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1

This invention relates to tables, and more par-
ticularly to the construction of tables having
tubular metal legs and flat tops to which the
upper portions of the legs are connected.

In certain types of tables, comparatively strong
and rigid aprons depend from the table tops,
and the legs are often attached to these aprons.
This is frequently true with rectangular tables.
In other tables the aprons, if provided at all,

are primarily for crnamental purposes and they 1I

are teo light and flimsy to be of any use as leg
supports. In such tables it has been a common
practice to bend the upper portions of the legs
at right angles and to fasten them by means of
screws or the like to the lower surface of the
table top. This is expensive and unsatisfactory
in many respects. Since the table tops and legs
are shipped unassembled, the dealer is required
to attach the legs, and with these prior con-
structions this is a rather difficult task for which
many dealers are not properly equipped. Further-
more, such consfructions often lack the necessary
strength, and they include no provision for ad-
justing the legs vertically, as may be required
in order that the table may set firmly in a level
position without rocking.

It is accordingly one object of the invention
to provide a comparatively strong and relatively
inexpensive construction for a table including a
top and tubular metal legs attached thereto.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a table having 4 top and tubular metal legs
attached to the top independently of any apron
which may be employed, the construction being
such as to enable an unskilled person to mount
the legs firmly and accurately in place.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a table having tubular metal legs attached
at their upper ends to a top of wood or the like
in such 2 manner as to provide a strong and
rigid connection and to permit vertical adjust-
ment of the legs.

With these and other objects in view, as will
be apparent to those skilled in the art, the inven-
tion resides in the combination of parts set forth
in the specification and covered by the claims
appended hereto.

Referring to the drawing illustrating one em-
bodiment of the invention, and in which like
reference numerals indicate like parts,

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a table;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the table;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view in sec-
tion on the line 3-—3 of Fig. 1;
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Flg 4 is a section taken on the hne 44 of’
Flg a3y

PFig. 5 is a bottom plan view of a bracket; -

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the by acket shown'
in Pig. 5; and.

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of the upper portmn
of a table leg element.

The embodiment illustrated comprises a hori-
zontal table top {0 of wood or the like. This
particular top is oval shaped in plan, and to its
outer edge there is attached a depending apron
{1 which serves primarily for decorative pur-
poses. Four horizontal metal bracket plates 12
are fastened to the lower surface of the top 10,
in appropriate positions, by means of round head
wood screws {4 which extend through holes 15
in the plates. The outer edge of each plate is
convex so that it may fit close to the adjacent
portion of the apron i1, and the inner edge of
the plate is concave, with both of these edges
curved at the same radius. This makes it pos-
sible to stamp the plates successively from a
single sheet metal strip without any waste of
material.

From each plate 12 there depends a socket
member 17 of sheet metal comprising an upright
web {8 with its opposite end portions bent into
loops 18 forming upright cylindrical sockets. The
web 18 lies approximately in the plane defined by
the axes of fthe loops 19. The loops 19 extend
somewhat short of a complete circle, so that a
vertical slot 29 is provided along one side of each
socket. Openings 22 are provided in each loop
so that horizontal bolts 23 may be inserted there-
through. The upper edge of the socket member
is welded firmly to the lower surface of the
plate (2.

At each socket member {7 there is provided a

U-shaped or “hairpin” leg 25 formed of a cylin-
drical metal tube bent into the desired shape.
Each branch 26 of the leg may be described as
2 leg element. The upper portions of the leg
elements 26 have vertically elongated openings
21 (Fig. 7) therethrough, and they fit closely
within the loops {9, with the bolts 23 extending
through the openings 21.

It will now be apparent that the bracket plates
12 may be fastened to the table top 10 at the
factory, and the legs 25 may be shipped in a
separate package. To complete the assembly of
the table, it is merely necessary to insert the leg
elements 26 in the loops 19, place the bolts 23
through the openings 22 and 21, and tighten the
bolts. Because of the slots 20, the loops are free
to flex the slight amount necessary to grip the
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leg elements firmly as the bolts are tightened.
Any legs may be adjusted vertically if required
to make the table set level. The brackets will
be concealed from view by the apron [, so that
the table is neat and attractive in appearance.

It will be recognized that the invention pro-
vides a highly desirable table construction having
many practical advantages over the prior prac-
tice in this art.

Having thus described my invention what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is: ’

1. A table comprising a horizontal top, & hori-
zontal metal plate fastened to the lower surface
of the top, a socket member of sheet metal secured
to the plate and depending therefrom, the socket
member including an upright web with its end
portions bent into loops forming two upright
sockets, and two spaced upright leg elements with
their upper portions fitting closely within the
said sockets. )

2. A table comprising a horizontal top, a hori-
zontal metal plate fastened to the lower surface
of the top, a socket member of sheet metal welded
to the plate and depending therefrom, the socket
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member including an upright web with its end
portions bent into loops forming two upright
sockets, and a U-shaped tubular metal leg hav-
ing two spaced upright leg elements with their
upper portions fitting closely within the said
sockets.
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