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ABSTRA OF THE DI QOSURE
The decorating bag, when empty and flattened into a
generally triangular shape, has the lower discharge portion
thereof folded to overlie the upper filling portion thereof
with the extended corner sections of the filling portion
folded to overlie the folded lower portion and engage each

other with releasable fasteners to secure_the bag 1n a folded

and stored configuration.
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DECORATING DAG

Backaround of the Inventior

Decorating or pastry bags for the dispensing of viscous
comestibles used in the decorating of cakes, pastries, and the
1ike are both old and well known. Such bags are formed of a
substantially waterproof flexible material and are ol a
generally triangular shape with the apexX end comprising a
dispensing opening and the base end a filling opening. The
dispensing opening will frequently recelve a mounting collar
which in turn mounts a dispensing nozzle which may be one of a
series of interchangeable dispensing nozzles.

One problem which arises with regard to the use of a
conventional decorating bag is how one would temporarily put
down a partially filled bag, as for example whille removing
decorated pastry and positionling new pastry. If one merely
lays the bag down on a countertop, there will obviously be a
tendency for the viscous material to flow from the large
filling opening. Any discharge through the discharge opening
will normally be prevented, in the absence of a manual

collapsing of the bag, due to the restrictive configuration of

the nozzle.
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Another problem frequently encountered with regard to
conventional decorating bags 1s the absence of any provision

for the storing of empty and cleaned bags and the nozzle or

nozzles normally used therewith.

Summary of the Invention

The decorating bag of the present invention, while
similar to conventional bags in being formed of a flexible
foldable material in a generally triangular configuration,
differs significantly in that the bag of the invention

includes means for temporarily accommodating a partially empty

bag during periods of non-use.

Similarly, it is an important object of the invention to
provide for the compacting of an empty bag, preferably with
the nozzle or set of nozzles stored therein, and, through

cooperating fasteners, retaining the bag in a collapsed

position for storage purposes.

Basically, the bag of the inventlon, at an upper corner

section thereof adjacent the wide filling mouth, has a hanging

loop affixed thereto for a temporary suspension of the bag

from a hook or peg with the filling mouth uppermost TO avoilid
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spillage during short periods when a filled or partially

filled bag is not actually 1n use.

In order to provide for a more permanent storage of the
bag when empty, along with the accessories, the bag or the
invention, after a positioning of the nozzles and the like
therein, has the apex end portion of the bag folded to overlie
the upper base portion of the bag, after which the opposed
upper corner portions of the bag are folded in overlying
relation thereto wherein a neat and compact storage package 1s
provided. In order to retain the bag 1n this storage position,
the opposed upper corner portions include cooperating fastener
components which align and engage with each other upon an
inward folding of these corner portions. SO formed, a maximum
of only three folds are required, thus avoiding excessive
disruption of the bag material and providing a compact package
easily accommodated in a drawer or, depending on the specific

location of the hanging loop, stored on a hook or peg.

Other features, objects and advantages of the invention

will become apparent from the more detailed description of the

invention following hereinafter.
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Lef Description of e Drawing

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the decorator bag of

the 1nvention expanded to accommodate a viscous material;

Figure 2 1llustrates a flat emptied bag with the apex

portion folded over and partially broken away to illustrate

nozzles stored therein:;

Figure 3 i1llustrates a partially folded bag showing the
cooperating fastener elements on the front and rear panels of

the flattened bag;

Figure 4 illustrates the completely folded and secured

bag in its storage position; and

Figure 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view 1llustrating
the details of a positioned mounting collar and a nozzle

secured thereto.
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Ne intion of Preferred Embodimer

Referring now more specifically to the drawings, the bag
10 is formed of an appropriate substantially waterprootf
flexibly collapsible material. The bag, when empty, 1s of a
generally triangular configuration with an enlarged upper base
end defining a dispensing opening 12 and a lower and smaller
apex end defining a dispensing opening l14.

Noting figure 1, the bag 10, when fully open, elther when
filled with viscous material to be dispensed or positioned tb
receive such material through the filling opening 12, 1is of an
inverted generally conical configuration with the apex end
lowermost. In order to control the dispensing of viscous
material from the bag, a truncated conical mounting collar 16
is snugly engaged within the lower portion of the bag. The
exterior taper of the collar 16 is such as to frictionally
engage within the lower portion of the bag with the lower end
portion of the mounting collar partially projecting through
the dispensing opening 14. The lower portion of this collar
is internally threaded, as at 18, to removably mount a
plurality of interchangeable nozzles 20 differing primarily 1n

the discharge configuration of the spout 22. Each nozzle 20
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includes an externally threaded nipple 24 aligned with and
oppositely directed relative to the spout 22 for threaded
reception within the threaded portion 18 of the collar 16. In
order to facilitate a mounting of the nozzle, and avoid any
tendency for the mounted nozzle and collar to retract into.the
bag, the nozzle is also provided with an 1ntegral outwardly
projecting peripheral flange 26 between the spout 22 and
nipple 24. This flange will preferably include a seriles of
gripping protuberances defining the peripheral outer edge
thereof.

The open nature of the bag can cause problems when a user
wishes to temporarily place'a filled or partially filled bag
aside. In order to accommodate such a situation, the bag 10
of the invention is provided with a hanging loop 28 affixed To
the upper portion of the bag adjacent and slightly below the
filling opening 12, the loop being of a size for convenient
accommodation over a hook, peg or the like for a suspension of
the bag therefrom.

In those instances wherein an empty bag 1s to be stored
away, provision is made for a unique folding of the bag into a
small self-contained package which can internally accommodate

the mounting collar, a stack of interchangeable nozzles and
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other small accessories which might be used ih Che dispensing
operation. More specifically, the emptied and cleaned bag 10
assumes a generally flat triangular configuration wherein
overlying front and rear bag panels 30 and 32 and opposed
converging slide edges are formed. The generally flat nature of
the collapsed bag will be interrupted only at the lower
portion thereof by the stored mounting collar 16 and a set of
nozzles 20 and the like as suggested in figure 2}

The upper opposed corner portions or sections 34 of the
bag 10 are.provided with cooperating fastener components 36
and 38 one on each of the front and rear panels 30 and 32. As
noted in the drawings, the fastener components are preferably
components of a snap fastener. Also, as suggested in the
drawlngs, one of the components 38 can be mounted so as to
also secure the hanging loop 28.

The folding of the bag into a compa;t storage package,
as illustrated in figures 2-4, 1s effected by first folding
the lower portion of the bag to position the discharge opening
14 in approximate alignment with the filling opening 12. This
is followed by an inward folding of the opposed corner
portions 34, on diagonals, to overlie each other over the

folded lower portion and to align the snap fastener components
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for releasable lockling engagement. As will be noted, the
corner portion with the fastener component 38 on the rear
panel 32 1s folded first whereby upon an overlapping of this
corner portion by the second corner portion, the fastener
components 36, 38 are concealed. Thus, a smooth uninterrupted
bag surface 1s presented with no visually apparent means for
retaining thé bag in i1ts folded package configuration. As
suggested in figure 4, the hanging loop can be concealed by
the fastened corner sections 34.

It will be appreciated that the folded bag 1involves no

more than three folds to produce a compact package with the
bag accessories stored therein. No excess folding or
unnecessary crumpling of the bag 1s involved, thereby

effectively extending the life of the relatively soft bag

material.
The foregoing is illustrative of the invention, and while
a single embodiment has been illustrated, 1t 1s to be

appreciated that it is intended the followling claims encompass

all embodiments within the scope of such claims.
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claims

1. A decorating bag for pastry, said bag having an open
upper end of predetermined width defining a filling opening,
and an open lower end of a lesser width defining a dispensing
opening, said bag being of flexible material selectively
expandable to a generally conical configuration when filled
through said filling opening, and selectively collapsible to a
generally triangular configuration'when'empty, said bag, when
collapsed, defining bpposed front and rear panels and opposed
edges extending between said upper and lower ends, sald upper
end and said edges meeting at upper corners and formling
opposed upper corner sections, said lower end and a lower
portion of the bag adjacent said lower end being foldable to
overlie said front panel, said corner sections being
selectively foldable over the folded lower portion, and
fastener means for securing said corner sections 1n overlylng
relation to the folded lower portion wherein the lower portion

is retained therebeneath to define a storage configuration.

2. The decorating bag of claim 1 wherein said fastener

means comprises cooperating first and second fastener

components, one on each of said corner sections.

9
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3. The decorating bag of claim 2 wherein said first
fastener component 1s on said front panel and said second

fastener component 1s on said rear panel.

4. The decorating bag of claim 3 wherein both of said
corner sections fold over said folded lowervportion wlth one
corner section overlapping the other corner section for

alignment and engagement of the fastener components.

5. The decorating bag of claim 4 including a hanging

loop fixed to one of said corner sections and extending

therefrom.

6. The decorating bag of'claim'4 including a nozzle
mounting collar received in said bag and partially extended
through said dispensing opening, said folded corner sections
retaining said mounting collar within said dispensing opening

in the storage configuration of said bag.

10
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7. The decorating bag of claim 6 including decorating
bag accessories retained 1in said bag 1in the storage

configuration thereof.

8. The decorating bag of claim 2 including a hanging
loop fixed to one of sald corner sections and extending

therefrom.

9. A dispensing bag for viscous comestibles, said bag
having an upper portion with a filling opening defined
therein, and a lower portion with a dispensing opening defined
therein, said bag having a storage configuration whereln said
lower portion is folded into overlying relation to said upper
portion, said upper portion being wider than said lower
portion and defining corner sections to each side of said
folded lower portion, a first one of said corner sections
being folded to overlie said folded lower portion, and a
second one of said corner sections being folded to overlie
said folded first one of said corner sections and said folded
lower portion, and fastener means releasably securing said
folded corner sections to each other wherein said folded lower

portion is retained therebeneath.
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10. The bag of claim 9 including a nozzle mounting
collar received in said bag and having an outer portion
partially projecting through said dispensing opening, said
outer portion being internally threaded for the selective

mounting therein of an externally threaded dispensing nozzle.
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