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To all, whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, THOMAS C. RILEY, of 

Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu 
setts, have invented an Improvement in Soda 
Fountains, of which the following description, 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, is a specification, like letters on the 
drawings representing like parts. 
This invention has for its object to im 

prove the construction of soda fountains, of 
that class or description where the sirup cans 
are withdrawn horizontally at the front. 

In accordance with this invention the sirup 
cans are contained in separate chambers or 
compartments, and means are provided where 
by said chambers or compartments are sepa 
rately closed, preferably automatically, when 
the can is withdrawn to prevent the entrance 
of warm air, which quickly and materially 
raises the temperature of the vacant cham 
ber, as well as the adjacent chambers, and 
the main cooling chamber which is in open 
communication with the can-receiving cham 
bers at the rear. When the can is inserted 
the front opening of the chamber is herein 
shown as closed in part by a false front rig 
idly connected with the can, the remaining 
portion of said opening being closed by a ver 
tically sliding plate. The can - receiving 
chambers or compartments each have hori 
Zontal bottoms, upon which the cans rest, and 
a roller, caster, or equivalent device is se 
cured to the under side of the can at or near 
its rear end which serves the double purpose 
of facilitating the free introduction of the 
can, and also for raising the rear end of the 
can in order that the sirup contained therein 
may flow toward the front end. The top wall 
of the can-receiving chamber may be made 
to decline toward the rear if desired. 

Figure 1, shows in front elevation a soda 
fountain embodying this invention; Fig. 2, 
an enlarged longitudinal vertical Section of 
one of the can-receiving chambers, and sirup 
can therein; Fig. 3, a perspective detail of the 
closing device for the can-receiving chamber, 
and Fig. 4, a detail of the closing lid. 
The case a, of the soda fountain may be 

made of any suitable shape, size, and design. 
Arranged horizontally within the case a, 

side by side, and preferably extending from 
end to end, are a Series of Separate or inde 

pendent chambers b, the top wall of each 
chamber declining toward the rear, and form 
ing the bottom of the main cooling compart 
ment, while the bottom wall of each of said 
chambers is made horizontal, the rear ends 
of said separate chambers being in open com 
munication with the main cooling compart 
ment. At the front end of the side walls or 
partitions of said can-receiving chambers, a 
narrow vertical strip C of metal or other ma 
terial is secured. The cans dare of suitable 
shape to be freely introduced into the cham 
bers or compartments b through the front 
opening, and are provided with lids at their up 
per sides for the introduction of the sirup, and 
at the front end with a suitable faucet d' by 
means of which the sirup may be withdrawn. 
Two or more rollers or casters d?, are suitably 
Supported upon the under side of each can at 
or near its rear end to facilitate introducing 
the can, and also to raise the rear end of said 
can in order that the sirup may more readily 
flow toward the front end. 
My invention comprehends any suitable 

form or construction of roller or caster or 
equivalent therefor. A small false front or 
plate d', is rigidly connected with each can 
as for instance it may be rigidly secured to 
the stem of the faucet, and it may be made 
Wide enough to snugly fit between the verti 
cal strips c, and high enough to partially close 
the front opening. To completely close said 
front opening, vertical slides or plates d', are 
provided which slide in groove c' formed in 
the sides or edges of the strips c. 
To remove a can the slide d is first raised, 

and then the can withdrawn. 
Any desirable Word or words indicating the 

kind of sirup contained in the can may be en 
graved or otherwise indicated upon the slides 
d", and as will be seen they are readily inter 
changeable for different seasons or for any 
other purpose. 
To close the can-receiving chamber when 

the can is withdrawn, I have herein shown a 
lid e, pivoted at e' to the top wall of the cham 
ber at or near the front end, said lid being 
made to fit the chamber, but to insure a tight 
fit, its edges may be packed, or supplied with 
a strip of rubber or other suitable packing. 
Secured to the inner side walls of the cham 

bers are suitable ribs e, upon which the lid 
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e rests when permitted or caused to close the 
chamber. By arranging the lid in the man 
ner shown it will be seen that it will be raised 
automatically by the can when the latter is 
being introduced, suitable friction rolls being 
provided if deemed necessary, and when said 
can is withdrawn it will fall by gravity. I 
desire however that it be understood that my 
invention comprehends any other construc 
tion of lid or device by which the can-receiv 
ing chamber is closed by the withdrawal of 
the can, or operated automatically or other 
wise, so long as it subserves the desired ends. 
This device retains the cold air, and prevents 
the outside air of a higher temperature from 
rushing into the chamber, and thereby raising 
its temperature, as well as the temperature of 
the adjacent chambers or the main cooling 
chamber. 

I claim 
1. In a soda fountain, the combination of a 

series of separate horizontally arranged can 
receiving chambers in open communication 
with a main cooling chamber, sirup cans con 
tained in said chambers, means for closing 
the front openings of said chambers when the 
cans are in position, and closing devices for 
said chambers operating to close the same 
when the chamber is vacant, substantially as 
described. . 

2. In a soda fountain, the combination of a series of separate horizontally arranged can 
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receiving chambers in open communication 
with the main cooling chamber, sirup cans 
contained in said chambers, means for clos 
ing the front openings of said chambers when 
the cans are in position, and closing devices 
for said chambers located near the front ends 
thereof, and operating to close the same when 
the chamber is vacant, substantially as de 
scribed. 
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3. In a soda fountain, the combination of a 
series of separate horizontally arranged can 
receiving chambers in open communication 
With a main cooling compartment, sirup cans 
contained in said chambers, means for clos 
ing the front openings of said chambers when 
the cans are in position, and closing devices 
for said chambers, operating by gravity to 
automatically close the chamber when the 
cans are withdrawn, and moved into their ab 
normal positions by the cans when introduced, 
Substantially as described. 

4. In a soda fountain, the combination of a 
series of separate horizontally arranged can 
receiving chambers, in open communication 
with a main cooling chamber, sirup cans con 
tained in said chambers, means for closing 
the front openings of said chambers when the 
cans are in position, and closing devices for 
said chambers, consisting of pivoted lids e, 
operating to close the same when the cham 
ber is vacant, substantially as described. 

5. In a soda fountain, the combination of a 
series of separate horizontally arranged can 
receiving chambers in open communication 
with a main cooling chamber, sirup cans con 
tained in said chambers, means for closing 
the front openings of said chambers when the 
cans are in position, ribs e, secured to the 
inner side walls of said chambers, and piv 
oted lids e, operating to close on said ribs and 
thereby close the chambers when vacant, sub 
stantially as described. 
In testimony whereof. I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

THOMAS C. RILEY. 
Witnesses: 

B. J. NOYES, 
CHARLES B. CROCKER. 
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