved 
Taximeter Control, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to a new and im 

proved attachment for taxicabs, whereby the 
taximeter thereon may be controlled so that 
the chauffeur cannot conveniently operate 
the taxicab without recording the distance 
traveled when the saxicab is occupied by a 
passenger. 
An object of this invention is to provide 

means brought into play by the entrance of 
a passenger into a taxicab, whereby an alarm 
will continuously sound until the controlling 
arm or flag of the taximeter has been thrown, 
to record the distance traveled by the vehicle 

2s, 

and which may be readily attached to any 

30 

while occupied by the passenger. - 
- A further object of this invention is to 

provide a device which will be simple in 
construction and positive, in its operation, 
taxicab already in use. 
These and further objects, together with 

the construction and combination of parts, 
will be more fully described hereinafter and 
particularly set forth in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this specifi 
cation, in which similar character's of refer 
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ence indicate corresponding parts in all the 
views, and in which 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary view in side 
elevation, of a taxicab with my device at 
tached thereto, parts being broken away to 
show the underlying structure in section; 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary top plan view, 
partly in section, of the movable members 
for forming a closed circuit; and Fig. 3 is 
a side view in elevation, of the taximeter, 
showing the arrangement of the contacts 
thereon. 

Referring more particularly to the sepa 

rate parts of the device, 1 indicates a taxicab 
or other similar vehicle, which may be of 
any structure suitable for carrying passen 
gers. Connected to the taxicab 1 in any well 
known manner, there is provided a taxi 
meter 2, which is of a type adapted to regis 
ter the distance traveled by the vehicle, and 
may also register the fare charged for the 
distance. 
Inasmuch as it is the purpose of this in: vention to start an alarm when a passenger 

enters the vehicle, there is connected to the 
vehicle in any well known manner a pair of 
contacts 4 and 5, normally held out of con 
tact by means of Springs 6 and 7 engaged 
between the relatively movable members 8 
and 9 which carry the contacts 4 and 5. 
These contacts 4 and 5 may be carried by 
any suitable part of the vehicle, such as the 
seat, the floor, or even the door, so as to be 
operated by a passenger carried by the 
vehicle. 
In this form, I have shown a pair of the 

members 8, in the form of doors, hinged to 
the floor of the vehicle, within the same, and 
have provided a pair of contacts 4 to engage 
with a single elongated contact 5, so that a 
positive electrical connection will be made, 
no matter from which side of the vehicle the 
passenger enters. 
nected by means of a suitable electrical con 
ductor, such as a wire 10 to an arcuate con 
tact hember 11 Secured in juxtaposition to 
the taximeter 2 in any well known manner. 

The contacts 4 are con 
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The contact member 5 is connected by means 
of a suitable electrical connection, such as a 
wire 12, to one terminal of a suitable source 
of electricity, indicated by a battery 13. The 
opposite terminal of the battery 13 is con 
nected by an electrical conductor 14 to one 
terminal of a suitable alarm 15. This alarm 
15 is preferably in the form of a double bell 
having one portion 16 thereof extending 
within the vehicle, so that the passengers 
will be annoyed by the ringing thereof, and 
another portion 17 extending outside of the 
vehicle, so that the chauffeur and persons 
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af; ind they'rhicle will be notified when the 
aiarii is solided. The other terminal of the 
alarm i5 is coathecied by means of an elec 
trical conductor i8, to a contact 19 juxta 

3 posed to the arcuate contact i in such a 
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inaniie as to be intimately in coitact there 
with when the taximeter 2 is not registering. 

In the form shown, I have attached the 
contact member it to a flag arm 20, which is used in many types of taximeter to control 
the operation of the taximeter. However, 
the contact members may be entirely con 
cealed within the taximeter and out of reach 
of the chauffeur, or may be Qaa, part separate 
from the taximeter and connected thereto in 
any suitable manner, so that the throwing of . 
the taximeter into and out of registering 
condition will break and make the connec 
tion between the contacts. 

In order that the contact members 4 and 
5 may be positively held in engagement 
after having once having been brought in 
intimate contact, the movable members 8 
are provided with notches or openings 21, 
which are so positioned that they will be 
readily engaged by the beveled ends 22 on a 
forked latch arm 23 when depressed in such 
a condition that the contact members 4 are 
in engagement. The arm 23 is pivotally 
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connected to a lever 24, which is normally 
urged in such a manner by a spring 25, that 
the ends 22 will be normally in a receptive 
position to engage the openings 21. . 
The lever 24 has connected to its opposite 

end a push-rod 26, which is juxtaposed to 
the chauffeur's seat, indicated at 27, so that it can be readily operated by the chauffeur 
to permit the contact members 4 and 5 to 
spread apart when the passenger has left 
the taxicab, so that he can throw the taxi 
meter 2 out of operation without the bell 15 
ringing. The control for the latch 23, how 
ever, can be placed in any other suitable, 
position, convenient for either the chauffeur 
or the passenger to release the same on the 
exit of the passenger from the taxicab. 
The operation of the device will be readily 

understood when taken in connection with 
the above description. The passenger, on 
entering the taxicab, brings one or more of 
the sets of contact members 4 and 5 into 
engagement with each other by the actua 
tion of one or more of the members 8, which, 
although shown in the form of a door in 
the floor of the car, may be connected to 
the seat or the door of the taxicab. When 
this occurs, the circuit is completed 
through the source of electricity 13 and the 

60 
alarm 15, as long as the contacts it and 19 
are in engagement; and as these contacts 11 
and 19 are So positioned, they will be sep 
arated only when the taximeter is placed 
in its registering condition, as by throwing 
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the ringing and take his number. 

the fiag lever 20 from the position idi 
cated by the full lines in Fig. 3 to the posi 
tion indicated in dotted lines. . 

Inasmuch as the alarm projects both 
within and without the cab, it will notify 
both the passenger and the chauffeur that 
the faximeter is not registering, and the an 
noyance of the same will cause the passen 
ger to notify the chauffeur; and further, the 
chauffeur personally will be afraid that 
some inspector of the company will hear 

The 
chauffeur will therefore be obliged to throw 
the taximeter into its registering condition, 
to avoid his probable discharge, and this 
revent the company from being robbed of 

the fares which the vehicle has earned. 
When the passenger has left the vehicle, 

the chauffeur can readily release the mem 
bers 8 by forcing the push rod 26 inwardly 
against the tension of the spring 25, and 
thereby permit him to throw the taximeter 
out of its registering condition, and thereby 
have the taxicab in a conditign ready to re 
ceive another passenger. 
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While I have shown the connecting wires 
in a diagrammatic form, preferably intend 
to conceal or incase them in suitable metallic 
tubing, or protect them in any other way 
from being tampered with by the chauffeur. 
While I have shown one embodiment of 

my invention, I do not wish to be limited to 
the specific form or details disclosed therein, 
but desire to be protected in various 
changes, modifications, or alterations which 
i may make within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. For example, in place of 
an audible signal, I may use a visible signal, 
or a combination of the two. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent:- 

1. The combination with a vehicle, of a 
registering device connected to said vehicle, 
an alarm connected to said vehicle, means 
for controlling said alarm, adapted to be 
brought into play by the entrance of a pas 
senger into said vehicle, said means in 
cluding platforms, a bifurcated lock 
adapted to secure said platforms, a lever for 
operating said lock, a push-rod extending to 
the front of Said vehicle, adapted to operate 
said lever, and means, for controlling said 
alarm, connected to said registering device. 

2. The combination with a vehicle, of a 
registering device connected to said vehicle, 
an alarm connected to said vehicle, a plu 
rality of hinged platforms movably mount 
ed in said vehicle, adapted to be operated by 
the entrance of a passenger into said vehi 
cle, a contact on each of Said platforms, con 
tacts on said vehicle disposed in opposition 
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to said contacts on said platforms, means 
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for keeping said contacts on said platforms contacts, a lever for operating said lock, 
out of contact with said contacts on said ve- and a push-rod extending in front of said 
hicle, a source of electricity, electrical con- vehicle, for operating said lever. 
nections connecting said contacts, said In testimony whereof I have signed my 

5 source of electricity, said alarm and said name to this specification in the presence of 15 
registering device in series, means on said two Subscribing witnesses. registering device for making and break- JOSEPH. D. SULSONA. 
ing said electrical connections, a bifurcated Witnesses: lock for securing said platforms in a posi- HoRATIO WHITING, 

10 tion corresponding to the connection of said PHILIP D. RoLLHAUS; 


