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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES CHURCHILL 

KING, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and 
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Tag - Stamping De 
vices, of which the following is a specification. 

This invention relates generally to hand 
stamps, and more particularly to one spe 
cially adapted for stamping shipping-tags. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple and efficient construction of stamp 
comprising two series of endless bands carry 
ing type whereby two lines of printing can be 
stamped upon a tag or other article. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved form of tension device for 
the type-bands, which tension device can be 
quickly and easily regulated for the purpose 
of tightening or loosening the bands, as de 
sired. 

Hand-stamps as usually constructed and 
employing endless type-bands are stretched 
around a roller and bar and remain at a ten 
sion, and unless the bands are constantly 
shifted they tend to adhere to the bar and 
roller, and then when it is attempted to shift 
them the bands frequently break. 

It is one object of my invention, therefore, 
to have a tension device in connection with 
the hand-stamp of such a character that the 
bands can be slackened when not in use, so 
as to avoid adhesion to the rollers and bar. 
With these and certain other objects in 

view my invention consists in the novel fea 
tures of construction and combination, all of 
which will be fully described hereinafter and 
pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings forming a part of this 
specification, Figure 1 is a perspective view 
of a device constructed in accordance with my 
invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional 
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec 
tional view on the line 33 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is 
a detail perspective view showing one end of 
the cover-plate. Fig. 5 is a detail perspec 
tive view showing the manner of connecting 
the bottom bar to the leg of the frame. Fig. 
6 is a detail view showing a portion of one of the type-bands. 

In constructing a device in accordance 
with my invention I employ a metal frame 
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comprising the top A and the side legs B, 
said side legs being preferably bifurcated at 
their lower ends, as shown at B", and the bi 
furcated ends are connected by means of the 

bottom cross-bars C, flanged, as shown at 
C, and having the upturned ends C, which 
are securely riveted to the ends of the legs, 
as shown at C*. 

In practice I prefer to employ two series 
of type-bands in order to print two lines, 
one line covering the name and the other the 
address; but it is obvious that any desired 
number of series could be employed, accord 
ing to the number of lines of printing de sired. In arranging the series otype-bands 
I employ two axles D, mounted in the upper 
portion of the frame and having the squared 
end portions D' projecting through the slots 
B produced in the side legs of the frame, 
said squared ends having threaded apertures 
in which work the adjusting-screws E, said 
Screws being grooved, as shown at E', and 
Supported by means of the lateral projecting 
bifurcated lugs F of the cover-plate F, so 
that by turning the screw the axles D will be 
raised or lowered. Each axle D carries a se 
ries of rollers G, provided with notched or 
milled flanges G', and passing around the 
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rollers G of the bottom bars C are the flexible 
type-bands H, each band having the letters 
of the alphabet, the Arabic numerals, and 
certain punctuation-marks necessary in writ 
ing a name and address or other subject-mat 
ter, and it will of course be understood that 
the bands are adjusted in the usual manner 
to produce the desired line of type, and it 
will also be understood that by loosening the 
screws to a certain extent this adjustment 
can be quickly and easily accomplished, and 
then by tightening the screws all danger of 
the bands shifting is entirely avoided. The 
cover-plate F projects slightly over the sides 
of the stamp for the purpose of protecting 
the rollers and upper portions of the type 
band, and a knob or handle I is rigidly con 
nected to the cover-plate and top of the 
frame, as most clearly shown in Figs. 1, 2, 
and 3, thereby enabling the device to be 
readily handled after the type-bands have 
been adjusted. Each corner of the cover 
plate is split and turned under the top of the 
frame, as shown at F, for the purpose of con 
necting the said cover-plate to the top of the 
frame. By means of the adjusting-screw 
the axles can be dropped to such an extent 
as to slacken the type-bands, and thereby re 
lieve them from direct contact with the roll 
ers and bottom bar, thereby avoiding the 
adhesion of the bands to the said rollers and 
bars, as would inevitably take place if the 
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said bands were held in close contact with 
the bars and rollers, as is usually the case in 
hand-stamps employing the endless elastic 
bands. 

It will thus be seen that I provide an ex 
ceedingly-simple and highly-eflicient con 
struction of stamp specially adapted for 
stamping shipping-tags, thereby saving a 
great deal of time and labor in making my 
said tags, and it will also be noted that I have 
avoided the most objectionable features of 
the ordinary hand-stamp employing elastic 
type-bands. - 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. A device of the kind described com 
prising a frame, the lower ends of which are 
connected by parallel bars, a pair of axles 
adjustably mounted in vertical slots at the 
opposite end of the frame, each axle carrying 
a series of rollers, and the endless type-bands 
movable around the rollers and bottom bars. 

2. A device of the kind described com 
prising a frame having the parallel bottom 
ars, parallel axles mounted in slots near the 

opposite end of the frame, each axle having 
a series of rollers arranged to turn thereon, 
the endless type-bands adapted to travel 
around the rollers and bars and screws car 
ried by the cover-plate and passing through 
the axle for adjusting the axles for the pur 
pose described. 

3. A device of the kind described com 
prising a frame having the parallel bottom 
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bars connected thereto, parallel axles mount 
ed in the frame, the rollers arranged upon the 
axles and the type-bands adapted to travel 
around the rollers and bottom bars, a cover 
plate connected to the top of the frame and 
the adjusting-screws carried by the cover 
plate and passing through the ends of the 
axles whereby said axles are adjustable with 
reference to the bottom bars, all of said parts 
being arranged and adapted to operate Sub 
stantially as described. 

4. A device of the kind described com 
prising a frame, the lower ends of which are 
connected by parallel bars, a pair of axles 
having squared ends mounted in vertical 
slots at the opposite end of the frame, and 
the adjusting-screws carried by the cover 
plate and passing through the ends of the 
axles, for the purpose described. 

5. A device of the kind described com 
prising a frame, the lower ends of which are 
connected by parallel bars, a pair of axles 
having squared ends mounted in vertical 
slots at the opposite end of the frame, each 
axle carrying a series of rollers, the endless 
type-bands adapted to travel around the 
rollers and bars, and adjusting - screws 
mounted in slotted lugs of the cover-plate 
and passing through the end of the axle for 
the purpose described. 

CHARLES CHURCHILL KING. 
Witnesses: 

C. LESLIE CARTER, 
W. H. HAYMAN. 
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