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10 Claims. 

This invention Irelates to hearses and has for 
its principal object the provision of a simple and 
practical form of extension role to facilitate 
loading or unloading a casket from the rear end 
of a hearse. 
The latest designs of hearses have the body 

extended at the rear in what is known as a 
beaver-tail, and this has made it difficult to get 
the casket in or out. The extension roller of my 
invention affords an outboard Support and avoids 
laborious lifting. The roller is constructed to 
fold in and out of the way when not in use, so that 
it is easily accessible and presents a neat ap 
pearance. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawing, in which 
Figure 1 is a horizontal Section through the 

rear end of a hearse showing the extension roller 
in folded out of the way position; 

Fig. 2 is a section. On the line 2-2 of Figure ; 
Fig. 3 is a similar section but showing the 

roller extended for use, and 
FigS. 4 and 5 are fragmentary plan and rear 

views, respectively, of Fig. 3. 
The same reference numerals are applied to 

corresponding parts throughout the views. 
The hearse illustrated is of the type having the 

beaver-tail extension 6 on the rear end thereof 
terminating in front of the rear bumper 7, 8 is 
the rear door closing the Opening 9 through 
which the extension roller f0 of my invention is 
arranged to be projected to provide an outboard 
support beyond the last roller on the floor 2 
and over the extension 6, as indicated in Figs. 
3-5. Obviously with such an additional support 
ing roller on which to rest the casket, the pall 
bearers are relieved of the awkward lifting in 
loading and unloading the casket, the roller 0 
being far enough out so that the end of the casket 
can easily be placed thereon, or removed there 
from. 
The device O consists of a roller 3 carried on 

an axle 4 supported at its ends on arms f5. The 
arms are fastened to the opposite ends of a torque 
tube 6 and are carried on the ends of extension 
rods 7 at right angles thereto. The rods are 
arranged to rest on the door sill 8 in the opera 
tive position of the roller device. (See Fig. 3.) 
The rods T are hinged, as at 8, on the reduced 
ends 9 of plungers 29 slidable in guide tubes 2, 
which extend vertically downwardly from the 
sill 8. Caps 22 fit in the upper ends of the tubes 
2 and are fastened suitably by screws 23 to the 
sill 8 and serve both as guides for the rods f. 
to hold the same in the folded position of Fig. 2, 

(C. 193-42) 
and as limiting stops for the plungers 20 when 
the rods 7 are in the unfolded extended position 
of Fig. 3. The floor of the hearse is formed to 
provide a recess just in front of the sill 8 to ac 
commodate the projecting portion of the device 
0 in its folded position, as indicated in Fig. 2, 

thus presenting a neat appearance. Rubber 
bumper rings 24 are provided on the inner ends 
of the arms 5 for engagement with the caps 22 
When the rods f are slid down into the tubes 
2 to the position shown in Fig. 2, whereby to 
Silence the impact and also eliminate rattle so 
long as the device is in this position. 
In operation, when the door 8 is opened, the 

extension roller O is moved to the operative po 
Sition by simply raising it first to the limit of its 
upward movement, determined by the engage 
ment of the plungers 20 with the caps 22, where 
upon the roller is swung outwardly, hinging at 8, 
and brought to the position shown in Fig. 3, 
in which the extension rods f. rest on the sill 
8. The casket can then be rolled out onto the 

extension roller f0, as appears in Fig. 3, the bot 
tom of the casket being indicated by the line 25. 
When the extension roller is no longer required, 
it is simply folded up and lowered to the position 
of Fig. 2, the bumper 24 cushioning the impact 
of the arms 5 with the caps 24 so that the op 
eration is practically noiseless and there will be 
no rattling when the hearse is in motion. 

It is believed the foregoing description con 
veys a good understanding of the objects and ad 
Wantages of my invention. The appended claims 
have been drawn with a view to covering all 
legitimate modifications and adaptations. 
I claim: 
1. In a hearse having a rear door opening, and 

a beaver-tail extension therebeneath, means for 
Supporting a casket at floor level over said exten 
sion comprising a cross-member, extension rods 
arranged to reach from inside the hearse rear 
Wardly through the door Opening to Support the 
cross-member in extended position, receptacles 
for said rods extending downwardly from the floor 
of the hearse, and plungers slidable in Said re 
ceptacles and having the inner ends of Said rods 
hingedly connected thereto. 

2. In a hearse having a rear door opening pro 
vided with a sill and having a beaver-tail exten 
sion reaching downwardly and rearwardly from 
the sill, means for Supporting a casket Substan 
tially at the same level with the floor of the hearse 
Over said extension comprising extension rods 
reciprocable up and down in guides provided in 
the floor of said hearse adjacent the sill, plungers 
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2 
hingedly connected to the inner ends Of Said rods 
and Serving to limit upward movement thereof 
in the guides, the said rods being arranged to be 
extended rearwardly from the plungers and rest 
On the sill with the outer ends projecting over the 
beaver-tail, Supporting arms carried on the outer 
ends of Said rods and extending upwardly there 
from in the latter position of the rods, and a 
transverse casket support carried on the upper 
ends of said arms. 

3. In a hearse, an extensible casket support. 
Comprising a pair of parallel extension rods, up 
right guides in the floor of the hearse adjacent 
the door opening arranged to receive said rods 
in their Out of the way position, plungers' hinged 
to the inner ends of said rods and reciprocable in 
Said guides, means limiting upward movement 
of said plungers to prevent removal thereof from 
the guides and provide Support for the rods in 
their substantially horizontal extended position, 
supporting arms carried on the outer ends of said 
rods in angular relation thereto, and a trans 
verse casket support mounted on the outer ends 
of Said arms. w 

4. In a hearse, an extension support for caskets 
comprising, in combination, with a door sill, a 
pair of parallel extension rods, upright guides 
in the floor of the hearse adjacent the sill ar 
ranged to receive said rods in their out of the way 
position, plungers hinged to the inner ends of 
said rods and reciprocable in said guides, means 
limiting upward movement of said plungers to 
prevent removal thereof from the guides and pro 
vide one point of Support for each rod in their 
substantially horizontal extended position, the 
rods both engaging the Sill intermediate their 
ends for further support, supporting arms carried 
on the outer ends of said rods in angular relation 
thereto, and a transverse casket support mounted 
on the outer ends of said arms. 

5. In a hearse, an extensible casket support 
comprising a pair of parallel extension rods, up 
right guides in the floor of the hearse adjacent 
the door opening arranged to receive said rods in 
their out of the way position, plungers reciproca 
ble in said guides having reduced end portions 
hingedly connected to the inner ends of Said rods, 
cap. members in the upper ends of Said guides 
permitting extension therethrough of the reduced 
portions of said plungers and serving by abutment 
with the plungers to provide support for the rods 
in their substantially horizontal extended poSir 
tions, supporting arms carried on the Outer ends 
of said rods in angular relation thereto, and a 
transverse casket supporting roller mounted for 
rotation on the Outer ends of Said arms. 

6. A structure as set forth in claim 5 including 
cushioning means on the Outer ends of Said rods 

2,056,697 
for engagement with the cap members in the 
folded position of the extension Support. 

7. A hearse as Set forth in claim 5 wherein the 
floor is formed With a recess adjacent the door 
opening to accommodate the Supporting arms 
and roller in the folded position of the device. 

8. In a hearse, an extensible casket Support 
comprising a pair of parallel extension rods, 
downwardly extending guides in the floor of the 
hearse adjacent the door opening arranged to re 
ceive said rods in their out of the Way inoperative 
position, plungers hinged to the inner ends of 
said rods and reciprocable in said guides, means 
limiting upward movement of said plungers to 
prevent removal thereof from the guides and pro 
vide support for the rods in their operative posi 
tion extending rearwardly from the hearse, and 
a transverse casket Support carried on the outer 
ends of said rods. 

9. In a hearse, an extension support for cas 
kets comprising, in combination, with a door Sill, 
a pair of parallel extension rods, downwardly 
extending guides in the floor of the hearse adja 
cent the sill arranged to receive said rods in their 
out of the way inoperative position, plungers 
hinged to the inner ends of said rods and recipro 
cable in said guides, means limiting upward 
movement of said plungers to prevent removal 
thereof from the guides and provide one point of 
support for each rod in their operative position 
extending rearwardly from the hearse, the rods 
both engaging the sill intermediate their ends for 
further support, and a transverse casket support 
carried on the Outer ends of Said rods. 

10. In a hearse having a rear door opening, 
and a door therefor, the combination with a door 
sill, and a floor on a higher elevation than the sill 
and terminating in inwardly spaced relation to 
the door whereby to provide a recess therebe 
tween for an extensible casket support in its re 
tracted inoperative position, an extensible casket 
support in said recess comprising a pair of later 
ally spaced extension rods extensible substan 
tially horizontally from the hearse over the sill, 
upright guides in said hearse extending down 
wardly relative to the sill and adapted to receive 
said rods in retracted inoperative position, each 
of said rods having a transverse portion on the 
outer end thereof which in the latter position of 
said rods is disposed Substantially horizontally in 
the recess behind the adjacent end of the floor, 
and casket supporting means carried on the outer 
ends of said transverse portions, which in the ex 
tended operative position of said rods is disposed 
in substantially the same horizontal plane with 
the floor but in rearwardly spaced relation there 
to outside the hearse. 

HENRY WAN DEEST. 
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