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1 Claim. (C. 2-211) 

This invention relates to new and useful improve 
ments in skirts and skirt constructions. 
More particularly, the present invention proposes the 

construction of an improved convertible skirt, straight 
and flared which can easily and simply be converted to 
or from a straight or pencil skirt to a full or flared skirt. 
As a further object, the present invention proposes 

forming the skirt with spaced vertical inverted pleats 
having slide fastener closures which will close the pleats 
when the sider is moved downward and will open the 
pleats when the slider is moved upwardly. 

Still further, the present invention proposes construct 
ing the pleats so that the slide fastener elements and 
slider are concealed when the pleats are closed and are 
inconspicuous when the pleats are open. 

For further comprehension of the invention, and of 
the objects and advantages thereof, reference will be 
had to the following description and accompanying draw 
ings, and to the appended claim in which the various 
novel features of the invention are more particularly 
set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: 

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a skirt constructed 
and arranged in accordance with the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a front view of the skirt shown in Fig. 1 
with the pleats closed. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the skirt 
showing one of the closed pleats. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but showing the 
pleat substantially fully open. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on line 6-6 of Fig. 4. 
Referring more particularly to the drawings, the con 

vertible skirt, straight and flared, is designated generally 
by the reference numeral 15. 

Skirt 15 can be worn with a blouse or waist or with a 
sweater or in any manner in which conventional skirts 
are WOt. 

Skirt 15 has two or more spaced vertical inverted 
pleats 16 which may be box pleats or side seam pleats. 

Each pleat 16 has folded forward edge portions 17 
and i8, a backing portion 9, slide fastener tapes 20 
and 21 with slide fastener elements 22 and 23 and a 
slider 24. The tapes and fastener elements extend from 
the waist to the hip area of the skirt. 
Forward edge portions 17 and 18 have rearwardly dis 

posed edges 25 and 26, respectively, and backing por 
tion 19 has side edges 27 and 28. Tape 20 has the 
slide fastener elements 22 secured to one edge 29 and 
the other edge 30 of the tape is secured by stitches 31 
between rearwardly disposed edge 25 of the forward 
edge portion 17 and side edge 27 of backing portion 19. 
The stitches 31 also secure the rearward disposed edge 
25 of the forward edge portion 17 to the side edge 27 
of backing portion 19. 
Tape 21 has slide fastener elements 23 secured to one 

edge 32 and the other edge 33 is secured by stitches 34 
between and to the rearwardly disposed edge 26 of the 
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forward edge portion 18 and to the side edge 28 of 
backing portion 19. Stitches 34, in this manner, con 
nect the rearwardly disposed edge 26 of the forward 
edge portion 18 and the side edge 28 of backing por 
tion. 19. 

Slider 24 is mounted on the slide fastener elements so 
that it will close the slide fastener elements on down 
ward travel and disengage and open the slide fastener 
elements on upward travel. 
When a slider 24 is fully down, the pleat is closed 

and the slider and slide fastener elements are concealed, 
The skirt is then a pencil or straight skirt as shown in 
Fig. 3. 
When a slider 24 is fully up, the pleat is open and 

the slider and slide fasteners are partly concealed and in 
conspicuous. The skirt is a flared or full skirt as shown 
in Fig. 1 when the pleats are all open. 

It is to be understood that the skirt 15 may be an 
integral part of a conventional one piece dress or a sheath 
dress and in certain instances the teeth of the slide 
fastener elements 22 and 23 may be exposed either in 
open or in closed position so that the said teeth may 
be used as ornamental or decorative features. 
While I have illustrated and described the preferred 

embodiment of my invention, it is to be understood 
that I do not limit myself to the precise construction 
herein disclosed and that various changes and modifica 
tions may be made within the scope of the invention 
as defined in the appended claim. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 

new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Pat 
ent is: 
A convertible skirt, comprising a tubular body con 

vertible into either a straight type or a flared type body, 
said body having an inexpansible waist and having 
spaced vertical inverted openable pleats extending from 
the Waist to the bottom of the skirt, said pleats each 
having forward edge portions and a backing portion, 
coacting slide fastener elements disposed adjacent to 
and behind the forward edge portions of each pleat, said 
slide fastener elements extending from the waist to the 
hip region of the body, and slider members for connect 
ing the slide fastener elements to close the forward edge 
portions and the pleats and to separate the slide fastener 
elements and open the forward edge portions and the 
pleats to expose the backing portions, said forward edge 
portions of the pleats being folded providing rearwardly 
disposed edges, said backing portions having side edges, 
and said slide fastener elements having tapes secured 
thereto, said slide fastener elements being secured to one 
side edge of each tape and the other edge of each tape 
being Secured to one of said rearwardly disposed edges 
of the forward edge portions of the pleats and to one 
of the side edges of the backing portions, said slide 
members being mounted on the slide fastener elements 
to close the slide fasteners on downward movement and 
to open the slide fastener elements on upward travel. 
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