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UNITED STATES PATENT OKFFICE.

HENRY J. JACOBS, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK.

BED OR BOX COUCH.

No. 929,855.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexwy J. Jacoss, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Bed or Box Couches, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates more particularly

‘to bed couches of that type which comprise

a box couch having an upholstered cover or
top which is adapted to codperate with a
bed bottom section normally concealed with-
in the couch box to form a wide bed.

The primary object of the invention is to
produce a desirable bed couch of this sort
of simple construction in which the cover
can be shifted from its normal position, in
which it forms the top or cover of the box,
to a position in which it projects over one
side of the box, and the bed bottom section
can be shifted from its novmmal position in
the box to a position en top of the box be-
side the cover and projecting to the oppo-
site side of the box so as to form with the
cover a wide bed.

Other- objects of the invention are to
mount the cover and bed bottom sections so
that they can be easily shifted to convert
the couch into the bed, and vice versa, and
otherwise improve couch beds of this sort
in the respects hereinafter deseribed and set
forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, consist-
ing of three sheets: Figure 1 is a transverse
sectional elevation of a bed couch embody-
ing the invention, the parts being opened to
form a bed. Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof,
portions of the upholstering being broken
away to disclose the underlying parts. Fig.
3 is a transverse sectional elevation thereof
showing the cover raised and bed bottom
section folded into the box. Iig.4isasimi-
lar view, showing the cover closed. Figs. 5
and 6 are views similar to Figs. 3 and 4, re-
spectively, of a modified construction.

Lilke letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures.

A represents the couch box or body, and
B the cover or top thereof. The box is of
the usual rectangular shape and may be of
any suitable construction. - The cover, which
normally rests on the box and forms the top
of the couch, as shown in Fig. 4, preferably
comprises a rectangular wooden frame o
corresponding in dimensions with the box,
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and upholstering consisting of the usual
spring work 2 and a padded covering or
cushion 0%

In the construction shown in Figs. 1-4,
the cover B is movably connected to the box
by links or levers C C which are suitably
pivoted at their lower ends to the insides of
the ends of the box and ave connected to the
opposite ends of a rod or shaft ¢ which ex-
tends lengthwise of the cover B and is se-
cured to the bottom thereof in suitable bear-
ings ¢’.

D D represent springs each of which is
connected at opposite ends to the upper end
of one of the links C which extends above
the connecting rod, and the front bar of the
cover frame. The links C are adapted to
swing about their pivetal connections with
the box, and the cover to swing on its con-
nection with the links so that the cover can

Jbe thrown upwardly and rearwardly from

its horizontal position over the box, as shown
in Fig. 4, to the inclined position shown in
Fig. 3, and then lowered to the horizontal
position shown in Fig. 1, in which it over-
hangs or projects laterally from one side of
the box. The springs D D are strained
somewhat when the cover is in the normal
position on the box, and first contract and
are then stretched farther as the cover is
raised, so that they tend to counterbalance
the weight of the cover, making it easier to
raigse the same, and they retain the cover in
the raised position. They are also strained
in lowering the cover from the inclined po-
sition to the horizontal position on the side
of the box, and assist in raising the cover
from this position.

E represents a bed bottom section or frame
which 1s upholstered like the cover B, but is
of somewhat smaller dimensions, adapting
it to oceupy a positien in the box A. This
bed bottom section is movably mounted so
that it can be raised out of the box and sup-
ported on tep thereof beside the cover B to
form with the latter a wide bed. In the con-
struction shown in Figs. 1-4, the bed bottom
section is mounted on four parallel swinging
links F, each consisting of an inverted U-
shaped rod pivoted to the bottom of the box
and underside of the bed bottom section I
by hinges f. To convert the couch into the
bed the cover B is raised to the inclined po-
sition shown in Fig. 3, the bed bottom sec-
tion E swung upon the links from its normal
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position in the box to the position on top
of the box, shown in Fig. 1, and the cover
is then lowered to a horizontal position on
the box beside the bed bottom section I.
The inner edges of the cover and bed section
are then locked together by bolts G, or
catches of any suitable sort; on one part and
adapted to be engaged with the other part.
When secured in this position the cover
overhangs or projects laterally to one side
of the box and the bed section overhangs or
projects laterally a substantially like dis:
tance to the other side of the box so that the
box occupies a position substantially cen-
trally between the sides of the open bed bot-
tom, as shown in Fig. 1, and forms a stable
support for the same, and no legs or ad-
ditional supports for either the cover or bed
section are required.

Means of different construction can be
employed for movably connecting the cover
B and bed section E to the box and adapt-
ing them to be shifted to the different posi-
tions above explained for converting the
couch into the bed. For example, Figs. 5
and 6 illustrate a construction in which the
bed section E is pivoted at each end to the
upperendsof swinging links Apivoted at their
lower ends to the end of the box A, while the
cover B is pivoted at each end to the upper
ends of links ¢ and ¢, the lower end of the
link ¢ being pivoted to the end of the box,
and the other link <" being jointed and piv-
oted at its lower end to the lower link 4 for
the bed section. The cover can be raised
from the horizontal position over the box,
shown in Fig. 6, to the inclined position
shown in Fig. 5, and held up by the straight-
ened jointed links ¢’, thus permitting the
bed section ¥ to be raised out of the box to
the horizontal position on top of the box,
indicated by broken lines in Iig. 5. In Iift-
ing the bed section E the cover will swing
downwardly on its connections with the
links 4, and the jointed links 4" are free to

bend and allow the cover to settle to the hori-

zontal position on top of the box beside the
bed section I, as indicated by broken lines
in Fig. 5. In this construction, as in the
one first described, when the ceuch is con-
verted into the bed, the cover and bed section
project substantially like distances beyond
the opposite sides of the box so that the

- weight of the bed bottom is nicely balanced
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on the box.

T claim as my invention:

1. In a bed couch, the combination of a
body, a cover therefor which normally occu-
pies a position over said body, a bed bottom
section which normally occupies a position
in said body beneath said cover, and means
which movably connect said cover and bed
section to the body and adapt the same to be

- moved in opposite directions from their nor-

mal positions to positions in which they are

929,855

supported side by side on said body and pro-
ject outwardly beyond the opposite sides of
said body, substantially as set forth.

9. In a bed couch, the combination of a
box or body, a cover therefor, a bed bottom
section, swinging links connecting said cover
to said box for moving the cover from a po-
sition over the box to a position in which it
projects for a portion of its width laterally
outward beyond one side of the box, swing-
ing links connecting said bed bottom section
to said box for moving said bed bottom sec-
tion from a position within the box to a posi-
tion in which it is supported beside said
cover and projects for a portion of its width
laterally outward beyond the other side of
said box, and means for retaining said cover
and bed bottom section in said projected po-
sitions, substantially as set forth.

3. In a bed couch, the combination of a
box or body, an upholstered cover: therefor,
an upholstered bed bottom section, means
connecting said cover to said box for moving
the cover from a position over the box to a
position in which 1t projects for a portion of
its width laterally beyond one side of the
box, and means connecting said bed bottom
section to said box for moving said bed bot-
tom section from a positien within the box
to a position in which 1t is supported beside
said cover and projects for a portion of its
width laterally beyond the other side of said
box, substantially as set forth. :

4. In a bed couch, the combination of ‘a
box or body, an upholstered cover therefor,
an upholstered bed bottom section, means
connecting said cover to said box for moving
the cover from a position over the box to a
position in which it rests on the box and pro-

jects for a portion of its width laterally be- |
Py

yond one side of the box, means connecting
said bed bottom section to said box for mov-
ing said bed bottom section from a position
within the box to a position in which it rvests
on the box beside saxd cover and projects for
a portion of its width laterally beyond the
cther side of said box, and means for con-
necting said cover.and bed bottom section to
rvetain them in their projected positions, sub-
stantially as set forth.

5. In a bed couch, the combination of a
box oi* body, a cover therefor, a bed bottom
section, swinging links connecting said cover
to said box for moving the cover from a po-
sition over the box to an inclined raised posi-
tion at one side of the box and to a hori-
zontal position.in which it projects for s
portion of its width laterally beyond one
side of the box, means for temporarily re-
taining said cover in said raised meclined po-
sition, swinging links comnecting said bed
bottom section to said box for moving said
bed bottom section from a position within
the box to a position in which it is supported
beside said cover and projects for a portion
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of its width laterally beyond the other side
of said box, and means for retaining said
cover and bed bottom section in said pro-
jected positions, substantially as set forth.
6. In a bed couch, the combination of a
box or body, a cover therefor, a bed bottom
section, swinging links pivoted to the oppo-
site ends of said cover and to the opposite
ends of said box for moving said cover from
a position over said box to a position in
which it rests on and projects laterally be-
yond one side of said box, and parallel links
pivoted to said box and to said bed bottom

8

section for moving said bed bottom section
from a position within said box to a position
in which it rests on the box and projects
laterally beyond the opposite side of said
box, and releasable means for connecting the
adjacent sides of said cover and bed bottom
section, substantially as set forth.

Witness my hand, this 26th day of June,

1908.
HENRY J. JACOBS.
Witnesses:
' Aveusr Becker,
M. G. GILBERT.
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