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DEVICE FOR USE IN sorTING AND DELIVERING MAIL, 

Application aled May 11, 1926. serial No. 108,899. 
This invention relates to improvernents in 

devices for use in sorting and delivering 
mail and while it may be employed by both 
city and rural mail carriers, it is one of 

5 the objects of the invention to provide a de 
vice of this class which will be especially 
useful in the delivery of rural mail. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of the class referred to which 
10 may be conveniently employed first in the 

sorting of the mail in the post office inac 
cordance with the order in which the mail is 
to be delivered to residences or places of 
business and which may, after the sorting of 

15 the mail, be conveniently employed by the 
carrier in delivering the mail without any 
likelihood of confusion such as would result 
from a disarrangement of the sorted mail. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

20 vide a device for use in sorting and deliver 
ing mail embodying a plurality of pockets 
into which mail for delivery to different 
residences and places of business is deposited 
as it is sorted and which device will be flexi 

25 ble to the extent that a considerable volume 
of mail may be deposited in one or more 
pockets if the adjacent pockets are not filled 
to capacity, the arrangement being such that 
the bottoms of the pockets are displaceable 

30 and the pockets are so arranged one above 
another that the bottom of each pocket will 
constitute, in effect, the top of the pocket 
beneath it, so that the desirable result re 
ferred to may be obtained. 
Another object of the invention, is to pro 

vide a novel construction and arrangement 
of the pockets such as to provide for col 
lapsing of the entire device to occupy mini 
mum space after all of the sorted mail has 

40 been deposited in the pockets thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of the class referred to which 
will be extremely simple in construction and 
possess a maximum capacity and which, 

45 when not in use, may be collapsed to very 
compact form. . . . 
Another object of the invention is to so 

construct the device that it may be suspend 
ed above a bench or other support in a 

50 post office while mail is being sorted and 

35 

which may be conveniently carried and like 
wise suspended within an automobile, or 
other vehicle where the device is to be em 
ployed in making rural deliveries. 
In the accompanying drawings: . 55 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 

vice embodying the invention, supported in 
a suspended position for the sorting of mail, 
the view illustrating also the supporting 
means which likewise constitutes a part of 0 
the invention. m 

Figure 2 is a vertical transverse sectional 
view in detail through the upper portion of 
the device. 
Figure 3 is a vertical front to rear sec 

tional view taken substantially on the line 
3-3 of Figure 2, looking in the direction 
indicated by the arrows. a 

Figure 4 is a vertical transverse sectional 
view through a slightly, modified form of 70 
the device, the view illustrating the device 
supported in suspended position. 

Figure 5 is a vertical front to rear sec 
tional view through the upper portion of the 
modified structure shown in Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a plan view of one of the 
pockets of the modified structure spread out 
and before being arranged and secured with 
in the body of the structure. 

: The invention comprises a flexible case 80 
which is indicated in general by the numeral 
1 and the side walls 2 and rear wall 3 of 
which are preferably formed of a single 
piece of canvas, oilcloth, or any other ma 

s 

terial of a flexible nature found suitable 85 
for the purpose. The case further includes 
a sheet metal top 4 and a sheet metal bot 
tom 5, and the upper and lower edges of 
the side walls 2 and rear wall 3 are prefer 
ably hemmed and folded over to respective- 90 
ly overlap the side and rear marginal por 
tions of the top 4 and underlie the corre 
sponding marginal portions of the bottom 5, 
the hems being secured by rivets or other . . 
suitable securing elements 6, to the said top 95 
and bottom. At this point it will be 
evident that the case as a whole is collapsible 
inasmuch as all of its walls except its top 
and bottom are flexible. In order that the 
case may be suspended and likewise in order 100 
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that the same may be carried about in a 
convenient manner, a combined suspension 
and hand strap 7 is secured at its ends by 
rivets or other suitable securing elements 8 
to the opposite side marginal portions of 
the top 4 substantially midway between the 
front and rear edges thereof, the said fas 
tening elements passing also preferably 
through the hems at the upper margins of 
the side Walls 2 of the case. The front mar 
ginal portions of the side walls 2 are prefer 
ably hemmed as indicated by the numeral 9, 
so as to strengthen the open front of the case. 
The invention contemplates the provision, 

within the case, of a plurality of pockets ar 
ranged one above another in a vertical series, 
as clearly shown in the several figures of 
the drawings, and these pockets likewise are 
flexible to an extent which will now be made 
apparent. The pockets are indicated in gen 
eral by the numeral 10, and each of the 
pockets includes in its construction, a rec 
tangular wire frame indicated in general 
by the numeral 11 and comprising side mem 
bers 12 and front and rear end membel's 13 
and 14. The bottom 15 of each pocket com 
prises a sheet of canvas or other suitable 
flexible material which is stretched at its 
marginal portions over the respective mem 
bers of the frame 11 and provided with 
helms 16 accommodating the said members 
of the frame, as best shown in Figures 2 
and 3 of the drawings. Each pocket fur 
ther comprises side walls 1 and a rear end 
wall 18, these walls being of canvas or other 
material of a flexible nature found suitable 
for the purpose and being preferably 
formed from a single piece of such material 
having its lower marginal portion extended 
beneath the hems of the bottom sheet 15 
at both the sides and the rear end of the 
said bottom and united thereto by the same 
stitches which establish the said hems. The 
upper margins of the side walls 17 and the 
upper margin of the rear end wall 18 of each 
pocket are overturned and united by Stitch 
ing as at 19 and 20 respectively, along hoi'i- 
Zontal lines, to the sidewalls 2 and rear end 
wall 3 of the case, and, preferably, the line 
of attachment of the upper edges of the side 
and rear end walls of each pocket is located 
in a plane slightly above the plane of the 
bottom of the pocket next above, and like 
wise the frames 11 are preferably of dimen 
sions slightly less than the interior dimen 
sions of the case, so that the bottom of each 
pocket will depend a short distance within 
and in spaced relation to the open top of the 
pocket next beneath it, as clearly shown in 
Figures 2 and 3 of the drawings. The pe 
culiar arrangement of the pockets with re 
lation to one another holds true except that 
the top 4 of the case constitutes the top of 

65 
the uppermost pocket while the spaces be 
tween the lowermost pocket and the bottom 
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5 of the case constitutes, in fact, the lower 
most pocket or receptacle for hail natie'. 

It will be evident that when the case is 
suspended as for example by the engage 
ment of its handle 7 with a hook o; other 
Supporting means, as shown in Figure 1, and 
which means will be presently fully de 
scribed, its side walls and real wall wiii be 
straight or flat and perpendicular and the 
pockets will be suspended in full open posi 
tion and semi-nested, as shown in the sev 
eral figures of the drawings, the weight of 
the frames 11 constituting the bottons of the 
pockets being positioned to rende, the side 
falls 17 and rear end walls 18 substantially 

taut. Therefore, when the case is suspended 
in this manner, mail may be introduced into 
the different pockets until all of the nail 
intended for introduction into the device has 
been sorted. To facilitate. Solting of £h 
mail, each pocket has associated with it: a 
tag holder which will now be described. 
The tag holders for the pockets are indi 
cated in general by the numerai 21 and each 
is preferably formed from a suitably shaped 
sheet metal blank and comprises a back 
plate 22 having a rearwardly extending 
flange 23 at its upper edge which is disposed 
in overlapping relation with respect to the 
forward edge of the bottom of the respec 
tive pocket and secured thereto by rivets o!' 
other suitable fastening elements 24, which 
pierce the sheet comprising the bottom 15 
immediately rearwardly of the front, hein 
ber 13 of the respective frame 11. in form 
ing the tag holders, the plate 22 at the junc 
ture of its flange. 23 or, in other words, at 
each upper corner, is formed with incisions 
and overturned to provide lugs 25 project 
plate 22, and the lower marginal portion of 
each plate is turned upwardly upon itself 
as indicated by the numeral 26, so that a 
card or slip of any sheet naterial of proper 
dimensions may be fitted into the holder 
with its lower edge engaging behind the 
flange 26 and its upper cornel's engaging 
behind the retaining lugs 25. Such card or 
slip will bear the name of the head of the 
household, for example, of a particular resi 
dence, or the name of the proprietor of a 
business place, or the name of the business 
place, on the carrier's route, and it will be 
preferable of course, to arrange the cards 
or slips, which are indicated by the numera 
27, in the order in which the different resi 
dences and places of business will be reached 
by the carrier in traveling over his route, 
One of the tag holders will be mounted upon 
the forward edge portion of the top 4 and, 
of course, associated with the uppermost one 
of the pockets, and the tag holder which is 
supported upon the forward edge portion 
of the bottom of each pocket will, of course, 
relate to the pocket next beneath it. So fai 

ing downwardly in advance of the respective 
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as the invention is concerned, any other suit 
able identifying arrangement may be pro 
vided for the several pockets. . . 

In the use of the device embodying the 
invention, One, or any number thereof, is 
Suspended with its open front presented to 
ward the one who is to sort the mail, and 
the pieces of mail are inserted into the 
proper pockets. The pockets have a uniform 
capacity, generally speaking, or, in other 
words, each pocket has its side and its rear 
end walls of the same height as any other 
one of the pockets. However, due to the 
peculiar construction and arrangement of 
the pockets within the case, the invention 
presents this advantage, namely, that if, in 
the sorting of the mail, the quantity of mail 
introduced into any one pocket is such that 
it extends from the bottom of the said pock 
et to the bottom of the pocket next above 
it, more mail may still be introduced inas 
much as the walls of the pockets are flexible 
and, therefore, the bottom of the last men 
tioned pocket may be elevated to a greater 
or less extent, as shown for example in 
dotted lines in Figure 2 of the drawings, 
and this holds true for each pocket except, 
of course, the uppermost pocket and, there 
fore, it may frequently occur that in any 
one of the devices, several of the pockets 
will be filled with mail matter occupying a 
greater space than the normal capacity of 
the pocket and inasmuch as the bottoms of 
all of the pockets are upwardly displaceable 
through the fibility of their walls and the 

l capability of the walls of collapsing as the 
bottoms of the pockets are elevated, it will 
seldom occur that any difficulty will be found 
in introducing into any one of the pockets 
all of the mail due for delivery to the 
recipient identified by the tag in the tag 
holder associated with the respective pocket. 
Therefore, the device may be said to have a 
maximum possible capacity and consequently 
presents a decided advantage over devices 
in which the pockets are more or less in 
the nature of non-flexible or non-expansible 
compartments having a limited capacity. 
After all of the mail to be delivered has 

been sorted or distributed to the pockets, 
the case is removed from its suspension 
means and collapsed or permitted to collapse, 

5 
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to a more or less compact form, depending 
upon the quantity of mail matter introduced 
into the pockets thereof, and in order that 
the sorted mail matter may be securely re 
tained within the pockets until the time of 
delivery, a strap 28 is fitted through loops 
29 near the bottom of the case and upon the 
outer faces of the side walls 2 thereof and 
through other loops. 30 similarly arranged 
near the top of the case, and this strap there 
fore extends about the case and, when drawn 
taut, may be so held through the medium 
of any ordinary type of buckle indicated by 

the numeral 31. 
located a greater or less distance forwardly 

Preferably the strap is 

of a plane midway between the back and 
the open front of the case, so that the front 
portion of the case, in its collapsed condi 
tion, is constricted to a greater degree than 
the rear portion of the case and, therefore, 
the case is more restricted near the open 
forward ends of the pockets to better retain 
in place the pieces of mail matter which are 
arranged within the said pockets. 
A convenient supporting means for the 

device during the period of sorting the mail 
'is clearly illustrated in Figure 1 of the draw 
ings, and the same comprises two base mem 
bers or feet 32 which are secured in any suit 
able manner upon a bench or shelf 33, and 
standards 34 are mounted at their lower ends 
in or upon the base members 32 and at their 
upper ends fit into sockets 35 provided at 
the ends of a cross piece 36 which extends 
between the said upper ends of the standards 
and may be of any desired length, depending 
upon the number of the devices which are 
to be suspended therefrom. In the embodi 
ment shown in Figure 1 of the drawings, 
the supporting structure is arranged to sup 
port a single one of the devices, and the 
standards 34 are spaced apart a distance to 
accommodate the device without lateral 
binding thereof. A suspension hook 37 is 
carried by the cross piece 36 and the sus 
pension or hand strap 7 is engaged with 
this hook. Likewise, in the arrangement 
shown, the bottom of the case engages be 
tween the opposing sides of the base mem 
bers 32, which members are arranged in 
parallelism to each other, and consequently 
there is no likelihood of lateral swinging of 
the device while mail matter is being in 
serted into the pockets. Of course, where 
several of the devices are to be supported, 
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they will be arranged side by side and the . 
cross piece 36 will be longer and provided 
with a corresponding number of the hooks 
37, the uprights or standards 34 being like 
wise spaced apart a distance substantially 
equal to the requisite length of the cross 
piece as also the base members 32. 
After the sorting of the mail matter, the 

devices are, as before stated, removed from 
the supporting or suspension hooks and col 
lapsed and constricted by tightening the 
straps 28, and the strap 7 then serves as a 
handle by which the device may be carried 
to the vehicle employed by the postman. At 
such time, the straps 7 constitute a con 
venient means whereby the several devices 
may be suspended within the automobile or 
other vehicle beneath the top thereof and 
thus be protected from the elements as well 

- as preventing soiling of the mail matter 
which might occur if the devices were 
merely deposited upon the floor of the vehi 
cle body. 
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Figures 4, 5 and 6 of the drawings, illus 
trate a somewhat modified and likewise 
simplified construction of the pockets of the 
holder and, as clearly shown in Figure 6, 
each of these pockets comprises a rectangular 
frame 38 which is preferably of wire and 
corresponds to the frame 11 of the pockets 
10 in the previously described embodiment 
Jf the invention, the said frame comprising 
side anembers 39, a front end member 40, 
and a rear end member 41. The pocket, in 
this embodiment, is formed from a single 
integral sheet of cloth material such for ex 
ample as canvas, and this sheet is of rectan 
gular contour and of somewhat greater di 
mensions than the frame 38. Opposite mar 

() 

dO 

ginal portions of the sheet are folded in 
upon one face of the sheet to provide rela 
tively broad hens 42, the folds embracing 
the front and rear members of the frame, as 
clearly shown in Figures 5 and 6 of the 
drawings, and lines of stitching 43 being run 
through the hens, close to the folds and con 
sequently along and close to the inner sides 
of the said end members of the frame, and 
these lines of stitching being extended about 
the entire length of the front and rear mar 
ginal portions of the sheet of material. The 
marginal portions constituting the hens 42 
have their edges hemmed and united by lines 
of stitching 44 to the body of the sheet so 
that a material reenforcement is provided 
at the front and rear ends of each pocket. 
The frame 38 is disposed equi-distantly from 
the opposite side margins of the sheet com 
prising the pockets and lines of stitching 45 
are ruin through the hems 42 at opposite 
sides of and close to the side members 39 
of the frame so as to maintain the frame 
and the pocket sheet in proper position with 
respect to each other. This arrangement of 
the frame leaves side portions 46 which, in 
fact, constitute the sides of the pocket and 
these sides are reenforced at their front and 
rear ends inasmuch as the hems 42, as stated, 
extend throughout the entire length of the 
front and rear marginal portions of the 
sheet. The lateral margins of the sheet are 
hemmed, as indicated by the numeral 47, 
and these hemmed edges are united by lines 
of stitching 48 to the side walls 49 of the 
case, which case, in this and in every other 
respect, corresponds to the case 1 of the pre 
violisly described embodiment of the inven 

25 
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tion. it will be noted that in the modified 
form of the invention, the entire pocket com 
prises the single sheet of material and the 
frame arranged and united as described and 
that the pocket is open at both its front and 
rear ends. However, the fact that each 
pocket is open at its rear end is not of ma 
terial consequence inasmuch as the said ends 
of the pockets are disposed relatively close 
to the back of the case which, in the figures 
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illustrating the modification, is indicated by 
the numeral 50. 

65 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim is: 

I. In a device for use in sorting and de 
livering mail, a case having flexible side and 
lear walls adapting it to be collapsed, the 
case being open at its front, and a series of 
pockets within the case comprising bottom, 
side and rear walls, the side and rear Walls. 
of the pockets being flexible and thereby 
adapted to be collapsed and being attached 
at their upper portions to the respective 
walls of the case, the pockets of the series 
being semi-nested with relation to one an 
other whereby the bottom of one pocket may 
constitute a displaceable top for the pocket 
next beneath it. 

2. In a device for use in sorting and de 
livering mail, a case having an open front 
and relatively non-flexible top and bottom, 
the case further comprising flexible side and 
rear walls adapting it to be collapsed, and 
a series of pockets within the case arranged 
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one above another and having relatively 
non-flexible bottoms and flexible side and 90 
rear walls, the said side and rear walls being 
connected at their upper portions to and 
suspended freely from the corresponding 
side and rear walls of the case. 

3. In a device for use in sorting and de 
livering mail, a case having flexible side 
walls adapting it to be collapsed, and a series 
of collapsible semi-nested pockets within the 

95 

case and each having a bottom and flexible 
walls extending upwardly from the bottom 
and having their upper edge portions con 
nected with the flexible walls thereof. 

4. In a device for use in sorting and de 
livering mail, a case having flexible side and 
rear walls adapting it to be collapsed, the 
case being open at its front, and a series of 
pockets within the case arranged one above 
another and each comprising walls of flexible 
material united at their upper portions to 
the corresponding walls of the case, each 
pocket further including a non-flexible bot 
tom extending between its walls and of di 
mensions less than the interior dimensions 
of the case, the lower portion of one pocket 
depending freely within the upper portion 
of the pocket next beneath it, whereby the 
pockets are freely collapsible with the case 
and whereby the bottoms of the pockets are 
freely upwardly displaceable. , 

5. In a device for use in sorting and de 
livering mail, a case having flexible side and 
rear walls adapting it to be collapsed, and 
a series of pockets arranged one above an 
other within the case and each pocket com 
prising flexible walls attached at their upper 
marginal portions to the corresponding walls 
of the case and suspended therefrom, each 
pocket further including a bottom compris 
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ing a frame and a sheet of material stretched 
within the frame and connected at its mar 
ginal portions therewith and to the lower 
marginal portions of the walls of the pocket. 

6. In a device of the character described, 
a case open at its front, and a series of 
pockets arranged one above another in the 
case, each pocket comprising a flexible body, 
and a bottom frame disposed upon said body, 

s 

the front and rear portions of the body 10 
being folded over end portions of the frame 
and secured and the side portions of the 
body being extended upwardly and attached 
to side walls of the casing to suspend the 
pocket therein and permit upward displace- 15 
ment of its bottom. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
GEORGE FRANK LADD. L. s. 


