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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ANTON KRZAN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

BOX.

1,018,490,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Anton Krzaw, a sub-
ject of the Emperor of Austria-Hungary,
residing at Chicago, in the county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Boxes, of
which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawing.

This invention relates to boxes, and the
object of the invention is to provide a box
with a secret lock, which prevents the lid
of the box being opened by unscrupulous
persons.

My invention aims to provide a box-or re-
ceptacle that can be advantageously used
for the housing of valuables, and in con-
nection with the lid of the box there is a
lock that does not require a key or detach-
able actuating device. The lock is eoncealed
and cannot be tampered with.

The invention will be hereinafter spe-
cifically described and then claimed, and
reference will now be had to the drawings,
wherein like numerals of reference desig-
nate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, in which i —

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the box
with the lid partially opened. Fig. 2 is a
plan of the box partly broken away. Fig.
3 is a longitudinal sectienal view of the
same. Iig. 4 is an enlarged transverse ver-
tical sectional view of a part of the rear end
of the box body and the 1id sections showirg
the locking disk shifted to position to per-
mit shifting of the box lid to open position.

A box in accordance with this invention
comprises a rectangular wood or metal body

‘1 which is provided with a large rectangu-

lar recess 2 adapted to be lined with felt or
other material 3. The lined recess 2 is
adapted to receive the matter to be in-
closed by the box, and the forward end of

the body 1 is provided with a central verti- .

cal dove-tail tongue 4 the object of which
will presently appear. The rear wall of
the box is of a greater thickness than the
front wall and is provided with a vertical
screw 5 having a head 6. —

Movably mounted upon the upper edges
of the body 1 is 4 lid, comprising three sec-
tions, a bottom section 7, an intermediate
section 8, and a top section 9, the sections 7,
8 and 9 being glued together.

The section 8 is flush at its forward end
with the forward ends of the sections 7
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and 9, and said section 8 is of less length
than either of the other sections thereby
providing the rear end of the 1lid with a
pocket 12 to provide clearance and permit
the movement of a pivoted releasing mem-
ber or slide 13. The normal position of
the member or slide 13 is such that its rear
end will be flush with the rear end of the
box, and its longitudinal side edges flush
with the sides of the box and the sides of
the lid.

The section 7 near its rear end is formed
with a longltudinally extending slot 10 and
such section 7 in its upper face near its rear

end is also provided with a circular recess

11 the slot 10 being made through the bot-
tom of said recess. _
posite sides of the recess 11, the walls of the
recess are formed with inclines 112, see Figs.
2 and 4, so that said recess longitudinally
of the member 7 has a diameter greater
than the diameter of the recess transversely
of said member 7, for a purpose as will here-
inafter more fully appear. The length of
the slot 10 is substantially equal to that of
the greatest diameter of the recess 11.
Registering with the recess 11 is a some-
what oval-shaped recess 14 formed in the
lower face of the slide 18 near the rear of
the latter. The length of the recess 14 is
substantially equal to that of the greatest
diameter of the recess 11 but the width of
such recess 14 is less than the greatest di-
ameter of the recess 11. Snugly engaging
with the walls of the recess 14 and of a
thickness so as to extend into the recess 11
is a locking disk 16, which is of a somewhat
elliptical or oval-shaped contour as shown in
Fig. 2, conforming to the contour of the re-
cess 14. )

The screw 5 extends through the slide 13,
through an opening 15 in the slide 13,
through an opening provided therefor in
the disk 16, and through the slot 10 and en-
gages in the box body as shown in Figs. 8
and 4. The head 6 of the screw is received
in a recess 17 formed in the lower face of
the section 9 near the rear thereof. The re-
cess 17 and slot 10 in connection with the
size of the recess 11 with respect to the disk
16 enable the longitudinal shifting of the
lid to open and close the same when the
slide 13 and disk 16 have been adjusted
when the slide is shifted. Normally the
disk 16 extends longitudinally with respect
to the lid but when shifted by the slide
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-5 as is obvious.

2

to extend transversely with respect to the
lid, the latter can be moved longitudinally
to open or close the same as will be more
fully described in the operation. The slide
18 is pivotally connected with the body 1
of the box through the medium of the screw
The forward ends of the
sections 7 and 8 are cut-away to provide a
dove-tailed socket 18 for the reception of
the tongue and when said tongue 4 is posi-
tioned in the socket 18 the disk 16 extends
longitudinally with respect to the lid, and

_.the latter cannot be shifted longitudinally
" or swung upon its pivot, the latter being the

15

screw 5. It will be assumed that the ele-
ments of the 1id are in the position as shown
in longitudinal section in Fig. 3 and as illus-

. trated in full lines in Fig. 2. The lid is
““locked when the parts are in the position
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as stated.
To open the 1id, the slide 13 is shifted to
the dotted line position shown in Fig. 2

which may be accomplished by pressing in-
‘wardly on the shorter longitudinal edge of

said slide sufficient to project the corner 13*
of the slide far enough beyond the opposite
side of the box to permit of the same being

~engaged by the fingers so that said slide can

be easily swung around to said dotted line
position. The slide in its movement carries
the disk 16 therewith, by reason of said disk
being somewhat elliptical in contour as
shown in Fig. 2, and the recess 14 conform-
ing in contour substantially to that of the
disk. As the slide and disk are moved as
above described, the ends of the disk engage
on the inclines 11* at opposite sides of the
recess 11, and the disk is elevated as it is
turned until it lies wholly within the recess
14 with its lower edge flush with the upper
face of member 7, as shown in Fig. 4. With
the disk in this position, clear of the recess
11, the lid can be pushed bodily toward the
rear end of the box, the screw 5 riding in
the slot 10 and the head 6 of the screw rid-
ing in recess 17. Where the lid has been
pushed rearward sufficiently far to disen-
gage the tongue 4 from the socket 18 in the
front end of the lid, the latter may then be
swung around to either side of the box body,
the screw 6 acting as the pivot for the lid in
such swinging movement. -

When it is desired to again close the box
and lock the lid, the latter comprising mem-
bers 7, 8 and 9 is returned to position over
the box with the socket 18 alining with
tongue 4. Said members can then be shoved
toward the forward end of the box so as to
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engage the tongue 4 in the socket 18, the
screw 5 again riding in slot 10 and the head
6 of the screw again riding in recess 14.
The slide 13 is then returned to its position
between members 7 and 9 of the lid, and in
this return movement carries the disk 16
with it so that said disk is again positioned
to drop into the recess 11 and lock the lid.

What T claim is:—

1. A box comprising a body-portion, a
lid having one end provided with a pocket,
a recess, and a slot communicating with the
recess, a pivot for the lid extending through
said slot, recess and pocket, a slide mounted
in said pocket and through which extends
said pivot, a disk carried by the slide and
extending in said recess, the size of said re-
cess with respect to said disk being such as
to permit of the lid shifting longitudinally
when the disk is swung a quarter revolution
within said recess, and means engaging with
said lid to prevent shifting of the latter un-
til the disk has been swung a quarter revo-
lution.

9. A box comprising a body-portion, a
lid mounted thereon and having one end
provided with a pocket, a recess, and a lon-
gitudinal slot communicating with said re-
cess, a pivot for the lid extending through
said slot, recess and pocket, shiftable means
mounted in said pocket and through which
said pivot extends and adapted when shifted
in one direction to permit of moving the lid
longitudinally to released position, and
means engaging with the lid to prevent
moving of the lid to open position until the
means within the pocket has been shifted.

3. A box comprising a body, a lid pro-
vided with a longitudinal slot and a recess
at one end, a pivot for the lid extending
through said slot and recess, a slide mount-
ed upon said pivot and arranged within
said Tid and provided with a locking ele-
ment extending in said recess, said element
capable of being shifted to permit of the
lid being moved longitudinally upon its
pivot, and means engaging with the lid to
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prevent the swinging thereof upon its pivot .

until longitudinal movement of the lid is
had by shifting said element in one direc-
tion.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

ANTON KRZAN.
‘Witnesses:

T. DusEN,
Huco MANOLLER.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.”
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