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This invention relates to an improved flexi-
ble pocket receptacle adapted to carry bills,

cards and the like and commonly known as a.

bill fold. _ o :

An object of the invention is to provide a
bill fold with improved provisions for rela-
tive longitudinal movement between the in-

5

ner and outer walls of the bill receiving com- .
partment, whereby when the bill fold is.

10 doubled or otherwise folded upon itself to fit
the pocket, it will fold into substantially flat,
- compact form even. when a number of bills
are in said compartment, without buckling
or irregular folding of the flexible material
15 particularly with respect to said inner wall.
Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved bill fold which can be made
up from a single piece of flexible material
folded in an improved way and interlocked
20 in folded relation without stitching. -
The attainment of these objects separately
“or together results in an improved bill fold
structure of small bulk. - ,
Other objects and advantages will appear
+ 25 in the following description and will be point-
ed out in the appended claims. C.
The invention Wﬁl be disclosed with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in
. which :— L
30 Fig. 1 is a plan view of the blank from
which one form of a bill fold embodying the
invention, is made; .- ’ :
- TFigs. 2 and 3 are views showing successive
.. stages in the positioning of the bill fold walls
86 and locking tabs of the blank shown in Fig. 1;
- Fig. 4 is an enlarged elevational view show-
ing the locking tabs in position to hold the
walls in pocket forming relation;. =
bill fold

- Fig. 5 1s a perspective view of the
wk.n folded along the line 6—6 of Fig. 4;
Fig. .6 is an enlarged cross sectional view
- taken on the line 6—6 of Fig. 4; :
"~ Fig. 7 is an enlargéd fragmentary eleva-
" tional view showing a detail of construction;
Figs. 8 and 9 are full size fragmentary end
elevational views showing the bill fold closed
and open, respectively; - - - . )
‘Fg.101s a plan view of a blank from which
anotner form. of bill fold, embodying the in-
‘vention, is made;- '

40
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Fig. 11 is an enlarged elevational view
showing the completely formed bill fold, as
madde up from the blank shown in Fig. 10;
an '

Figs. 12 and 18.are top plan and elevational
views of the bill fold, when folded to fit the
pocket. _ '

Referring to these drawings; the bill fold
may be and desirably is made up from a sin-
gle piece of suitable material, such as leather
or the like, cut out and slotted in the form

shown in Figs. 1 or 10. Considering the

blank shown 1n Fig. 1, the sections of the bill
“ fold are positioned by successive folding op-
erations followed finally with simple tab
tucking operations which interlock certain
sections and maintain all the folded sections
in folded relation. The first folding opera-
tion on the blank causes the sections to take
the positions as shown in Fig. 2. At the end
of the second folding operation, the sections
occupy the positions shown in Fig. 8. The
article shown in Fig. 3 is then by two folding
operations and four tab tucking operations
converted into the finished form shown in
Fig. 4. :

The blank shown in Fig. 1, includes an -
outer wall section 10, of an area slightly
larger than that of one of the bills to be car-
ried and an inner wall section 11, somewhat
smaller in length and width than the outer-
wall section for a special purpose which will

s

60

(1]
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appear.. The sections. 10 and 11 are disposed

in parallel but spaced relation and the adja-
cent side edges of each wall section 10 and 11
are connected by two intervening flap sections
or tabs 12 of a width about equal to the width
of the outer wall section 10. The flap sections
12 are laterally spaced,—an opening 13 being
cut'out of the blank for this purpose. The
opening 13 is preferably trapezoidal in shape
so that the adjacent end edges of the flap
sections 12 diverge away from their hinge.
line connection 14 with the outer wall 10
and toward the hinge line connection 15 with
the inner wall 11. The opposite end edges
of flap sections 12 lie parallel with the cor-
responding ends of the outer wall section 10

85
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. but, preferably somewhat nearer together. -
Connected to the ends. of the outer wall sec- 100
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tion 10 by a hinge line connection 16 are end
flaps 17 each having upper and lower tabs 18
and 19, respectively, adapted for insertion in
slits 20 and 21, respectively, formed in the'
flap sections

91, through. which they are respectively
passed, and each is connected to the body of
flap 17 by

can move laterally back and forth therein.

~ This will be clear from Fig. 7.
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- bringi
with the flap sections 12. . The tabs 18 and 19

.55

_insertion or removal of bills.

- and. 21, thus interlocking the

. The blank is preferably scored élon‘g the

lines 14, 15 and 16, or otherwise formed so -

that the blank readily folds along these lines.

The end edges 23 of the innér wall section-

11 preferably diverge away from the hinge
line connection 18. :

The sections of the blank, above described,
are positioned
ing manner. The inner wall section 11 is
first folded along the line 15 up, over and
upon the flap sections 12, being superposed
thereon as shown in Fig. 2. The next step 1s
to carry these superposed sections up over
and upon the outer wall section 10, the flaps

12 folding along the hinge line connection 14,
The sections then occupy the positions shown

in Fig. 3,—the inner wall 11 being super-
posed on and contiguous with the outer wall
10 and being connected therewith solely by

the flaps 12. These flaps, aside from the flex-
jble connecting function, just alluded to, form

in cooperation with the inner wall 11 pockets
93’ on the outside of the inner wall 11 for
the reception of cards and the like, Except
for this additional result flaps 12 could be
made of smaller area. The next step is to
secure the folded sections in foldell relation

‘and at the same time close the otherwise open

ends of the continuous bill compartment 24

" formed between the walls 10 and 11 as. well
as the otherwise open ends of the pockets 23",

While this object may, according to some fea-
tures .of the invention, be accomplished in
any suitable manner, it is prefera ly accom-
glished, as shown, by

the flaps into Superposed relation
are then inserted in their .resgective slits 20
and thereby holding

tioned, as in
for use.

shown in open position in Fig. 4 ready for the
‘When not in
use, the bill fold may be folded along a cen-
tral transverse line of fold 25 so that one

" half thereof is superposed upon the other as

shown in Fig. 5, the folded article being of -

- such size and shape as to be conveniently car-

85

ried in the pocket. If it.is desired to qmit

12. The length of the tabs 18-
_and 19 is greater than that of the slits 20 and

a narrow neck, such as 22. These-
- narrow necks ride in the slits so that they

into a bill fold in the follow-

. tively to

, folding over the end-
aps 17 along the hinge liné connections 16,

aps 12 and 17-
the various sections in.

folded relation. The sedtions are then posi-.
Fig: 4, and the bill fold is ready

e completé bill fold in form for use, is

1,741,009

the extra pockets formed by flaps 12 with the
inner wall 11 such flaps and flaps 17 may be
made. with the sole purpose of interlocking
and to close the bottom and ends of the bill
compartment just enough to prevent the bills
from falling out. . :

- In folding the bill fold from: open to closed
position as used, the inner wall 11 necessarily

hias to bend about a smaller radius than the

outer wall and the difference in these radii in-

creases as the compartment 24 is filled with
bills. This will be readily apparent from

Fig. 8. Now, unleés provision is made for
relative longitudinal shifting movement be-
tween the inner.and outer walls, the inner
‘wall must necessarily buckle near its central
portion and this buckling of the inner wall

- prevents the bill fold, when closed; from

lying in smooth flat and compact form.
I am aware that provision has been made
beretofore to take care of this crampirg ac-

. tion between the inner and outer walls of
bill folds as, for example, that shown in

British patent to ‘Brooks No. 103,416. But

the provision made according to the present.

invention consists in a distinetly better pro-
vision for the purpose in view. |

. The bill fold construction herein described
in characterized by peculiar provisions for

the relative-shifting of the inner and: outer

walls when the bill fold is moved from open
to closed position and vice versa.. The inner
wall is free from a direct.connection with the
outer wall and is connected thereto solely by

~ a flexible connection comprising the flaps 12.

The flaps 12, it is true, also have a flexible
connection with the outer ‘wall by means of

‘the flaps 17. This connection between flaps

12 and 17, however, is of a loose nature so that
flaps 12, particularly near their upper edges
can move longitudinally back and forth rela-
flaps 17. ' For example, either flap
4) can be pushed outwardly until
end of its slit 20 abuts the adjacent
17 or until

12 (Fig.
the mner
part of the narrow tab 22 on fla

an outer end edge of flap 12 abuts the end.

closure of the bill.fold defined by the hinge
line 16. Said outer end edges of flaps 12 are
cut bick from the corresponding ends of outer
wall 10 sufficiently to permit this freedom of
movement of flaps 12. The inner wall 11,

while attached to flaps 12 at its upper edge’

70
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and necessarily moving therewith at such lo-

cation, is free from these flaps along its lower
edge and can move longitudinally back and
forth relatively thereto. This is permitted

and 11°is a flexible one, consisting of the flaps
12, which can warp: or twist somewhat and
enable enough movementiof wall 11 relatively

120

‘because the connection between the walls 10 -

125

to wall 10 for the stated purpose: For ex-

ample, one can grasp the member 11 near
its upper edge and shift it back and forth
relatively to the outer wall 10 over an appre-
ciable distance without noticeably. warping

130
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the bill fold. In so doing, the flaps 12 move
with the inner wall 11 near the upper ends
since freedom for this movement is permitted
by the slits 20. Obviously, these flaps 12 can-

g bot, at their lower edges, move longitudinall
relatively to the outer wall 10 to which they
. are fastened but they do nevertheless yield
enough for the function but without appre-
ciably distorting the bill fold.” The flaps 12,
10 s member 11 is moved back and forth seem
to pivot at their outer lower corners and their
lower edges can, if examined closely, be.seen
to roll up or down somewhat accordingly as
the member 11 is pushed outwardly or in-

45 wardly. This. rolling action of the lower
" edges of flaps 12 increases progressively from

the pivot points at the outer corners to the
inner lower corners, :
‘When the bill fold is moved from open to
g0 closed position, the central line of fold 25
of inner wall 11 remains substantially sta-
tionary and the inner wall 11 pushes out-
wardly in opposite ‘directions relatively to
the outer wall 10, or stated more accurately,
- g5 the outer wall actually moves in sliding rela-
- tion to the inner wall.:- The relative action
between the walls is analogous to that ahove
descrjbed where member 11 was pushed out-
wardly toward an énd wall of the bill fold hy
30 hand. When the bill fold is again opened, the
member 11 slidés in relatively to the outer
wall, or to put it another way, the latter slides

,outwardly on the inner wall. -The relative

- positions of the inner and outer walls, when

35 the bill fold is closed and opened, are shown

full size in Figs. 8 and 9, respectively. From

- these' figures 1t will be seen that the outer

wall has a considerable shifting movement

relatively ‘to the inner wall, amply sufficient

40 to avoid buckling, bunching, crinkling or ir-

regular folding of the inner wall when the bill

fold is doubled upon itself into closed -or
pocket carrying position.

In the event that it is desired to fold the

45 bill fold into more than two sections, an ad-

ditional connecting flap between the outer-

and inner walls is provided for each addi-
tional section désired. For example, if the
_bill fold is to be folded into three sections
50 an additional flap 30 (Figs. 10 and -11) is
" provided to-connect the central portion of the
Tower edge of the outer wall to the:corre-
spording portion of the upper edge of the
inner wall*and the flaps 12’ are reduced in

55 width and modified slightly in shape, as -

- . shown, with the object of making the several
‘flaps 12" and '30-define in an approximate:

- . way the several sections into which the bill
" fold is to be folded. The flap 30 is spaced
60 from the adjacent flaps 12" so that the bill
- fold will naturally fold along lines which ex-
“tend through the spaces between these flaps.”

_ One.particular way of accomplishing the

. object just set forth'is shown in Figs. 10
65 to 12. The blank is shown in Fig. 10 and

it is formed in the same general manner as -

that shown in Fig. 1 and corresponding parts
are designated by the same reference nu-
merals primed. The flaps 12” have been
made narrower to permit- the addition of
flap 80 and at the same time leave spaces 31
between flap 30 and the adjacent flaps 12,
The construction is otherwise similar to that
of Fig. 1 and the blank is folded in the same
manner to produge the bill fold shown in Fig.
11. " The completed bill fold may be folded
along the lines 82, which pass through spaces
81, into the form shown in Figs. 12 and 13,
thus resulting in three superposed sections.
instead of two as heretofore. )
The ‘provision of flap 30 makes possible
the provision of an additional pocket, if de-
sired. A strip 33 is superposed on the back
of flap 30 and stuck thereto along three edges
as indicated at 34, thereby affording a pocket
between the parts 30 and 33. - Such pocket

may be used for an automobile registration -
or membership card which may be rendered

visible while in the pocket by a transparent
section 35 provided in flap 30.

The bill fold, just described, embodies the
same provisions for relative longitudinal

movement between its outer and inner walls
as that shown in Fig 4. The action is essen-
tially the same except that there is snubstan-
tially no relative longitudinal movement be-
tween the inner and outer walls at their cen-
tral portions over an area commensurate

- 80

0.

with and defined by the flap 30. When the .

.end portions of ‘the bill fold are folded over
upon' the central portion, the end portions

of the outer wall push outwardly in oppo-

‘site directions, starting from-locations de-

fined by the side edges of flap 80. - Otherwise,
the action is the same as that already de-
scribed. . o E .

. Aside from the important advantage, re-

109

03

Iating to provisions for relative longitudi-.

nal movement between the inner and outer
walls of.the bill fold, which follows from
the improved constructions disclosed, the in-
vention affords desirable manufacturing ad--
vantages adapting it to quantity production
at low unit cost. Either form of blank can

be formed at and by one single stamping

operation, in which the lines of fold may
also be suitably defined.  Having tlie blanks

11

ns

thus formed, the only other necessary labor .

is for folding the sections and interlocking
them to form thie finished bill fold; all of
which may be accomplished expeditiously by
relatively unskilled labor inasmuch as the op-
erations are so simple. - It may be desirable

_to score the fold lines apart from the stamp--

_Thus, I have pro

fold which not only: possesses important ad-
vantages from the point of view of the manu- -
facturer but also possesses advantages which
are important from the user’s point of view

ing operation. _ v
yvided an improved bill

123

139
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in_dsmixch as the ‘rbilll fold, even when filled
with many bills, is adapted to fold into com-

- paratively flat, smooth and compact form,

adapting it to be comfortably carried in the

- pocket by very simple means.

That feature of the invention relating to

_ the one piece construction of the bill fold,

* tion is concerned. That is to say, that fea--

while' desirable and important by reason of
the manufacturing advantages .incident
thereto, is not necessarily essential in so. far
as the other distinctive feature of the inven-

ture characterized by an arrangement which
permits relative longitudinal shifting of the
inner and outer walls, does not depend on

the one.piece construction although that is

- now thought the best and most desirable form.

23

L]
[

The same action would be obtained at least to
a substantial degree if the various sections
were not integral and were fastened together

by other means. Either feature of the in-

vention may be used independently of the

other and, when so used, some of the advan-_

tages pointed out heréin will be obtained. A
structure. utilizing. either .of these -features

- or. both  together is considered within the

29

D]
wt

. them a bill receiving compartment, flexible .

- 40

scope of the invention. - . - o
~ The invention has been disclosed herein, in
‘an-embodiment at present preferred, but the
scope of the invention is defined by the ap-
pended claims rather than by the foregoing

description. _ . )
“WhatIclaimisy - - - . - .
1. A bill fold, having flexible outer-wall
forming means and flexible inner-wall. form-
ing means, the walls thus formed being sub-
stantially rectangular and affording between

means connecting one side edge of the first

‘named means to. the ‘opposite. and non-adja-

" cent side edge of the second named means

69

]

and closing a portion of the bottom of said.

compartment, and flexible means connecting

-the first and third named means and closing

the ends of said compartment. o
.~ 9. A bill fold, made up from flexible ma-

terial and having outer and inuer walls con-
_nected by flaps which extend from one side .

edee of one ‘wall to the opposite and non-
adjacent side edge of the other wall, and end

“flaps connecting the first named flaps and-

outer wall.and permitting limited. longi-
tudinal shifting of the first _named‘-‘-_ »ﬁa’ps

‘relatively to the outer ‘wall.

3. A bill fold, comprising, outer and in-

‘ner walls defining the bill compartment, flexi- -

ble means connected.to one side edge. of the
outer wall and to the opposite and non-ad-
jacent side édge of the inner wall and form-

‘ing a sufficient closure for the bottom of said
_compartment-to prevent escape of the con-
ténts thereof, and flexible means connecting.
- the first naimed means and outer wall and

g

the ends of said compartment. -

“wall and closing the ends

bill_'_fpld, comprising, outer and in-:

1,741,009 .

ner walls defining the bill compartment, flexi-
ble means connected to one side edge.of the
outer wall and. to the opposite and non-ad-
jacent side edge of the mner wall and sub-
stantially closing the bottom of said com-
partment, and flexible means connecting the
first named means and outer wall-and clos-

"ing the ends of said compartment, the con-

nection afforded by said last named means
permitting limited longitudinal movement of
the first named- means and- said inner wall
relatively to the outer wall. - .

5. A bill fold, comprising, outer and in-
ner walls, end and intermediate flaps ar-
ranged in longitudinally spaced relation and
each connected to one side edge of the outer

"wall and to the. opposite and non-adjacent
and end flaps for

side edge of the inner wall,
connecting the outer wall to said first named
end flaps. - - - Lo
6. A bill fold, comprising, outer and.in-
ner ‘walls, end and. intermediate -flaps ar-

F

(£

80

85

ranged in longitudinally spaced relation and -

each connected to one side edge of the outer

‘wall and extending over the outer surface”

80

of the inner-yall and-connected to thé op-"

same, and end flaps for connecting the outer :

‘wall to said first named end flaps, the con-

nection between said first: named and-last
named
longitudinal shifting movement between the
same. S . .

7. A bill fold comprising, outer:ard inner

“walls of flexible material-of an area substan-.

end flaps permitting limited relative’ "

. posite: and non-adjacent side edge of the -

85

100

tially commensurate with that of a bill to be” .

carried, flaps of flexible material serving to
connect said outer and inner walls and fold-
ably connected in longitudinally spaced rela-
ton to the lower edge of the outer wall and

extending over the outer surface of the inner:

105

“

wall and - foldably connected to the upper - -

‘edge of the same, and flexible flaps for con-

neéting the first named flaps and the outer
of the bill com-
partment formed between said outer and in-
ner walls. ) '

110

© 8. A bill fold comprismg, outer and ini;ef

walls of flexible material of an area Substan-
tially commensurate with that of a bill to be

115

carried, flaps of flexible material for con- -

“necting the outer and inner walls together,

said flaps being foldably connected in longi-
tudinally spaced relation to the lower edge of

surface of the inner wall and foldably con-
nected to the upper edge. of the same, and
flexible flaps for connecting the first named
flaps and the outer wall and closing the ends .

‘the outer wall and extending over the outer 120-

of thebill compartment formed between said 125

outer and inner walls, said last named con-

‘mection permitting relative longitudinal

movemertit between the connected parts.”
9: A bill fold comprising, outer and inner

walls of flexible material of an ares substan- 130 .
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tially commensurate with that of a bill to be
carried, flaps of -flexible material foldably
connected in longitudinally spaced relation
to the lower edge of the outer wall and ex-
tending over the outer surface of the inner
wall ‘and foldably connected to the upper
edge of the same, said flaps serving as the
connection between the outer and inner wall§
and permitting relative longitudinal move-
ment between the same, and flexible flaps fold-
ably connected to the ends of the outer wall
section and overlapping the first named flap
sections and connected thereto.

10. A bill fold comprising, outer and in-
ner walls of flexible material of an area sub-
stantially commensurate with that of a -bill
to be carried, flaps of flexible material serv-
ing as the only connections between said
outer and inner walls and foldably connected
in longitudinally spaced relation to the lower
edge of the outer wall and extending over
the outer surface of the inner wall and fold-
ably connected to the upper edge of tne same,
and flexible flaps foldably connected to the
ends of the outer wall section and overlap-
ping certain of the first named flap sections,

" and interlocking means provided on sald over-

30

lapped flap sections for connecting them to-
gether with freedom for limited relative
longitudinal shifting movement.

11. A one piece hill fold made up from a

" blank of flexible material having an outer

35

wall section, flap sections foldably connected
at longitudinally spaced points to one side
edge of said outer wall section, an inner wall

section foldably connected to the free ends of

said flap sections, end flap sections foldably

- connected one to each end of said outer wall

40

45

50

section, said inner wall section adapted to be
folded in superposed relation upon the first
named flap sections, and the latter with the
inner wall section superposed thereon adapt-
ed to be folded into superposed relation with

the outer wall section to bring the inner and:

outer wall sections in contiguous relation, said
end flap sections adapted to be folded inward-
ly over the first named sections and connected
thereto. : I

12. A one piece bill fold made up froma--

blank of flexible material having an outer
wall section substantially commensurate in
area with that of a bill to be carried, flap sec-

~ tions of a height substantially equal to that of

55

the outer wall section foldably connected at
longitudinally spaced points to one side edge
of said outer wall section, an inner wall sec-
tion of a height not greater than that of said

flap sections foldably connected to the free -

ends of said flap sections, end flap sections
foldably connected one to each end of said
outer. wall section, said -inner wall section

- adapted to be folded in superposed relation

65

“upon the first named flap sections, and the lat-

ter with the inner wall section superposed
thereon adapted to be folded into superposed

5

rélation with the outer wall section to bring
the inner:and outer wall séctions in con-

-tiguous relation, said end flap sections adgpt-

ed to be folded inwardly over the first named
sections, and interlocking means provided on
the end flap and first named flap sections for
detachably holding them together and per-
mitting relative longitudinal shifting move-
ment therebetween.

13. A complete bill fold made from one
piece of flexible material comprising, inner
and outer walls connected solely by integral
flaps some of which are directly connected to
both walls and some of which are directly
connected to only one wall, said last men-
tioned flaps being slidably connected to the
first mentioned flaps by tab and slot connec-
tions, all constructed and arranged for rela-
tive movements of the inner and outer walls

-permitted by the flexibility of the flaps con-

necting them.. o -
© 14. A bill fold comprising, an outer wall

and a superposed inner wall, a pair of flaps

70

75

gy

connecting one edge of the inner and one edge -

of the outer wall and arranged parallel to said
walls, and end flaps on one of said walls slid-
ably interlocked with the first mentioned
flaps,.all of said walls and flaps being adapted
to lie parallel with each other when the bill
fold is open and except for the fold in the
walls to lie parallel with.each other when the
bill fold is closéd, the connection of said walls
by said flaps permitting simple folding of the
walls without cramping them or the flaps.

15. A complete bill fold made from one’

piece of flexible material, comprising, outer
and inner walls, flaps connecting said walls
and extending from one side edge of one wall
to the opposite and non-adjacent side edge of
the other wall, and means connecting each end

of the outer wall to the outer end of the ad- .

jacent flap.’ _

- 16. A bill feld, having flexible outer-wall
forming means and flexible inner-wall form-
ing means, the walls thus formed being sub-
stantially rectangular and affording between
them a bill receiving compartment, flexible
means connecting one side edge of the first
named means to the opposite and non-ad-
jacent side edge of the second named means

and closing a portion-of the bottom of said.

compartment, and means connecting the ends
of the first and third named means for clos-
ing the ends of said compartment. .

In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature. T T
-~ WARNER R. BUXTON. -
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