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To all whom it may concern: P 
Be it known that I, HENRY JAMES BICKLE, 

of the village of Gladstone, in the county of 
Westbourne and Province of Manitoba, Can 

5 ada, have invented a certain new and Im proved Harness-Snap, of which the following 
is a specification. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple, cheap and effective snap for harness 
Io and other purposes, and it consists, of a link 

shaped shank with an opening for the pas 
sage of a connecting link and having a groove 
on its interior surface to receive a similarly 
shaped spring adapted to move longitudinally 

I5 within the groove in the shank and act as a 
latch across the opening, substantially as here 
infter more particularly explained. 

Figures 1 and 2, are views of my improved 
snap in which the openings are made sub 

2o stantially in the centers of the shanks. Figs. 
3, and 4, are views of my improved snap with 
the openings at the end of the snap near the 
strap buckle. 
In the drawings I show only two styles of 

25 harness snaps made in accordance with my 
invention, but it will be understood that va 
rious other styles might easily be adopted to 
look differently and yet be within the scope 
of the invention. 
A, is a link-shaped shank connected to or 

forming part of the strap buckle B. In Figs. 
1 and 2, the opening C, is made substantially 
in the center of the shank, while in Figs. 3 
and 4, it is made at the end near the buckle. 

35 A groove a, is made in the interior surface of 
the shank A, into which groove the spring or 
sliding latch D, is fitted and is longitudinally 
adjustable therein so that the opening C, may 
be opened as shown in Fig. 1, or closed as 

4o shown in Fig. 2, by the adjustment of the 
said latch or spring. 
In order to hold the sliding latch or spring 

D, from falling out when the snap is made as 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4, Iform a heel E, which 

45 acts as a butt against which the sliding latch 
or spring D, butts when opened as shown in 

Fig. 3, the formation of the shank A, when 
made as shown in Figs, 1 and 2, being such 
that its end acts as a butt instead of the 
heel E. 
Among the advantages of my improved 

latch I may mention that as the latch has 
only sufficient spring to hold it wherever it is 
set in the groove and is never subjected to 
great strain in the act of coupling, the sna 
is practically indestructible. It is also very 
easily operated and when adjusted, is per 
fectly safe. 
The mode of attaching and detaching is so 

extremely simple that the snap may be oper 
ated by any one even when wearing heavy 
mitts. As the latch moves freely longitudi 
nally in the groove, it will cut out any ice 
that may accumulate therein and which would 
retard the movement of the latch. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. A link-shaped shank provided with an 

opening for the passage of a connecting link 
and having its interior surface grooved, in 
combination with a link-shaped latch also 
having an opening therein, adapted to coin 
cide with the opening in the shank when open, 
said latch being of one piece of spring metal 

So 
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and arranged to slide in said groove and close 
the opening in the shank and to be held in 
any desired position in said grooveby its own 
resiliency, substantially as described. 

2. A link-shaped shank provided with an 
opening for the passage of a connecting link, 
and having a groove in its interior surface, a 
spring latch Working in said groove and ar 
ranged to close the opening in the shank, and 
a heel projecting from said shank against 
which the latch abuts, substantially as de 
scribed. 

Gladstone, county of Westbourne, May 26, 
1893. 

HENRY JAMES BICKLE. 
In presence of 

GEO. CLAXTON, 
ALLAN GOULD. 
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